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STATE CEO WRITES TO ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Maharashtra top poll officer wants
ECINetdiscretion for local staff —
ademand the two ECs had flagged

For SIR notlce process, seeks 4 changes in
EC portal software, more options for EROs

Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumbat, September 28

THE CHIEF Electoral COificer of
Maharashtra, the largest state
e In the notioe phase of the
Spectal Intensive Revision
(SIR), wrote to the Election
Commisston of Indla (ECI) in
Mew Delht last week., secking
four changes tothe ECIMeL soft-

ware, each, In effect, a request
that the software let Electoral
Regisiration Offloers (R =) ox-
erclse a discretion the law
already givesthem, The Indlan
Express hasleamit.
Maharashira CEO 5 Chock-
alingam’s requests that EROs
be allowed to decide which
“logical discrepancy”™ cases
need & hearing, what docu-

Maharashira Chief Electoral
Officer S Chockalingam

menis to acoept and which dis-
crepancles they can disposea of
themselves, echo concemns al-
ready recorded by Electlon
Commisstoners Sukhbir Singh

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

CEC MUST CORRECT
COURSE, NOTJUST M)
DAMAGE CONTROL 10

Sandhn and Yivek Joshi

The CEQ scommunication,
addressed to Sentor Deputy
Election Commisslioner Ma-
nieesh Gang, Mrector General of
IT Seema Khanna amd fwo sec-
retariatl officers, went outon
September 24, a day afteranin-
vestigation by The Indian
Express revealed that the two

Election Commissioners had
Mapped, onreoord, that thesoft-
ware was cunailing the powers
of the ERCs.

CEQ Chockalingam conld
not be reached for comment
Monday. The Indran Express
senit & questionnatre to the ECT
spokesperson who acknowl-
edged recelpl. A response s
awalied.

The Maharzshira drafi roll,
published Angust 21, keft oot
2L1 per cent of the state's elec-
tors. 1ts fAnal roll 15 doe on
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®THE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY
Committee on the Foreign Con-
tribution [Regulation) Amend-
meent Bill, 2026 will hold its
second meeting.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WiWLINDLANEX PFRESS.COM

Bengal SIR
case: Noearly
hearing, ‘only
by-elections’
ahead, saysSC

Express News Service
New Defht, September 28

THE SUPREME Court Mornday
declined to advance the hear-
ing of 3 plea regarding appeals
sgadnst the exclusion of names
from the West Bengal edectoral
rodls, pending before the tribu-
ks constitted by 1

Chief Justive of India Surya
Kant, heading a three-judge
bench, told the petittoner’s
counscl who cited ungency In
view of the upooming bypolls
In Mandigram and Bejinagar
Azsembly constituencies on
{ctober & that “these are only
by-edections”. The counsel tnld
bench. alsocomprising Justioe

Joymahya Bagehi and Justice V
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Vithya breaks P T Usha’s record

Vithrya Ramraj celebrates after she clocked 54 75s in the final of the women's 400m hundles to claim
the bronze medal at the Asian Games in Nagoya, lapan, on Monday. She broke P TlUsha's national
recond of 55.42s after 42 years. rm REPORT, PAGETT

'EXPRESS special

In this drought-hit taluka of
Maharashtra, monsoon came,

butalong dry spell followed

Kharif crops
destroyed, fields
too dry for rabi
crops, say farmers

Sadal Modak
Saiort (Dhecle), Sepdermber 28

FOR FARMERS 1n Sakr taluka
of Dhule district, this year's
droughit s nod astory of the mon-
so0n Eafling toarrtve. [t 15 ahout
theralnsamiving, ratsing hopes,

Sakrl 15 among the 265 talu-
kas declared drought-affected
Iy the Maharashima prvemment
Last week: thestate has a total of

A fermer assesses his damaged crops in Sakril seroimes weier

358 tahukes. While the dronght-
hit aress cover 32 of the total 36
districts, all the four takukas In
Dhule district areamong the al-
focted areas. The state recorded
arainiall deficit of 18% this year,

with 7382 mm of ralnfall be-
e June Land Seplember 26,
sradnsta normal of 9909 mim.
But In Sakr, where the sea-
sonal rainfall was around the
=COMTINUED ON FAGE 2

# FORMER TOP COP HAS BEEN AWARDED FOUR YEARS' RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT

Behind former Kerala DGP’s sentencing in
oraft case, two brothers and a 36-year hﬂht

PAGE1
janchor |
Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuranm,
Sepiember 28

A% FORMER EKerzala DGP
Tomin Thachankary was
awarded foar years of figorous
impriscnment, and ordered Lo
pay afine of Bs 30 lakh in 2 dis-
proportonate-aesots (DA case
arpund 10 days ago. two
brothers, In thelr late 505 and
carly 60s, closely watchoed the

Alexander and Boby Kuruvila; Keralam ex-DGP Tomin Thachankary

procecdings at the Vigllance
court in Kottayam.

Thetr stolc expressions did
not betray thelr association
with the case, and the decades

they spent In pursuing it, bat
there was still satisfaction of &
hard-won batile.

The DA case dabes to 2002
bt 1ts roots goback 12 yearsbe-

fore that, when Boby and Aex-
ander Euruvila were in thelr
205 Thiey belonpged o Alap-
puzha’s prominent landlord
farmify, Karveltihara, with thelr
ancestors part of the enstwhile
Travancore Sovernment.

I 1990, Thachankary was
posted In thelr town a5 an As-
sistant Superintendent of Po-
lice (ASF). He allegedly mis-
used his position to ITmphicate
thim In 3 case afsing from &
minor scuffle imvobving hisdis-
tant relative.
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ALL EYES ON FESTIVAL SEASON DEMAND

Industrial output up 8% in
August, FMCG a slow spot

Manufacturing,
favourable base
effect behind
strong IIP growth

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, September 28

THE INDIAN economy con-
Hmued 1i5 Impressive mun with
data released Monday by the
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme  Implementation
showing Industrial production
In Aoygost was 8% higher com-
pared Lo the same month last
year. The overall growth was
diriven by = favourabie base ef-
fect and the manufacturing

=5trong run of industrial growth continues
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keep an eye on the consumer
gooids segment.

While production of dur-
able poodsrose 1119 1n August,
following up a 125 Increase In
Jukby, non-durable goods, which
are primanly fast-moving con-

sumer products or FMOG, saw
aprowth of only 2.1
Rajani Sinha, Chief Eoon-
omist &t Carefudae Ratings, said
the overall strong Industrial
performance was In line with
otherdatz such asGDP groerth,
bending and exports, indicating
sCONTINUED DN PAGE 2

Day after clash in SRFTI over RSS
event, pﬂllce FIR agamst students

3FIRs — 2 against
students, 1 against
‘unknown persons’

Tanusres Bose
Kolkata, September 28

AMID PALPABLE tensbon pre-
valling on the campus of Kol-
kata's Satyane Bay Film and
Televiston Institute (SRFTT), a
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Maharashtra CEO

Movember 16

A “logical discrepancy™ 1=
not a finding that someonse 1=
nit & vober. [t 15 a mismateh the
Commisston's BCINET software
throwsup when itides toBnkan

parenit on the roll from the last
IR, such asa parent’ s name that
docsn't match, an age gap be-
tworn parent and child of under
15 or over S0years, an sge that
dioesn't progress oorrectly be-
tween the old roll and the nes;,
or A case where the elector sub-
mitted no document. or only
Aadhaar
_ A= reported by The Indtan
. Sandhu wrote on M-
rusi 14 TJ:LaL[‘.i:Ds DEDs and
EROs, the statntory authorities
for the voters' Hst, were repor-
ting they could not perform
thelr duties, thelr powers “our-
talled by centralised control of
EROMet at DiG{IT) lewel ™ “Tuis
strange,” hesald, “that all there-
ral Boll e on EROS, THCs and
{EOs as per Law:, but the aooess
cuntrol has been centralised by
DG
The Maharashira CEO's
communication of September

24 in effect, asked for the same
freedom the two commis-
skoners sald ECIMet had cur-
talled: four places where the law
glves the ERD a decision to
make and the software gives

Hearings: Thenlesgive the
ERO “the disoretion to reguilne”™
a person "o appear personalby
before him,” the CED wrote.
ECTMets “Take Action™ meno
has twooptions. and netther lels
the ER( walve a hearing. He
asked for a third, “Exempied
from Hearing,” for electors who
submit “valid and sattsfactony
docoments,” so that senlor
difzens, the dissbled and “other
]'ulnﬂ'ahlr: Eroups” are spared

UNMECESSErY ICvenRlence
and apprehension”.

