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I was denied hotel accom-
modation in Maharashtra
over 'Kashmiri identity',
alleges BJP's J&K neta
Srinagar,Agency: BJP's

media in-charge in J&K, Sajid
Yousuf Shah, has alleged that he
was denied accommodation at a
hotel in Maharashtra's
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar on
Saturday because of his Kashmiri
identity. "An hour after I checked
into a hotel in Aurangabad, I was
asked to leave due to concerns
linked to my Kashmiri identity.
The owner was courteous and
candid. He acknowledged that the
decision was unfair and hurtful
but said he was following instruc-
tions," Shah wrote on social
media on Saturday evening.

"For decades, countless
Kashmiris have worked to
strengthen the bonds between
Jammu & Kashmir and the rest of
India. Most Indians have wel-
comed us with warmth and
respect. Yet incidents like this
show that stereotypes and appre-
hensions persist," he said.

"My faith in India and its peo-
ple remains unshaken. I hope we
continue moving toward a future
where no citizen is judged by their
region, faith, or identity, but by
their character and conduct. That
is the India we must strive for,"
Shah said.

New Delhi, Agency:
Birsa Munda, the celebrat-
ed tribal leader and free-
dom fighter, spearheaded
a major 19th-century
uprising against British
colonial rule. He mobilised
indigenous communities
to fight for their land
rights, culture and self-
determination, leaving
behind a lasting legacy in
Indian history.

The Narendra Modi
government has designat-
ed November 15, Birsa Munda's
birth anniversary, as 'Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas' to honour the
contributions of India's tribal
communities to the freedom
struggle and cultural heritage.

Miles away, in Jharkhand's
Khunti district, lives the tribal
icon's great-great-grandson
Kanhu Munda. A postgraduate
working at the local sub-divi-
sional magistrate's office, he
says few care about how the
family of the tribal icon makes
ends meet.

"Political leaders cutting
across party lines have capi-
talised on the name of Birsa
Munda without doing anything
concrete about his family. Our
ancestors fought for the freedom
of this beautiful land, but most
of us are landless. Our children
do not go to good schools. We do
not have pucca houses," he told
The Tribune in an exclusive
interaction. Kanhu lost his elder
brother Mangal Munda in a car
accident in 2024. "We had to
rush him to Ranchi because our
village did not have better med-
ical facilities. We lost him during
treatment," he said.

He said President Droupadi
Murmu, Prime Minister Modi
and several central and state
leaders had visited his house in
Ulihatu village.

"For long, we have been
requesting both central and

state dispensations for better
school and medical facilities in
the village. Even in this 21st cen-
tury, we are centuries behind the
mainstream society. At least, our
next generation should move
forward with better education,
health and opportunities," he
argued. Kanhu said several sta-
diums, universities, schools and
colleges had been named after
Birsa Munda, but the icon's own
descendants remained out of
these institutions.

"The government should at
least give us some kind of royal-
ty, or financial aid to our chil-
dren to study. We are the last
surviving family belonging to
Bhagwan Birsa Munda, and
expect little more consideration
from the authorities," he said.

Prime Minister Modi inaugu-
rated the Bhagwan Birsa Munda
Museum and Memorial Park in
Ranchi district in 2021. The Rs
35-crore project features a 25-
foot statue and details the strug-
gles of several tribal leaders
against British rule.

The tribal icon's great-great-
grandson, however, said the
government should instead
work on creating supporting
infrastructure around the muse-
um, including hotels, food
joints, better roads and connec-
tivity, to attract tourists.

Birsa Munda's descendants allege
neglect, apathy by govt authorities
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Udaipurwati. Meenakshi
Vishwas-daughter of Dr. Tapan
Kumar Vishwas, a resident of
the town's 'Sawan Wala Kua'
area-was accorded a warm wel-
come upon her return after win-
ning the title of Mrs. Rajasthan
2026 runner-up. People hon-
ored her at various points along
the route from the town's main
roundabout to her residence,
celebrating with music and
dance. Her family is overjoyed at
her achievement, and the resi-
dents of Udaipurwati have also
expressed their happiness.

Present on the occasion were her
father Tapan Kumar Vishwas,
mother Sujata Vishwas, hus-
band Abhijit Singh, along with
Moolchand Saini, Vinod

Sharma, Usha Sharma, Naina
Vishwas, Sujay Vishwas, Diya
Vishwas, Kaushalya, Asha,
Sunita, Manisha, Gaurav, Sajna,
Anu, Shalu, and others.

