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Siliguri: The Sikkim govern-
ment’s tourism and civil avia-
tion department will organise
the Sikkim Adventure Tour-
ismFest 2026 fromNovember1
to 7 at LinkhimTar in Namchi
district.

Linkhim Tar, around 6,500
feet above sea level, is about
45km from Gangtok. The de-
partment selected the site be-
cause of its scenic mountain
valleys and suitability for ad-
venture tourism.

“The festival is thefirst of its
kind inSikkim. Itwillhelpboost
the state’s economy and attract
more visitors by showcasing its
diverse outdoor experiences,”
saidTenzingGeley,additionaldi-
rector(adventure)of thetourism
andcivilaviationdepartment.

An official source said the
week-long festival aims to po-
sition Sikkim as a leading ad-
venture tourism destination
by showcasing more than 20
activities across air, land and
water in all six districts.

The initiative aims to pro-
mote sustainable tourism, en-

courage local participation and
create livelihoodopportunities.

Major attractions include
zip-lining, river rafting, para-
gliding, hot-air ballooning and
obstacle challenges. The festi-
val will also feature trekking
expeditions and nature-based
activities across different dis-
tricts, theofficial said.

Manoj Chettri, deputy
director (adventure) in the
department, highlighted para-
gliding as a key attraction.

He said the participating

teams had been trained and
registered under the ‘Sikkim
INSPIRES’ programme. Par-
ticipants would also receive
insurance coverage, he added.

An official said the festival
wouldalsopromotecyclingand
trekking routes, including the
Heart of Sikkim Trek and the
Dzongri–Singalila RoundTrek.
Tour de Sikkim will feature a
mountain biking expedition
covering approximately 253km
along the historic Silk Route,
reaching an altitude of around
14,000 feet. Bicycle rentals will
alsobeavailable,he said.

The festival will also pro-
mote birdwatching experienc-
es in east andwest Sikkim.

Namgyal Lepcha, under-
secretary in the tourism and
civil aviation department,
also revealed the roadmap for
the Gangtok Adventure Relay
and said the participation fee
would be ₹7,500 per person.

Registration will be availa-
ble on the official festival web-
site — https://adventurefest.
sikkimtourism.co.in. An of-
fline ticketing counter will be
set up atMGMarg inGangtok.
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Raiganj: The ruling BJP gov-
ernment of Bengal has initiat-
ed a new tender for dredging
the Karala riverbed in Jalpai-
guri after cancelling the one
floated during the Trinamool
Congress regime

Under the new arrange-
ment, the selected agency will
have to pay royalty to the state
irrigation department for the
material extracted from the
river. The Bengal finance de-
partment will soon determine
the royalty rates per cubic foot
or cubicmetre.

Dredging is likely to begin
by lateNovemberorDecember,
although it may be delayed, an
irrigation department source
said. The work is scheduled
to be completed within six
monthsof commencement.

The proposed project will
cover a 15-kilometre-long
stretch of the river, fromwith-
in Jalpaiguri town to its con-

fluence with the Teesta. The
irrigation department said
around 1,27,730 cubic metres
of sand and silt, equivalent to
around 45 lakh cubic feet, is
likely to be removed.

The dredging project has
been delayed earlier. The first
tender, floated last year during
the Trinamool government’s
tenure, failed toattractbidders.

Asecondtenderfordredging
was issued in January to avoid
incurring direct expenditure.
Under that model, the agency

wouldhandoveraportionof the
extractedmaterial to them.

However, this raised con-
cerns about storage, transport
and sale of the silt and sand.

The department then
cancelled this tender before
Durga Puja and invited fresh
bidsunderaroyalty-basedsys-
tem.Under the revisedmecha-
nism, the selected agency will
pay the department a specified
amount for every cubic foot
or cubic metre of material ex-
tracted from the river.

“This arrangement will
reduce administrative com-
plications for the department,
improve the river’s carrying
capacity and generate revenue
for thestategovernment,” said
Krishnendu Bhowmik, chief
engineer of the irrigation de-
partment’s northeast division.

The Karala river, often de-
scribed as the lifeline of Jal-
paiguri town, carries domes-
tic wastewater and rainwater
from several parts of the city.

The river has lost much of
its depth over the past decades
and resembles a shallow drain
during the dry season, with
water levels sometimes falling
below the knee inwinter.

During monsoon, the over-
flowingriver inundates low-ly-
ing areas, including parts
of Samajpara, Paresh Mitra
Colony, Pabitrapara, Hospital-
para, Dinbazar, Senpara and
Babupara..

The final project will cover
the stretch from near NH27

Jalpaiguri Government En-
gineering College, passing
through Aravinda, Paharpur,
Kharia andMondalghat gram
panchayat areas and the Jal-
paigurimunicipality.

Bhowmik said the dredg-
ing would improve drainage,
reduce waterlogging and min-
imise the risk of flash floods
caused by heavy rainfall in
parts of Jalpaiguri town.

Environmental expert
Raja Raut said sediment accu-
mulation had reduced the riv-
er’s depth and carrying capac-
ity, leaving nearby areas vul-
nerable to flooding even when
water levels rose slightly.

Bhowmik said the depart-
ment would sign an agree-
ment with the selected agency
once the finance department
approves the royalty rates.

Irrigation department
engineers will supervise the
workandensure thatdredging
is carried out properly at des-
ignated locations.
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