Docoments: The 13 doco-
menits Hsted on the back of the
nitice are “indicative amd mot
cxhanstive” the CEOwrmole, and
stked for a 14th option,
“Other/Other Equivalent Dooa-
ment,” becanse electors from
tribal, hornicbess and se-worker
oonmunities “may not abie o
provdide anny document from the
indicattve ist”. Hesadd relevant

provvistons forsuch groups in the

Election Commission’s Elacto-
ral Roll Manoal could be taken
Into considerathon.

Who decides: Al present,

BlL{=statementsor panchnamas
are constderad sulffickent for
EROstodioctde comatn name-ne-
Lated boglcal discrepancies. For
otherdiscrepancies,

suppoing
domumentsare required and

subsequently verifled at the
DEO level. The CEQ proposed
allowing ERCs o dispose of all
cabegories of logical discrep-
ancles at thelr level wherever
they are satisfied that a BLO
statement or panchnama pro-
vides sufficlent grounds. IF the

cannol be satisfac-
torily resolved on that basts
aloni, the ebector may be asked
to submit supporting doco-
ments for verification at the
DEQlevel the emall states. The
CED also sald documents
required to resobve & discrep-

A mandatory uplosd: The
ECIMet currenthy requires an
“Fartract of Last SIR” to be up-
lozded tn every discrepancy
SR,

The CED propescd making
thils oiptional, requiring It onby
where the last SIR detallsin the
system diifer from the correct

mapping belng claimed ores-
tahlished by theelactor.
‘Written instructions: The
ER(e"havenumberofiqueries”™
about the process, the CEO said,
and “oral instrctions from BCT
or CEQ are insuffictent”. He

mot ghve the ERO the button to
make B

The Representation of the
Peopde Act, 1950 and the Repls-
tration of Electors Bules, 1960
assipn responsibility for the
clectoral mll to the Electoral
Registration Offkcer, one for
cach Assembly scat.

An ERD ks usually the sub-
divislonal magistrate or anof-
fioer of equivalent rank in the
district adminisiration. The
ERD prepares the voters” list,
hears clatme and oblections amnd
dectdes which names will stay
and which et deleted. This sa
deliberately decemtralisad sys-
tem. For decades, the ECI has
leaned on that deslgn Lo answer

paiitical allepations of massma-
nipulation of electoral rolls. Mo

simgle person is supposed to
control the wolers” kst

U paper, the ERC still de-
cldes every name onthe Bst. In
, the ER{ hasbeen able
to dio only what the software
allows:add a name, delete one,
reverse 3 declslon o processan
appeal. What the software
allows 1s controlled centrally by
Fhanna's divislon tn Mew
Diedhl

{In September 23, In ks first
response ko The Indian Fxpress
investigation, the Commission
had sald is digital platforms
“operateunder strict datasoour-
Ty protocols to preventunauth-
orfzed tampering.” and that
RO amd THEOs ™~ fumsction asper
slaintory powers for repisration
and deletion under law™. The
Mahamshira CEQ's commmini-
cation went ot & day later.

{n September 26, after a
meeting of the full Commission,
the Commission is=wed 2 state-
meent that partially addressed
the Maharashira requicsts, ghe-
ing EROs the discretion to

hearings It also zaud “vartous
upgradations of the portal have
already becn made based onthe
Inputs from State CECs Inthe
past fiow months.™ and that “1n
case any further Mesdbaliny is
required by the Aeld offfcers,
that will be made operationa] ™.

The four-page nole an-

nounced eight other deckstons
that addressed, polnt by palnt,
several of the conoerms recondaed
by the two Commissioners.
Agemdas will now be circulated
efiore every Commission meet-
Ing and minutes ssued after-
wards. (fflcers” forelgn trips will
need Commisslon approval.
MNew T modules and portalswill
o through 8 commilttes of of-
ficersbefore baingplaced beffore
the Commission. The ECTMNet
will be reviewed by acomamittes
headied by ssentor Depuaty Elec-
ton Commissioner and will in-
clude an Independent expert
from am [T or IIT. If field of-
ficers need more fexshility In
ithe system, it will be provided.
And directions ssued by Com-
missloners o officers will be
“meticuloushy compied with”.

Theese decishons map, slmost
e orbem, ondo the conoerns
thee two Comimissioners had put
on file over 10 months: that
agemdas were ot ciroulatod snd
milrates not sswed, that oficers
went sbroad without the Com-
milssion’s approval, that new [T
moduleswene bkl without 1is
kmowiedpe, that the electoral-
rodl databess eeded snaodit by
an Independent expert, that
field officers lacked “proper amd
complete aocess" to EROMet,
amd that sn sdminkstrative
order had altered the allocation
of work around the IT division
without them.

ClSwnitaAgarwal  ClDKUpadhyaya

SC Collegium
recommends 3 CJs
of high courts as

apex courtjudges

Sohini Ghosh & Aditi Raja
New Dellel, Vadodara,
Sepiember 28

THE SUPREME Court Colbe-
mum on Mondsy ecom-
mended the names of Justioes
Suniiz Agarwal, Devendra
Eumar Upadbnaya and Aparesh
Eumar Singh. chief ustices of
Cujarat, Defhl and Telangana
high couris respactively, forele-
atbon as pudsesof the apex oot

CJs Upadhyaya and Agar-
wal, both coming from the Bar
amnd with thefrparent high court
betng at Allahabad, are the two
senbor-most judges of the Alla-
habad HC. The three chief jus-
tices recommended for elev-
atkon rank foarth, ffth and shdh
in overall sendority of all high
oot pudges soroes the country.
Motably, the third senlor-most
tadge Inthe country, Himachal
Pradesh HC Chief Justice G 5
Samndhawalla, who was reoom-
mended forelevation by the 50
Collegtum carller, was mot ap-
proved by the Centre.

CJ Upadhyaya has been in
charge of Delhl HE since Januo-
ary X025 while CT ook
charpeofthe Gujarat HC in Joby
2023, Both Cls were appolnbed
a5 judpes of the Allahabad HEC
In Movember 2011, and moved
out of Allahabad after belng
elevated as Cls of different hish
courts in July 2023, CJ Upad-
hyaya 15 due o retire InJune
W while ] Agarwal retires in
April 28

Ifall threeTerommendations
of the SC Collegium are ap-
proved, the Supreme Court’s
sirength will poup to 37 Singe
ledpes of the 38 sanctioned
strenggth — alen making G Agar-
wal the third woman SC odge.

Before moving to the Delhi
High Court, Justice Upadinyaya
had sleoserved asChief Justioe
of the Bombay HC.

Bom In 1965 in Uttar Pra-
desh's Ambedkar Magar dis-

trict, Justice prad-

uated In law from Lucknow
University in 1991 and prac-

ttsed broadly In chdl and con-
sttutional matters. He was ap-
polnted chief stamding counse]
for Uttar Pradesh 1n May 2007
and held the office until his
clevation as.Judge of the Alla-
habad HC in 2011 Hewas made
3 permanent judge In August
2013 and became a Senbor
Judge of the Lucknow Benchin
March 2023 In July 2023, he
wasappointod the Chiel Justice
of the Bombay HC.

Mearty b months after he
took charge, then Delha HC
hadge Justice Yashwant Varma
ot embrodled In & conlroversy
over thie of cash dur-
iy fire st hits official restdence,
in March 2025, [n 1= aftermath,
] Upadhyaya had submitied a
report on the inctdent folflowing
a preliminary Inquiry to then
Chief Justice of Indla Sanjiv
Khanna with the “prima facle
opinion that the entire matter
waITans a decper probss”.

(. Agareml, earller this year
heading a division bench, iIna
slgnificant mling, dismissed a
set of appeals and paved the
wy for the povernment topur-
sue eviction proceedings o
clear nearly 45000 sgquare
metresof land of comvictod rap-
kst Asaram’s sshram in Motera,
Ahmedabad, for Common-
wealth Games-20230.

CJ Samgh, with his parent
high court at Jharkhand, was
dlevated asa jodge from the Bar
in 212 Hewss appoinied as the
actingchiel ustioe of the Jhark-
hand HC in 3022 and then took
charpe of Tripura HC z= = Chief
Justice In April 2023, He took
charge as Telangana HC Chief
Justice In Joly 2025 Justice
Singh heatls froma famibywitha
Jedicizl background. His ma-
ternal great-grandiather, the
late B P Sinha, was the sixth
Chief Justice of India.

