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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, DEC 13: An
alleged ISIS module
operating from
Maharashtra's Padgha
village in Thane district
was involved in the illegal
cutting and smuggling of
Khair wood from the local
reserve forests, an ED probe
into a terror financing-
linked money laundering
case has found.

The federal probe
agency conducted searches
in the twin villages of
Borivali-Padgha on
December 11, apart from

Padgha ISIS module from Maharashtra cut and
smuggled Khair wood from reserve forest: ED

locations in Delhi, Kolkata,
Hazaribag (Jharkhand ) and
Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh),
among others.

The money laundering
probe stems from a
November 2023 case filed
by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
against a "highly
radicalised" module of the
banned global terrorist
outfit ISIS, based in Padgha,
and its late self-proclaimed
leader in India, Saquib
Nachan.

The agency said in a
statement on Saturday that
it seized Rs 3.70 crore in

cash apart from gold
jewellery and bullion worth
Rs 6 crore during the raids.
A financial analysis, as per
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), found that
"various individuals linked
with the Borivali-Padgha
ISIS module were involved
in illegal cutting and
smuggling of Kaith trees
from the reserve forest
areas of the said area".

The wood of Acacia
catechu, locally known as
Khair, is used to extract
Kattha (catechu) that is
widely used in 'paan' and as
an ingredient in Ayurvedic

medicines.  The ED said the
searches covered various
companies and entities
linked with the production
of Kattha that were
procuring the wood from
suspects.

Some wood that was
recovered during the
Thursday searches was
handed over to the forest
department by the ED. The
NIA had alleged that the
Padgha module was
engaged in recruitment,
training, procurement of
weapons and explosives,
and raising funds to sustain
their operations. It has

named 21 people in the
charge sheet in the case on
charges of conspiracy to
recruit and radicalise
vulnerable youth into the
ISIS ideology and
fabrication of improvised
explosive devices (IEDs).

According to the NIA,
the accused had self-
declared the Padgha village
in rural Thane as a
"liberated zone" named 'Al
Sham', and they were
motivating impressionable
Muslim youth to relocate to
Padgha from their place of
residence to strengthen
their base.

Chief  of  the Air Staff  (CAS) Air Chief  Marshal AP Singh with others during the
Combined Graduation Parade (CGP) at the Air Force Academy, at Dundigal, near
Hyderabad---PTI
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SHIMLA, DEC 13: BJP
chief J P Nadda on
Saturday alleged that the
Congress government in
Himachal Pradesh has
failed to utilise the funds
allocated by the Centre and
therefore has no right to
remain in power, accusing
the state administration of
functioning with a carefree
mindset.

"Congress government
in Himachal Pradesh is
working with a mindset of
"Khao Piya Mauj karo, aage
kisne dekha hai (indulge in
merry making, who has seen
the future)," Nadda said and
stressed that "double engine
government is the only way
to ensure development of
the state". Addressing an
event here, the Union
Minister accused the state
government of corruption
and misutilisation of funds
given by the Centre under
various heads, including
building of houses, repair
of  roads and smart city.
Refuting the allegations of
the Congress government
that the Centre is not giving
enough funds to the state,
Nadda claimed: "Rs 3,789
crore were given for
disaster relief, over Rs 1,000
crore for Smart Cities
besides funds for Vibrant
Village development,
medical colleges, AIIMS
Bilaspur, a bulk drug park,
four-lane highways and
developed Baddi as a
pharmaceutical hub in the
state yet the Congress

World record
for ‘largest
display of
posters’ set
in Pune
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