Felicitation of Meenakshi Vishwas
Runner-up of Mrs. Rajasthan 2026
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Jhunjhunu. Dr. Virendra
Khyamsaria, State President of
the Rashtriya Jat Mahasangh,
visited Dr. Satish Poonia's resi-
dence in Jaipur to honor and
welcome him-a Rajya Sabha
candidate-by presenting him
with a shawl and a traditional
turban (*safa*). Ankita
Khyamsaria, the District Brand
Ambassador for the cleanliness
campaign, and world record
holder Nikita Khyamsaria also
greeted Dr. Poonia by present-
ing him with a bouquet. Dr.
Virendra Khyamsaria invited
Dr. Poonia to visit the Shri Tejaji
Temple-set to be the largest of

its kind in India-which is cur-
rently under construction in the
Jhunjhunu district. Dr. Satish
Poonia graciously accepted the
invitation and assured them
that he would visit Tejaji Dham,
Khyamsar.

Khyamsaria Welcomes
Dr. Satish Poonia
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Mukundgarh. The menace
of stray bulls in the town is esca-
lating day by day. Bulls roaming
the markets, bus stands, main
intersections, and public spaces
have become a major source of
trouble and danger for the gen-
eral public. Often, these bulls
clash with each other and wan-
der into crowded areas, leaving
pedestrians, shopkeepers, and
motorists in constant fear of
injury or property damage.
Locals report numerous
instances where people have
narrowly escaped injury during
these fights. Shoppers-particu-
larly women and children-face
significant difficulties. Despite
this, no permanent solution has
been found so far. Traders and
residents have urged the munic-
ipality and the administration to

take effective measures prompt-
ly, rather than waiting for a
major accident to occur. They
advocate for relocating the stray
animals to a safe area and estab-
lishing proper management sys-
tems to provide relief to the
townspeople. Citizens believe
that swift action on issues of
public interest is the hallmark of
a responsible administration.

Fear Grips Residents Due
to Menace of Stray Bulls

NTA releases
city intima-
tion slip for

aspirants
New Delhi,

Agency: The
National Testing
Agency (NTA) has
released the city
intimation slip for
the National
E l i g i b i l i t y - c u m -
Entrance Test
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
(NEET-UG) 2026,
which will be con-
ducted on June 21.

Candidates who
have registered for
the NEET-UG 2026
can now log in to
official portal to
view and download
the city intimation
slip. The document
is aimed at helping
students make nec-
essary travel and
a c c o m m o d a t i o n
arrangements well
before the examina-
tion.

The NTA has
clarified that the
city intimation slip
is not the admit card
and should not be
treated as permis-
sion to enter the
examination hall.
The slip only
informs candidates
about the city in
which their exami-
nation centre has
been allotted.

Want UK
papers, not

mediation on
border issue,

clarifies Nepal

New Delhi, Agency:
Nepal has ruled out
third-party mediation in
the border dispute with
India, saying the issue
will be resolved through
existing diplomatic
mechanisms between the
two countries. Following
Nepal PM Balendra
Shah's remarks last week
urging the UK to take an
interest in the dispute,
India had said there's no
place for mediation by
any third country on the
issue.  Visiting Nepal for-
eign minister Shisir
Khanal said Sunday
Shah was seeking histor-
ical records, not media-
tion, from the UK when
he made those remarks.

BJP to kick off Punjab poll outreach with Nitin Nabin, Union ministers' visits
New Delhi, Agency: The BJP is set

to roll out its Punjab election campaign
from this month, with several high-pro-
file visits by party leaders lined up.

Top sources confirmed to The
Tribune that BJP president Nitin Nabin
will pay his maiden visit to Punjab in
June, tentatively around the end of the
month. He is expected to visit Amritsar
and begin the tour by paying obeisance
at the Golden Temple and the Durgiana
Mandir. Ahead of Nabin's visit, the
party is lining up tours of two senior
Union ministers to Punjab.

The first to arrive will be Union
Urban Affairs and Housing Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar. "A June 13 visit is

being finalised for ML Khattar, who will
come to Amritsar," sources said.

Union Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal is also expected to visit the
state within the next few days.
Following these ministerial visits, the
BJP plans to draft several other senior
ministers for its Punjab election out-
reach campaign. The plan follows
meetings held by BJP Punjab chief
Kewal Singh Dhillon with several
Union ministers, during which he
urged a proactive role by the Central
Government in addressing what he
termed as "Punjab's multiple chal-
lenges.

Zojila Tunnel set for June 9 break-
through; how it will ensure all

New Delhi, Agency: The
Zojila Tunnel Project, one of
India's most ambitious and
challenging infrastructure
undertakings, is set to achieve
a major milestone with its
final breakthrough scheduled
for June 9. The breakthrough
marks a defining moment in
the construction of the 13.153-
km Zojila Tunnel, which, upon

completion, will become the
world's longest single-tube bi-
directional road tunnel at the
highest altitude. Situated at an
elevation of around 11,578 feet
above sea level in the rugged
Himalayas, the tunnel con-
nects Baltal near Sonamarg in
Jammu and Kashmir with
Meenamarg in the Drass-
Kargil region of Ladakh.