GoldyBraronFBI'stop10
fugitives list; bounty now $1m

Divya A
New Dellnl, Seplember 28

WANTED IM CASES of monder,
extortion, and drog distribu-
tiio, bestides a robe in the kB ing
of Khalistan! separatist Har-
deep Singh Migar in Canada In
2023, fugittve gangster Goldy
Birar has now boen added to the
FRIs 10 Most Wanted Fugitives
List, the FBI announced on
Monday. The agency also In-
cregsed the boanty on him rom
£50,000 to 31 million (Rs9.58

- BB B

crore Zpprec.) for any informa-
thom beading o ks armest.
“Fugftve foderal defendant
Satinderject Singh (also known
as (zoldy Brar, among other
altases) s belng added on Sep-
tember 28 o the FBT s notonoes
list of Ten Most Wanted Fugl-
tives,” sald FBI Los Angeles
Freld Offfice Assistant Director
in Charge Patrick Grandy Ina
press bricfing. Brartswanted for
his alleged Involvement inthe
Lawrence Bishnol Organised

Crime Group.

]
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SRFTI

day after it witnessed clashes
over an RSS-linked outfit's
event, three FIRs were regls-
tered on Monday — two againet
“unknowm students" and one
agalnst “unknown persons”.

Takingsuo moiu cogndzance
of the Incident._ the Kolkata Po-
Hee filed an FIR agalnst un-
knovam students. Ancther FIR,
registered on a complaink filed
by Akdhill Bharattya Grahak Pan-
chayat (ABGF), the RES-inked
cutft, aleo named “wnknown
shudents”

Unly the FIR, based on a
complaint kodged by SRFTI
Dean{Flm) Sukania Mapomider,
was flked spainest “unkoown per-
SO

Al three FIFs mose or less In-
clude BM5 sections of wrongaful
restraint, assault on public ser-
vanis, volunitariby causing ham,
amnd criminal intmidation.

Inthe police compdaint_filed
oy SEETI Diean (Film) Sukanta
Majumder, it has been alleged
that unknown people

irsulled women siudents’ mod-
esty, and also threatened them.

In thesuo motn FIR kodeed
by the police, unknown stu-
dents have been accused of
wrongfully restralning police
personnel, manhandling them
tordeter them from dischanging
thetr duttes, and breaking the
window panes of 2 gpovernment
wehicle

Thethird FIR, filed cna com-
plaint by ARGE. the outfit s state
umnit beader, Anjan Sinha, hazal-
beged that unknown SEFTT s
dents gheraoed the organisa-
thon's members from 215 pm o
130 pmeon Sunday, when they
had gome Lo the campus to hold
theeveni

Sinhaalleped thaithe SREFTI
stindenis™ Tesiratned
and verbally sbused” thelr
members “and made peshures Lo
insult themodesty of Female G-
thvists™. Healso alleged thatsie-
dents vandalised the photos of
Bharat Maa, Goddess Durga,
and Swami Vivekananda, and
madedermgatony remarks about
thelr orpaniSathom.

Sourcesinithe policesources
sald they were looking Into
CETY footage to ldentify those
trvobved intheviclenoe snd the
exact reason behimd n.

The clashes ook place over
the ABGPevent on
The RSS-linked owtfit had
bocked an auditoriom for an
“awarencss.  PrOSTRMUS.
Spuroessakd thata groupofisio-
dents objected o the posters
and banmerspuat up by the cutfit
around the campus, leading to
the clash.

[n a statement 1ssued on
Sunday, thestudents"unionsaid
that after they objected to the
ABGE event, they were as-
saulted and called “anti-na-
tionals”, urban naxals and ter-
rorists, leading to a scuffle.
“Membersol the ABGP atizched
students, Inchidingwomen sho-
dents, punched and kicked
them, and pelted stones and
bricks at them. Students were
chased through the campuos.._
The library was surrounded,
keaving students and staffin a
situationof fear inside thetr own
Institute,” the students’ union
rakd In & statemenl.

Tenstons continsed il late
sl night &= polioe cordomned off
the camipus.

On Monday, the students
held astlent vigll, carmying pho-
tos of Dr B R Ambedkar. There
werenoreportsof anyuniowarnd
Incidents with smdents atend-

Ing classes, and there were no
of oui=lders In fromnt

of the Instnbe’s maie.
“Today the situation ks nor-

classes " an SRFT] official sald.

West Bengal Hipher Educa-
ton Minkster Jaganmath Chat-
topadhyay sald no one In-
volved in the violenoe would be
spared, and Insult to Swami
Vivekananda or Bharat Mata
would not be iolerated.

Speaking to reporters after
an event, Chattopadhyay said
violence of any kind had no
place In educational Instito-
tons."Any kind of violence In
an educational Instiution ks
condemnable. 11 1= not desir-
able. But 1L as [ saw in the vis-
uals, Swaml Vivekananda's
plcture or Bharat Mata's pic-
ture was kicked during the al-
tercation between the two
sldes, then we must under-
stand that we are passing
through a terrtble siuation,” he
sald.

"Wewill change this culture
In educational Instiutions. Mo
Bengal student cankicka plc-
ture of Vivekananda. This cul-
ture will ot be tolerated,” the
minister sadd.

E—
ITIP growth
that the econommy had “held up
will” despite persistent global
uncertalnibes and elevated
eneTgy prices. While the per-
formance of consumer dur-
sbiles, Sinha ==1d, continued o
e & positive for

“thefecble performance of con-
sumer non-durables remalns

Consumer durables and
non-turables are key Indicatons
of household demand. And
whille production of durables 1s
strong, analysts have been
soumnding caution ahesd of the
festival season, which sees In-
dians splurging on new pur-
chases. But with prices of con-
sumer clectronlces ristng fora
varlety of reasons —slgmifl-
canthy More expensive Memory
chips and other key Inputs=uch
a5 copper and aluminium as
wizll a5 Incressing frefght costs
— demand may face head-
winds.

However, Indians are seen
relying on loans to make pur-
chases, with URS analysts pre-
dicting last week that India 1s
entering a “strong unsecured
credit growth cycle, led by per-
sonal loans". Latest dats from
the Reserve Bank of India
shows that while personal lnans
ghven by bankswere up §6.2%.a5
oftheend of July, those gheen by
nior-hanks were up 2L4%.

Indusirial prowih as per the
Index of Industrial Production
{IIF) was 74% tn Joby and 4 7%
I Angust 2026 The [P com-
prises four key sectors, with
manufacturing acoounting for
three-fourths of the entire
I

The Aupgpst Indusirial
growth print of 8% 1s the latest
1In & serles of robust economes
numbers, with June having
posted an expanston of 8.8%,
the highest since 19%: in March
2024. So far In the Arst Ave
monthsof 20236-27 or April-Au-
st 2026, industrial growth has
averaged 6%, well abowe 4 2%
in the =zame pertod of
26

Madan Sabnavis. Chief
Economist at Bank of Baroda,
zaid, Il thiz 15 malntained,
India can regtster growth of 7-
85 for the year on the back of
higher growth durtng the fiest-
val season with demamnd buatkd-
Ing up. This makes the third
quarter very critical for indus-
y”

A [avourable base effect
usually occurs when output
ctther stapnated or fefl in the
year-agn month which 15 used
o calonlate the growth rate for
thi latest month. As such, this
[vonrabie base meant the year-

m

Encouraging data

Alfter a faster-than-expected
GNP growth of 7.8% in April-
June, despite headwinds
from the West Asia conflict,
the monthly data continues
tobe encouraging. The fes-
tive season will be akey
gauge of demand, with the
weak monsoon and rising
prices seen as drags on
consumplion.

on-year growth rates In Aogost
2026 for industrial outpat a5 3
whole and the manufacturing
sector were lmpressive even
thowgh production was down
compared o July 3036: mam-
facturing output was down
1.4%, while overall indusirial
production was 1B% lower.

According to Rabual Agra-
wal, Principal Eoonomist at rat-
Img= agency ICRA, the favour-
able base effect In Angust 2036
was bocause of “Inventory ne-
callbration” In August 3025
ahead of the widehy-expected
cuts in the (35T rates, that were
anmounced by the GET Counctl
In carhy 2025 and
came Into effect later that
month.

Within the manufacturing
sector, 18 of the 23 categorics
posted higher year-on-year
growih in thelr output In Au-
gust. According to Devendra
Pant, Chief Economist at India
Ratings & Besearch, thisunder-
lned “pencralised Improve-
ment.

“Like previous months, clec-
trical equipment and motor ve-
hicles continued to recornd
strong growth of 30.9% and
25 7%, respectvely,” Pant sakd,
adding that the former's per-
formance was Indicative of
“Erowing domestic and external
demand for Indian manufac-
tured dectrical poods.

The sharpest sectoral
mznith-on-month fall in Augues
was for minkng and quarrying,
whose output slomped 9.2%
from July. Mining and quarmy-
Ing, which accounts for over a
tenth of the [IF, usually suffers
during the monsoon as raln
hinders mining activity. Ona
year-on-year basts, mining and
quarrylng output was down
5,605 In Auggmst.