PUNE, DEC 13: A world
record in the category of
the "largest display of
posters" has been set in
Pune, an adjudicator of
Guinness World Records
confirmed on Saturday.
"India has now surpassed
the US to claim the record
for the longest display of
posters", said Guinness
World Records
adjudicator Swapnil
Dangrikar.  The record
was achieved at a book
festival organised at
Ferguson College with the
display of 1,678 posters
featuring tribal words,
surpassing the previous
record of 1,365 posters set
in the US in February
2025, organisers said. The
certificate mentions that
the world record for the
largest display of posters
was achieved by Pune
Book Festival,
Yashwantrao Chavan
Maharashtra Open
University and RISE
Foundation at Pune on
December 12. Organisers
said the record is a tribute
to tribal leader and
freedom fighter Bhagwan
Birsa Munda, whose life
and work are being
highlighted through a
special pavilion at the
festival. The Pune Book
Festival, organised by the
National Book Trust
(NBT), is being held from
December 13 to 21. "A
dedicated Birsa Munda
gallery has been set up to
honour his contribution
to tribal society and
India's freedom
movement. The Guinness
World Record was created
as part of this initiative by
showcasing posters
containing tribal
vocabulary," said festival
convenor Rajesh Pande.
Social activist and Padma
Shri awardee Girish
Prabhune said Birsa
Munda's work was multi-
dimensional. He said
dying dialects needed to
be preserved.
Documenting tribal
languages in the
Devanagari script could
help disseminate the
knowledge embedded in
them, he added.

Himachal govt failed to utilise funds sent by Centre: Nadda
continues to spread
falsehoods and mislead the
innocent people of
Himachal."

Targeting the Sukhu-
led government for its
incompetence, the BJP
chief claimed that the
Centre has sent over Rs
2,000 crore as special
assistance and approved Rs
1,442 crore under JICA
funding, but the Congress
government utilised only
about 50 per cent of the
funds in several schemes.
Taking a jibe at the
Congress, Nadda said that
Himachal's treasury is
frequently shut, the entire
administration runs on ad-
hoc arrangements with the
chief secretary and director
general of police working on
additional charge and there
is no coordination between
the Chief Minister and his
ministers. The Congress
government has not brought
even a single concrete
project to the Centre, he
said, and called upon BJP
workers to take these facts
and truths to every village
and town, so that the
"people of Himachal can
free themselves from
Congress misrule" and move
decisively towards
development and good
governance.

"Victory of  the NDA in
recent Bihar Assembly
polls has sent a clear
message that people who
want to run the country
with the help of the
intruders would not be
accepted", said Nadda and

asserted that the BJP would
form government in West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu.
Nadda alleged that "earlier
the government used to
come to power with the
support of all but used to be
limited to a particular caste,
segment and religion, but 11
years back Prime Minister
Narendra Modi changed the
political scenario of the
country by becoming the
'Pradhan Sevak' of the
nation and moved from
Rajpath to Kartavya Path."
He recalled that during the
previous state Assembly
elections, he had warned the
people against making the
mistake of bringing the
Congress to power, asserting
that Himachal Pradesh’s
development is possible
only under a "double-engine
government".

He said the "BJP
government is a
performance (report-card)
based government, what it
promised, it delivered and
in contrast, the UPA politics
revolved around casteism,
appeasement and nepotism,
while BJP politics is rooted
in accountability and good
governance." Citing recent
electoral outcomes, Nadda
said in Haryana and
Maharashtra, the Congress
had already ordered sweets
and prepared for
celebrations, but people
voted for a responsible
government under the
leadership of Modi.

According to the BJP
lesder said all political
parties other than his party

are immersed in the pursuit
of power and suffer from
ideological emptiness,
while the BJP works with
the motto of "Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas". Nadda said that

the Congress undermined
Vande Mataram and the
very spirit of India's
freedom struggle, whereas
the BJP practises politics
aimed at taking the nation
forward.
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PRAYAGRAJ, DEC 13: The
Allahabad High Court has
set aside a lower court
order mandating a man to
pay maintenance to his
estranged wife, observing
that she earns her living and
did not reveal the true
salary in her affidavit.

Justice Madan Pal Singh
also allowed a criminal
revision petition filed by
the man, Ankit Saha. "A
perusal of the impugned
judgment indicates that in
the affidavit filed before the
trial court, the opposite

Allahabad HC sets aside
maintenance  order in
favour of earning wife

party herself admitted that
she is a post-graduate and a
web designer by
qualification. She is
working as a senior sales
coordinator in a company
and getting a salary of Rs
34,000 per month," the court
said in the December 3
order.

"But in her cross-
examination, she has
admitted that she was
earning Rs 36,000 per month.
Such an amount for a wife
who has no other liability
cannot be said to be meagre;
whereas the man has the
responsibility of

maintaining his aged
parents and other social
obligations," it observed.