A favourable base also
helped push up the cutput of
thi ‘electricity and pas supply”
soctor to 12.3% In August, al-
though it was the only sector o
post asequential improvement
In production. However, this
mionth-on-month cutput in-
Crease was amere (3%,

partment Lo regisier & case.
Though the officer allegedly
tried ko drag the case for years,
thi brother conHmed pursaing
it. making sure he was event-
ually brought o justioe.

A minorscuffle, its

COMSSJUCRCES
“Twas 22 Therewas a minor

niedghbourwas

relativeof Thachankany and his
farmily took the matter up with
theofficer. "Hie asked hisrelathe
to file a complaint ot onby
agralnst me but also my father
Furowils and clderbrother Al
ander,” Boby=atd.

The FIR alleged that they
stormed Into the house of the

oomplatnant and manhamdlod
him. “The scoffle had taken
place at our house, nothis” Boley
told The Indien Fxpress.

Boby, Alexander and Ko-
nurvla securad batl from s kocal
court bt polioe added another
charge: That they had
threatened the complalnant at

Sections of the Arms
At were Imvokied and thee court
cancellod thelr bail.

The trio went into hiding.
“Polioe threatemsd our mother.
Theydid not spare the premises
ofpurstster, who was pregnant.”
sabd 63 ypear-old Alexander.

Woeks later, the father and
thee twn srns obiained pre-arrest
bail_

Bautt for Boby and Alexander,
this was not Lhe Hme to rest.

They moved the police de-
pnnmntmmm;:ﬂm.agmm

. When it yielded
nch:lln.g. the family fled a pri-
vate complaint with a local
oo, aocustng Thachankary ol

[abricating a case against them.
The magistrate court orderesd &

probe against the officer. But,

[ 20002, Boby approached
theVigikmee, allegtng that Tha-
chankary had amassed wealth
disproportionate to his known
soraroe of Income.

‘Whien no FIR was registenad,
Boby approached the HC in
200 thee nizdhyear, the' Yigllanoe
Informed the court the probe
wiild be completed within six
monihs.

AsVigllencerontinued dag-
ging its fieet, Boby approached
then Chief Minister ¥ 5 Achu-
thanandan which fnalhy led to

registrationofan FIR in 2007
TheVigilanoe probe oonvened

and 2007 With the probe not
making much progress, Boby
approached the HC in 2010, 81
Ing aoombermpt of oowrt petition
agalnst the department. The
petitionwascosed with the Vig-
lanwce tefling the court the probs:
WaE 0L

In 2043, the Vigllance Aled
the fAnal report In the spectal
court In Thrissur, stating that
Thachankary wasfound inpos-
sesslon of pecuniary resources
and propeniesiothesdent of Bs
& lakh, disproportionate tohis
kmioam sources ol Inonme.

meenioe, Bobwy petitioned the HE
Chief Justioe in 3007, In 2048, he
petitioned another HC udge
with jurtsdictional supervisory
charpe ovver the spectal court i

A

Thachankary allegedby tried
o protract the framing of
charges agalnst him as well as
the irial In 309, he approached
the spectal court, seeking
transferof the Vigllance case_As
thie court refused, he mioned the
HC. The case was then trans-
Terred o the special oo in Kot-
iLaymm in A0

revision petition of the offioor

Thachankary them ap-
proachied the state povermiment,
which ordered further probe.
Bty moved the HC agaimst the
orderbat hispleswas rejected by
asinglebench. In2021, Bobwyap-
proached the division bench,
which, in 2025 came out against
Further probe and directed the
oo ioexpedie thetrizlwithin

sty months.
Meamwhile, in 2023, Tha-
chankary retired from servioe.
Thachankary is presently
lodged In central prison In

In HC. The HC has reserved lis
verdicton his plea
Alesander s stlll wnsowre I

“He must have heard sbout the
Earteelithara family. After pet-
timg khiadd {uniform), he might
have thouwght about taking on
ourprominent Fmiby by imph-
catingusina flsecase iogatn at-
tention,” sabd Alecander.

Boby and Alexander's
pranduncle Kartvelithara Ms-
thew Korah, a Congress leader,
had been a minister in the Tra-
vancore government. He had
served as a memmnbeer of Travan-
oo Leglslathve Council as weil
a5 the Travancore-Cochin As-
semibly before the formation of
Keralam.

Bengal SIR

Mohana, that though the case
was listed for hearing on Sep-
temnber 23 the causelist was ow
showing It a= Bsted for hearing
oniOciober 5 Hecontended that
theexchided voters in thesecon-
stituencies had already kst thelr
chanoe b vole In one election
and that they would not be able
tovole In the October 6 polls as
well ifthetr appeals werenot de-
chded urpenithy.

“Weanesockdngurment dinec-
s 50 Uhat 1t can be lstod be-
fore that. There are more than
18,000 appeaks pending which
anve niot boen disposed of. Thess
people did not take part tn the
first elections,” he satd.

TheCllsaid, “Theseameonly
bry-elertions, that's all”

Inan afftdavit fled, the EC
said only 1,26,194 appealsontofa
totzl 38,31 A29 appeals had been
decided so far while 3705,235
were pencding. Accordine tothis,
6,443 appeals were filed in Man-
digmmandsoiardhad beonne-
slored. In Refinagar, cubof 12452
appeals, four havebeen restoned.

Maharashtra drought

average bevel, It was the pro-

CTops.
in thie 102 days between June 1
and Sepember 11, Sakrt did not
recehve any rainfall for 67 days,
Including adry spell of 22 con-
secuthve days.
According toan official ofithe
agriculturedepariment, Sakrita-
Tuka, comprising 27 villages, re-
celved only 50 per cent of s
averape rainfall In Aumest and
September. "Theralnsin thisre-
glon were scanty as most of the
rainfall was over the Western

Farmers across Sakrl and
parts of nedghbouring Jalgaon
sald the dry spell has left the
kharf crops stunted, and felds
without enough molsture o
sow the rabl crops. S5ome of the
oliddier farmers comipared it the
1972 drowght in Maharachira,
adding that the current crists
was partioukarhy painfol becase
the season had Inttially ap-

peared promising.

The povernment's drought
declaration, made wnder the
Dimoushit Manapement Code, fol-
lows an assessment of ralniall
and other factors, Inchuding a
irigger of at least 1 consacutive

shower — through the day, and
sometimes waking at night at
the imagimed sound of raln-
dmps. The mins never camie.
“When monsoon began in
June, we were hopeful of steady
rainfall. [t rained untll the first
week of August and then 1t

abnuptly stopped. [ remember
the last shower was 3 weak

dirtde, not enough Lo ssep Into
thee 5ol Mo, wehave o soe the
crops baming In the =un,™ sakd
Mimbabal Brahmane, 65, a
[armer from Khiorl willase.
Brahmane's two-acre farm
had groundnuot, cotton and
bajra. The groundnut crop had
mached the pod development
stape when the ralns
Fhm:gmnnphmﬁmmemu.
she showed the underdevel-
oped seods Instde. The crop, she
=ald, 15 metther fit for consump-
thon o =ale. Hleft todny further,
1t may not even be oseful as
cattle fodder.
Farmers in EKhor and nelgh-

irrigation facilites. The maln
Crops growT here sre ke, soy-

ing Bhil, Eokna, Gamit, Malkda
and Pardhi. Many have culti-
vated forest land for gener-
ations. They were part of the
38 march bo Mumbal and the
20%3 march to Nashik, secking
recogndtion of thetr forest rights
and compensztion durng
droughis, undertheSabyashod-
hak Shetkar Sabha.

Mow, they ame not omly wor-
ried about crop kosses, but aksn
sbout whether they will be able
Lo @ocess the rellel announced
by the governmendt, In view of
thetrpendingdatms for individ-
nal forest righl=.

“In 300, aGovernmient Ries-
ohution had anmoonoed that re-
Tieiwill also be granted to those
with pending clatmes for mdivid-
nal ditkes. Bt our taluka did not
et amycompensation. We hope
that we are Incheded this year
and the rebief s gven,” szid Man-
saram Pawar of Khorl.

Besides affecting thelr khart§
crops, farmers pointed ot that
the prolonged dry spell has left
thetr Nelds without enough
moisture for the rabi season.

“Thiswould mean getiing
ot of two cpcles of debt_ Mostof
uswith small land hobdings put

—

everything we had from the pre-
vious season in the kharf

and hawe nothing left,” said
Pamial Gawil, 60, of Lagadwral.
He said it brought back mem-
ories.of the 1972 drought, recal-
ling how his father recounted
that amilies had to depend on
wild plants for food.
Bansi Pawar, 75, another
farmer, sakd this year's drought
harsher because
farmiers had Invested thiotr -

sayingfamilles had tio-depend on

using water from a well where
the level is steadily (alling.
Farmer=in the reglon are rylng

thing from the season, bat the
Imvestment carries the risk of
anothercrop fallore.
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Nabintargets
Mamata rule for
trade lull, vowsto
revive biz activity

Press Trustof India
Kolkata, September 28

BIPMATIOMAL prestdiont Nidn
Mahitn on Monday promised an
Investment-friendly cBmate in
the state o revive Industrial ac-
tvity anid create employment,
while alieging that more than
6,700 compantes shut down In
the state-duringthe [5-year TME
rude.

Adkdressing a “Yuova Samvad
Conclave” at Space Clrcle near
Chinar Park in Kolkata, Mabin
sald the BJP government in the
siate, bed by Chief Minister So-
werdu Adhikan, would fsoson
creating opportundties for the
youth and attracting fresh In-
vestmenis.

“Meore than 6 A companies
have shut down here In thie last
10-15 years oy effort i ooreate
anemirmnmentwhere ifyou in-
west In West Bengal, we willghve
ol 3 gond platfioom,” hesaid.

Nabin also recalled a Umie

tiomn, and people from netgh-
bouring states came here n
search of jobs.

Nabin alsoslammed Con-
press leader Rahul Gandhil over
vaobe theft allegations, saying
that opposition parties rakso m
objections when they win, bat
lash out at the Election Commis-
slon onoe they lose.

“The opposition has grosmn

from thedrdefeals Be
it the Congressor TMC, they are
unabde todipest their loss. When
they win elections In Tamil
Madu and Kerala, they do not
think aboot EC. But when the
BIF wins in West Bengal,
Assam, or Uilar Pradesh, theop-
position vents s anger on the
poll body and EVMs,” he satd.

EVENT TO BE HELD FROM JANUARY 28 TO 31

Govtlines up global energy meet,
hopes to attract investment, jobs

Will offer land

to Indian Oil
Corporation to
expand operations
in Haldia: Suvendu

Press Trust of India
Kolkara, feptember 28

CHIEF MIMISTER Suvendu
Adhikar on Monday said the
India Energy Week (Bharat
Shakil Sapiah) will be held in
Kolkata in Janmary next year,
and expressed hope that the
global patheringwill bring sub-
stantial capital Aow and create
Jobs in the state.

He al=o said that his gow-
crnment 1= working on offer-
ing land to Indizn (1 Corpor-
atlon {10} for expanding 1=
operations in Haldiz in Purba
Medintpur district, where the
central PSU has sought 175
acres of lamd.

"We will observe Bharat
Shakil Saptah In West Bengal
viry successfully this time. 1
believe 1f we can successfully
organise World Enerngy Week,
there will be substantial tn-
westment in this sector in the
coming days,” he told a point
press conference with Unlon
Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri_

The event will be held from
January 28 bo 31 next year.

"Existing profects will ex-
pand, and the facilites related
toinfrastrocture, employment
and investment that we see In

L o PR

> Unlocking Innovation
Securing Energy
Shaping Tomorrg )

during the curtein raiser event of india Enengy Week 2027 in Kollcats on Monday. /n

other states will comse Lo West
Bengal,” Adhikard said.

Adhikart thanked the
Union Ministry of Petroleam
anid Maboral Gas and prablbesoc-
tor undertakings, Including
10, for choosing Kollata asthe
host partner for the India
Encrgy Weele

1 once agaln express my
gratimde as Chief Minkster to
Mr Hardeep Singh and theen-
tire Petrobeum and Natural Gas
Departmenit family, including
100, for orpani=ing this ovent
here In Eolkata, the City of
Joy, " he said.

He also pratsed IO for
undertaking a major Corporate
Social Responstbllity (CSR) In-

tlative to plant several lakh
mangrove saplings tn the Sun-
darbans

Pur said the Energy Week
eventwill be held tn'West Ben-
gal following the change of
government, and with Prime
Mindster Marendra Modt keen
to bring development to the
CASTETT TeElon.

Purd akso zald India Enengy
Woek ([EW) will help boost In-
vesiment In the sector.

Adhikar! alleged that the
previous TMC povernment
had 15 kakh beniefic-
arlesof the Ufpwala 3 scheme.

He also clatmed the pre-
vious dispensation did not
grant the petrolenm mining

Allowance hike,
shift to permanent
buildings: CM's
Anganwadi push

Koflata: The state povemment
will shift niearhy 9000 Angran-
wadl centres currently operating

at the Anganbiilan
S’ eventin Pandhail, Morth 24
Parganas, Adhikarl also an-
niounoed that all IES centresin

CiD personnel inspect the crims spot in Birbhum on Mondsay. m

BJP booth worker shot

dead in Birbhum; CID,
STF take over probe

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, September 28

THE CID and Special Task
Force of police on Monday

thestatewould recetveclecinicity | began aninvestipation Into the
frecof oost. killing of a booth-level BJP
“Mearly 19000 Anganwadl | worker who was shot dead by
cenires inthestateareopemiing | fwo motorcycle-bome assall-
from rented premeses. Inthe | ants in Birbhom district a day
days ahead, all these contreswill | ago, officens satd.
beshifted topoevemment-owned Senlor police officers, n-
permanent bulldings, and the | duding the Birbhum Superin-
fonds forthishavealse | tendentof Police Bidie Ra) Ban-
lease for an ONGC project at boen allocated by the state gov- | dyopadhyay, supervised the
Ashoknagarin Morth 24 Parga-  ermment,” Adhikar sasd. trvestization on Monday.
nas district. He sald an additional A sniffer dog was also

The I has sought 175

Bs 5000 had been added o

brought in, and the police are

acres of land at Haldia for s monthly allowance of Angan- | examining the roote the sesatl-
expansion, the chief minlster  wadl workers from Aogust. He | snts had taken after kKilbng the
sakd. sald weorkers had been broughe | BIP worker.

The CM did not elaborate under the Ayushman Bharat “All possible angles are
on this, bot the B hasare-  health insumnoescheme under | belng examined, and some
fimery at Habdis which they would beeligblefor | leads have emerped. Detalls

"Haldia Development treatmentofupioRs5lakhayear | will beshared lates,” the 5P =sid.
Authority has 85 acres; weare  at govermment and private hos- The incident took place on
talking with the port author-  pltalsoovered by the scheme. Sunday night In the Millpara
1tie= (in Halbdia) to offer land,” Heannounced an increasein | anea 1 under Bol-
hiesaid the feod allocation st centres. | pur Mumicipaliny's Ward 12,

The chief minister further  The allocation for children has Thee deceased, idenitified as
sald he asked the I0Cosetup  beenincreased from Bs6loRss, | Chandan Bhalla (47), was the
a petrochemical plant here  while that for pregmant and lac- | BIF of booth number
amd the povernment will pro-  tating women has been ratsed | 202 in Ward 11 of the Bolpar
vide land for 1L fromBEs12inRs14 hesatd. ENS | Muondcipality and worked asa

clerk at the state prvermment's
Land and Land Reforms De-
pariment. Hewas also trreolved
in land transactions. a senior
police official =aid.

Police =aid Bhalla had kefi
his home to show a plotof kand

Lo & prospectve buyer when
o men riding a motorcycleal-
legedly approached him and
fired at him from close range
before flecing.

A complaint was lodged al
Bolpur police statton by his
younger son, Shubhrakantd
Ehalla Mo one was named &
an accused In the

Bhalla’s wife Shyamall
claimed her hoshand was
called out of his home and shot
dead, demanding the arres
and punishment of those re-
spansible.

Birbhum BJP organiss-
tional district president Uday
Shankar Bandyopadhyay de-
manded an investigation and
urged the police to kdentify and
arrest the culprits after s proper
probe. “The police are cxamin-
ing all possible angles, Inchod-
ing poditical rivalry and a dis-
pute bHnked 1o land

transactons,” the SP=ald.

Shri Ajit Kumar Panda

Chairman and Managing Director
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Think Logistics , Think CONCOR
Seamless End-to-End Logistics across Rail, Road & Sea

Drouble Stack Container Train
on Dedicated Freight Comidor

EXCERPTS FROM CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH AT 38" AGM OF CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.
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Taking Note

AGRICULTURE MINISTER
ShivrajSingh Chouhanon
Monday launched aveiled
attack on someofthe
country’s Lop agriculiure
officials for their seemingly
casual approach during a
conference. Addressing offi-
cials onthe opening day of
the two-day National Agri-
culiure Conference — Rabi
Campaign 20126, Chouhan
observed that not all partici-
pantswere laking notes.
Taking the route of sublle
innuendo, Chouhan said, ©1
notice that some friends are
taking notes, while others —
perhaps so learned — might
b registering the informa-
tion mentally. However, I
urge you o make sure you
do registerit.”

Role of Honour

AT Atime when women's
issues are dominating
political discourse, R5S-
linked Bharatiya Kisan
Sangh (BES) is oncanising a
conference of women
farmers &t the Indira Gan-
dhi Indoor Stadivmin Delhi
on September 300 Being
held in the International
Year ofthe Woman Farmer
declared by the United Na-
tions, the BES conference
focuseson highlighting that
women undertakea
substantial share of agricul-
tural activities, while also
preserving traditional far-
ming knowledge and
indigenons sceds. Some of
thiem will alsobe honowred
for theirwork in areas

such as organic farming,
animal hushandry, fiood
processing, oic.

DUSU polis: Rahul
asks NSUI chief,
Kanhaiya Kumar
to explain rout

Azad Rehman
New Delirl, Seplember 28

WEEKS AFTER It was routed In
the Delhl University Students
Union {IDUSLT elections, failing
Lowin &seat inthecentral pancl
fior the fimst ime inover adecade,
thi Congress's NSUT In-charge
Eanhalya Kumar and prestdent
Vimod Jakhar were summaoned
by Bl Gamdhil om Momday:
The Leader of Opposition
answers on Lhe defeat
from the e leaders, B is leami.
The MSUIL, or the Mational
Smdents’ Ungon of Indta, s the
Congress's student wing. The
miceking came at a ime when
Gandhi's siudent outreach,
“Chhatron ki Goon) ™ hasdrasm
stzable crowds indiffercnt cities
and the Oppostionand the CIP
are preparing tocormer the Elec-
tion Commission over IS inler-
nal differences on the 1ssue of
SR of electoral rofls CIPhadled
thie protests against the NEET
exam paper leak, which foroed
Dharmendra Pradhan to resign
a5 Unbon BEdwcation Minister in
July, bringing to the fone youth
discontent on varous Issues.
Sources sald Gandhi was
unhappywith Knmar and Jak-
har over the MSUT's defeat ata
time when the Congress I1s
making susialned efforts Lo
reach out to the youth and
(en-Evoters. The leaders have
submitted a report to the Lol
whio asked them spectilc ques-
ttons sbout the reasons for the
defieat In the DUSU polls. Gan-
dhi 15 also kearnt to have asked
Jhakkar and Kumar pointed
questions aboubwhy Indepen-
dent candidate Deepansho
Shokeen, who left the NSUT,
was not accommodated and
riven a ticket
Thetwo beaders are leami o
hawve told Gandhi thal the con-
dittons Shokeen had placed
were unreasonable. However,
Gandhi was not kappywith the
way the matter was handled,
acoomiing o souroes.

CWC meeting today: ECrow
and Opp strategy onagenda

Hew DEHLL Sepiember 28

AS THE Opposition secks to
step up pressure on the Elec-
thom Commission (EChaftor lest
week'srevelations ol a divide In
the poll panel owver voter roll
revision — first reported by The
Imdfan Express — the Congress
Iz likely to demand an Inguiry
and call for “sction from the
poll panel and the povern-
meL”, sources sald,

Thedectsion will be taken at
a meeting of the Congress
Working Committee {CWC) on
Tuesday. “We will give every-
one present at the meeting a8
chance to speak and wAll ac-
cordingly release a statement.
Bt these Inguirtes and call for
action are kel inbepart of the
CWC resolution on Tuesday,”
sakl a Congress instder.

The Indian Express on Sep-
tember 23 reported that Ebec-
tion Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshl
had objected on record at least
14 times in 10 months o SIR-re-
lated dectsions taken withoot
thetr knowledge and glarding
gaps In processes. [na foor-
page note 1ssued afler a meet-
ing of the full Commisston on
Saturday, the poll panel an-
nounced nine dectsions that

THE INLMAN BAFRESS
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Police use water cannon to disperse Congress workers during a
protest against the SIR process, in Jeipur on Mondey. s W ees

addressed, point by potnk, sev-
eral of the concerns recorded
by Commisstoners Sandbn and
Joshl. However, 1t kefit several
quiestions unanswersd.

Thaz [N A blocis schadulad
o meet just & day after the CW0E
to chart oul a joint plan for the
Oppositionon the BC ssue. Top

thon leaders will attend

the meeting on Wednesday:

Congress preskdent Malllar-
fun Kharge =ald the Congress
takes the EC matter “serloushy™
“This Issue concems the entire
country. the existence of our
demiocracy and the survival of

our counkry. That1s why we are
very sorious shoat this ksee,” he

luLirq:-:mﬂsnnMun:lay

He sald the ECs “owm
people have exposed them™
and that even a “former Chicf
Serretary of Kerala has said that
the Chief Election Commis-
shoner himself told him to comn-
test the election™. “This means
that hels propagating the BRI
philosophy and has become a
BJPworker. Gyanesh Kumar
should nesign. We have o take
acthon sxainst him, even after
hils reslgnation,” sald Kharpe.

The CWC meeting comes al
a iime when the Cockroach
Janta Party has given a call for
& Jantar Mantar-l1tke protest In
Mumbsal onOctober 2 demand-

Ing CHEC Gyanesh Kumars res-
Ignation. The Opposition has
also ratsad the demand, saying
Kumar must step dowm.

(ver the last few days, the
Congress has held protests
across the country demanding
Kumar's resignation. “The
Congress has protested In
1000+ districts todsy. Mr. Gya-
nesh, thisis o=t the beginming.
The groundswed] will only growsr
from here on. My advice to
Modi-Shah, sack Gyanesh be-
fiore the stroets are Alled with
people refecting your Vote
Chorl shenanigans”
general secretary (Organisa-
tion) K C Venogopal posted omn
X on Monday.

The Opposition plans to
muree 8 motion in both Houses
of Parltament toremove Knmar
&5 CEC, with the parties learmit
i be working together to draft
a motion seeking advice from
Jegal experts. In March, 63 Ralya
Sabha MP's and 1320 Lok Sabha
M5 had moved a motion seek-
Ing Eumar's removal. The mo-
tion was rejected by the chalrs
of both Houses on April 6. Om

2Congleaders
held for protest
outside CEC’s
homeinAgra

Manish Sakw
Lucknow, Seplember 28

THE AGRA Police on Monday
arrested two Congress leadors
for attempt to murder after &
groap of Congress workers
gathered near theancestral resk
denoe of CEC Gyanesh Kumar
InAgrato protest and alkegedty
defaced the walls of the house.

Police arrested Congress

stk peneral secrelary (orzanisa-
Hom) Anil Yadav and Mathura
ditstrict president Mulkesh Dhan-
igar after they chased thelr ve-
hicle while they were allepedly
trytng o leave Agra for Delhl
58-I Gupia ==aid that after re-
cebving Informationola crowd
gathered outside the CEC's
Thonzse in Apra’s Vigsy Magar, he,
accompanied by 8 constable,
reachod the spot and foond 15-
A people raksing shogans.
“We hawe ammestod two per-
sons In connection with the
case. Both have beon named o
thie FIR." sakd Agra Additional
Depaty Commisstoner of Po-
Ibce Mano) Kumar Yadawv.
Palice are examining CCTV
footage toldentify otherpoople
whio may have been irvohved i
the alleged protest. The Con-
gress had called protests against
ithe CEC across the state amid =
o over Ehe BCs functioning.

AAPrecords 68%

fallin donations in
2025-26,BJD declares
zero contributions

T e
ECi ([ ake et
bl contribution 250 s nthat annual
reports of BJP, B e o e s
Congress & other o il NI, kool Tl
national parties }m.llﬁ:d;:";mmn[

Bs&lcrore, with Vodanta Lid the
Damiini Math & JatinAnand  biepest donorwith Bs 25 croee.
New Detht, September 28 Meanwhile, BIP ally Asom

Gana Parishad, whidch recetved

THE AAP declared donations
of Bs 12.09 crore In 2025-26,
showing a 68% decrease from
the previous year, the party'’s
contribation report tothe Elec-
tion Commi=ston reveals. The
conirbutions to the BID fell
100 In the same year, which
wiis 1= first yearout of power In
Odlisha after over two decades.
Of the AAPS total declared
coniributions In 202526, two
dioniors— the Prodent Electoral
“Tirst and Trident Limited —ac-
counted for nearty allof B, with
Bs S oroneeach. Prodent Electo-
ral Truest tsoneof the key donors
Lo partics, which In past yearsre-
cebved contributions from lead-
Ing corporations, incloding
Bharti, Tata Group, Jindal, etc.
The report of domations W
Prudent for 202526 was mot yet
avallable. Trident Lid was
founded by Balinder Gopta, the
Punjab-based billionalre who
wits an AAP MPunt sadiching
i thie BIP carfier this year. AAP
alnrecebved Rs 5 Lakh from Jain
Siddsqul and Associates and Bs
2000 from Brilliant Study
Centre, with the rematning do-
s Ashuireh
Ranks, nowea co-comvenerof the
CIP, who had eardierserved asan
AAPspokespemson, made a do-
nation of s 21100 to the party.
In2024-25, the AAPhad declared
Rs 3810 crore indonations.
The total donattons o the

party may be higher as parties

contributions of Bs 764 crone,
gol a substaniial chunk of this,
that 1= Bs 5.18 crore, from the
BIIs state unit In As=sam. The
party also recetved conbribo-
thonsworth Rs 35 lakh from two
firms In tranches of Rs 25 lakh
and B= 10 lakh, respectively.

U the other hand, ey MDA
ally TIN pecetved B 5825 crore
tn contributions. Of that, Bs 45
crore were recehved from the Poo-
dient Electoral Trost besed out of
Delht Companies were the nizd
larpest donoms tothe TDP having.
contributod Bs 176 crore.

Paswan's LIP(Ram
‘Wilas), which recetved Rs 323
crove In donations, pot Rs 1 orore
from Prodent Ebectoral Trust.

frawoddd Lid, JFY Infratech Pyl
Lid, and Bhawan Homes Pro-
pocts Pt Lid, among othiers, ac-
counted for over Bs 80 lakh of
the contributions recehod.

The YSRCP has declared
donations of Bs 24 _30 crore,
with the larpest contributlonof
Bs 10 crore from Chennal-
based Goodwond Sanctuary
Pvi Lid and Bs Scrore from MA
Divine Habitat Pyt Lid — also
from Chennal.

The BC s et to make public
the contribution reports of the
BJP, Congress and other na-

thonal panies.

TN EARMARKS RS 755.83 CR ANNUALLY FOR PROGRAMME
Vijay rolls out gold ring scheme
for newborns in state hospltals

Arun Janardhanan
Chernal, Seprember 28

TAMIL NADU Chief Mindster C
Joseph Vijay on Monday
launched & scheme to give &
ome-gram pold rng of 22 -carat
o every eligible baby born ina
government health tnstitution
in the state, rolling out one of
the TVE povernment’s promi-
nent election promises.

Wijay Inaugurated the That-
maman Thanga Mothiam Thit-
tam(Maternal UnclesGold Bing.
Scheme) at Government Rajajl
Hospital in Madural. The state
heas earmarked Bs 75583 crore
annually for the programme, e5-
timated tooover sbout 442 lakh
dieliveries inpovernmaent health
faciines cach year.

The scheme applics retro-
spectively o bables borm ingov-
ernment hospitaks and primary
health centres from. June 22(V1-
jay's birthday). Both boys and
girls are eligible. The mother
=t be a Tamil Madu ressdent,
registered under the Pregnancy
and Infant Cohort Monitoring
and Evabuaton (PICME) system
and have a Reproductive and
Child Health IT1.

Rollilng out the scheme,
Wiay presented rings toinfants,
Including three bables seated
with thetr mothers on stage.
One reciplent, Archana Devl,
sabd shewas marved
becanse she had nobrothers. ©1

Tamil Nadu Chisf Minister C loseph Vijay presents & gold ring toa
newborn at Madurai's Government Hajaji Hospital on Monday. Fn

am extremety happy to recetve
thee mold ring fior my danghter.”
she sald, adding that Vijay had
treated her “as a sister”

Wiy later vistted the hosp-
tal’s maternitty ward and pres-
ented rings o more newboms.
At the tnaugaral foncton, dngs
were presented to 27 Infants
overall. The programme bor-
rows Its name from the Tamil
tradition of thatrraaman seer,
Inwhich amaternaluncle pres-

ents gifts to his sister schild.

The povernment has pro-
cured 1.28 kakh rings in the first
phase. Each Bl5-hallmarked
ring will carry a wnigue setial
number and be supplied in
‘tamper-proof packaging.

“The rollout has been tem-
porarby withheld tn Maduran-

of the Model Code of Conduct
for the coming byelections.

India, Netherlands set to deepen agri ties

Express News Service
New Detht, September 28

THE LANDMARE Free Trade
Agmeement{FTA}between Indla
and the Eoropean Unlon would
forther boost the bao countries”

In Mew Delhl wrote on X that
Erkens —the Netherlands Min-
1ster for Food , Fisher-
fes and Horlculture — met
Union Agriculture Minister
Shivra) Singh Chouhan for “a
bilateral discusston to decpen
theelr cooperation tnclimate-ne-
silient agrioulture and water-cf-
ficlent cultivation™. “Minister
Chouhan has also underined

the impact of the [ndo-Dutch
Centers of Excellenoe” isakd.
India and the EU had con-
cloded negoitiations onithe FTA
this January. The agreement 1s
expected to be signed in De-
cember thisyear, and come Into
oo I 2027, Erkens 15 on a vist
o India, the firstby aDutchagr-
culiure minister heresinoe AHE,
from September ZF-October 2

SOHRABUDDIN ENCOUNTER CASE

Supreme Court
toexamine
acquittals, not
Shah’s discharge

Express News Service
New Dellit, September 28

THE SUPREME Conrt on Mon-
day tesned nolioe on an
challenping the acouital of all 22
aoousad In the 2005 encounter
casenfSohrabaddin Shatkh, his
wilz Kansar Bl and hisaide Tol-
stram Prajapatt, butmade it chear
that it will not re-examine the
dischange of Undon Home Min-
Ister Amit Shah inthe case.

A three-judge bench pre-
slded ower by Chiel Justice of
India Surya Kant ssued notioes:

the Bombay High Court. The
bench, also

Joymalya Bagchl and V Mo-
hana, was hearlng an appeal
filied by Sohrabodidin's ywunger
brother Rubabuddin Shatkh,
challenging the May 7 2006, HC
Tedgment.

The court said that it’s &
matierof “serious concerm” 1792
wilnesses in 3 trisl tum hostile.

Appearing forthe appelant,
Senlor Advocate D5 Makdu sasd
“since 2010, I have been pur-
sutingr. Al my behiost, Imeestiga-
Honwas also transferred ™.

Justice Bagchi sald, “We
understand there has been a

of hostile of
witnesses™. Bul Maldu said,
“There s [orensic evidence that
could have told the truth and
bulket inuries and canridges
wire fiound. And my sister-n-
lzwr pould not even be traced .
Smtﬂfﬂrmrrmmhm'e

Inghostile, IHsseroues conoerm.”
The judpe added: “But wewill

niot tssue notiozon paragraph 43
{of the fud gment).”

Matdu sabd, “But | belbeve 1t
nieeds & re-look by Your Lord-
ships”

Justice Bagehd =aid: “Its
closed, cannot be reopened.”

Paragraph 43 ofthe HEC judg-
mient diesalt with an application
filed by an Intervenor, Mandar
Ealpesh Kumar, challenging the
Drecermber 2014 trial court onder
discharging Shah_The HC dis-
missad the application obsery-
Ing that it appearcd tohave boen
fliad with “an chilgue mothe at
the instance of poliical adwer-
safes” and without disclosing
the fact that earller, the HC as
well as the SC had dismissed
petittons apatnst thedischange.

The (1 sasd, “We will Issue
niotice. Wie wiould ke tosee the
statements of some of the wit-
nesses. We ane nol summoning
the records In vernacular lan-
guage. You ghve us 4-5 state-
ments which you fecl are vital.
Wewil cxamine”.

Hetooagreed that paragraph
43 meed mot be reopened. “Hut
fior para43.__noquestion of_we
wll not alboey thits kind of . tobe
opened,” the Gl sakd.

Justice Bapch sakd, “Wewill
examinetheaoquikial, although
1t's & concurrent fnding of &c-
quititz] " The jodgesaid, “Forper-
sons who were pul on trial,
whether there was a falr trial,
that 15 & relevant corsideration.
High{Cour says there s nothing
to provide an Inference that a
proper trial was not conducted.”

Appearing for some of the
police personme], Sengor Adwo-
cate K Parameshwar unmed the
courrt ioglve It an early hearing,
saying “We are pubic serrants.
This hasbeen omiour head forthe
last 12 years._~

Tata 'Trusts propose
restructuring of Tata
Sons to avoid listing

George Mathew
Mumbal, September 28

ELEVEMN DMYS after the Tata
Sons boand dectded to pumsue
public Bsting to comply with
Reserve Bank of India (REI)
mandates, Tata Trusts have

Banking Financial Company
nora CIC.

The proposal, sent Lo the
Tata Sons board, imeolves the
mergerof Tata Electronies Sys-
tems Solotions Pyt Lid (TESS)
and Tata Consulting Engineers
{TCE) with Tata Sons Pet Lid
{TSPL). The miove, I approved
and Implemented, would fun-
damentally alter the stracture
and nature of Tata Sons amd
ol takoe it oantssde the remala-
tory framework that trigeercd
Lhie RRI's hsting directive.

“The proposed strateglc re-
organisation of the bosiness
and of TSPLisnota
niew pathway,” Tata Trostsofl-
clals zald on Monday. “TSPL
has, for almoest 80 years out of
= 100-year existence, always

had operating businesses and
operating revenoes, which en-
abdbed 1t to fund Is other, newer
bustness ventures,” they said.

Tata Trusts have asked the
Tata 5ons board bo constder
and approve the proposal and
take all necessary stops, Inchad-
Inz approaching the BB forthe
required no-objection certifl-
cate (NOC), for the proposed
merger and recrganization.
The propo=al comes at acritical
hnecture for Tata Sons. The REI
had rejected the company’s pe-
quist to be deregistered as an
upper-layer NRFC, effecthvely
keeping alive the regulatory

requirement fior s listing.
Tata Trust=, which collec-

tively hold 66 per cent stake in
Tata 5ons, the holding com-
pany of the $180 billion Tata
conglomerate, are now seeking
Lo chiange the underhying stnic-
ture of the company rather
than procecd with a listingin Hs
existing form. The proposed
merger would bring bwo oper-
atingbusinesses directhyunder
TataSons, strengehening Hsop-
erating-business characterand
changing regulatory classifica-
thion of the recrgantsed entity.

# FORMER CM TRAINED HIS GUNS OMN BJP GOVT OVER MINES & MINERALS AMENDMENT ACT, WHICH PROHIBITS MINERAL-BEARING STATES FROM LEVYING TAXES ON MIMING LEASE HOLDERS

In 1st major stir after poll loss, Naveen says ‘will fight fﬂl‘ Odisha until lastbreath’

Sujil Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, September 28

OUTSIE THE Odisha Assem-
biy, a sea of people, running
Into thousands and mostly
dressed In white, started
gathering from acrossthestate
on Monday morming. Around
12 pm, BID chief Maveen Pat-
nalk, escorted by his security
detall, wentup to the dats. The
crorad crupted in applanse, and
slogans of “Naveen Pafnatk
Findabad” rent the atr.
Thisis the first time that the
party has hild a protestof such
a huge scale In the last two
years, afterthe BIPended i=24-

yearnile incapiore power inthe
state In 2024. The party had
calked the protest to oppose the
recenthy passed Mines and Min-

erals (Development and Rep-
Larbom) Amenddment Act, 2036,
Calling for & united fight
against the Act, which “would
cost a boss worth thousands of
crores Lo the stale every year™,
Patnatk =id. "MMDR 15 not an
ordinary Ball, it Is associated
with the rghi=s of the state
Sadly, =uch an Important Bl
was passed tn Parllament with-
ot sy discussion. Inwhose in-
terestdid the 20 BIP Lok Sabha
MPs (from (disha) remaln s1-
benit? The state povermament re-

matned stlent. Whom dio they
femr?”™ the M-year-old ssid
During the rally on Ma-
hatma Gandhi road, for-sdich
warkersand leaders from acres
(Oiisha were mobilised_ Paimatk
rald the state were the
righitful owners of s minesand
its land. In hissharpest offenstve
yet against the BJPregime In
(disha Parnatk sabd thepraem-
menl — alwaysindenial — does
hithe beyond making speeches.
He said despite him writing
rao betters oM Mohan Chamn
Majhl, seeking a spoclal sesshon
of the state Houwse and another
1o pass a resohation against the
new mining law, there was no

MNaveen Patnaik during the rally on Mondsy. srsess

reply. “Why does the (state) gov-
crmment rematn sllent when it
comes o Odisha’s Intercsts? No

party cam ever be greater tham
the motheriand. The chalr of

power you hold today may not

Eolkata

o there oo, Bunk 1 o be-
ity thits lamd, yoo will Bcecon-
demmnation forever. Gen £ will
neverforghveyou,” sald Painatk.
Reviving his reglonal piich
arainst theparty tnpower st the
Centre, he vowed o Oght for
Odisha “until his last breath™.
Fwenasthe (disha gpovernment
s that it s yet o assess the Im-
pactof the new mining law on
the state, polktical parties satd 1L
would suffier a loss of Bs 1 lakh
crone &5 arrears and additional
annual revenue of Rs 12,000
crore from the mindng sector.
What irigpered protest
agalnst the new law 1= a clause
prohibitng the mineral-bearing

states from levying taxes on the
mining lease holders, even
though the Supreme Court, In
Juby 2024, empoaered them to
levy taes and bo oollect armeans
from April 2005, BID sources
sald the party will make it an
Ismaenl Contre vs regional Inker-
est” totanget the RIF which isin
poaer tinthe state and st Centre.
TheBIl has nowdecided o
carry forward the protests Lo
sireets across the stale. Sujats
Pout Karthikeyan, the wife of
former bureancrat and the
former CWCs close alde, VI Pan-
dian; and several other BID
lezders, MIAs and former© kegs-
lators spoke &t the event.
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SUGGESTS POLL PANEL TO USE Al, MACHINE-LEARNING TOOLS TO EXPEDITE PROCESS

Supreme Court gives EC three months
toresolve TMC name and symbol issue

Authorities should be fair’: HC raps EC
over ISF symbol allotment to TMC rebels

Poll panel seeks six
months, top court
says ‘three months
timeis enough’

Mews Service
New Delhi, Sepiember 28

THESUPREME Court on Mon-
day sugpested that the Eloction
Commission use Artificial Iniel
Hgence and machine-learming
tools toexpedite resolotion of
the dispute between Trinamool
Congress [actlons over the
party’s name and symbol

Led by Chief Justice of
Itz Surya Eant and compris-
Ing Justice Joymalya Bagchl
and Justice ¥ Mohana, the
bench 1= heanng former West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Baneree's challenge to the
Election Commission's Interim
order freezing the Trinamool

name and Its sym-
bal unttl a dectston an the fac-
thonal feud 1= taken.

The Election Commission
sought six months to resolve
the matter, but the bench said
three months s “enough”™ At
one point, Justioe Ragchl sasd,
“Use Al and machine-1
devices_... 1t will expedite the
case . reading documents,
oo

Sentor Advocate IS Makdu,
appearing for the poll panel,
sald, “To some extent. they
may help, though not to the ful-
lest extent. ['will tell you the
practical problem we have
faced. Rival partles. party
cadres, members and every-
body wouch for whichever
group they support and then
flle affidavits. They come In

lakhs. Whatever Ume the court
fixes, ket it run from the date
the process of filing affidavits
= completed ™

Appearing for the Trina-
mol faction led by Mamata
Banerjee, party leader and
Sentor Advocate Kalyan Ba-
nerjee sak thelr camp has re-
sponded to the poll panel’s no-
tice, but the rival faction is yet
todo 5o

The bench then sald, “We
Erant fourwecks to the contest-
ing respondents and the pet-
thomier Lo place on record addl-
tional documents, affidavits
and counter-affidavits etc. Let
pleadings be completed inall
respects within four weeks.
The Election Commission of
Imudta shall take three months
thereafier o decide the symbaol
bs=e.”

The poll panel’s counsel
sald 1t would noed at least st
months to decide the Issue.
Justioe Bagchid, however, zakd,
“Three months 15 good
enough.

When the poll body's coun-
sel replled that 1wl be “very
difficult”, the bench said, “1f
SOME extreme exigency arses,
come before us”

Trinamool — Congress,
which lost power In Bengal
after the Assembly poll dnab-
bing this year, i now caught in
a factional feond in the Assem-
by and the Parllament. While
the rebel MPs have joined the
Nationalist Citizen Party of
Imdia and aligned themselves
with the NDA, the rebel fac-
tion comprising MLA= Is led
by Armup Roy and now calls
ii=elfl the Democratic Trina-
mond Congress. The Banerfos-
led faction Is called the Ma-
mata All Indla Trinamool

Congress.

Asks what provisions EC considered
while allotting the symbol to the DTC

Tanusrea Bosa
Kolkata, Seplember 28

RESERVING ITS order on the
allotment of the ‘envelope’
symbal to the TMC s rebel Fac-
tion fior the upooming bypaolls
In West Bengal, the Caloutis
High Court on Monday pulled
up the the Electon Commiks-
shom, asking why 1t did not con-
sider the [SF's application for
thee symibol which was before it
on September 17, and re-
minded that “aothoritles
should be Fair before the court™
It also sought to know what
provistons the authomiies had
consldered while allotting the
symbaol o the Democratic Tr-
namo Congress {IMTC).

Bypolls to the Nandigram
and Reftnagar Assembly con-
stiluencies In West Bengal are
scheduoled to be held on Oc-
tober 6, with counting on Oc-
tober Q.

The I5F, whilch 1s conitesting
from Mandigram, had moved
the High Court claiming that
the "envelope’ symbaol, with
which It contested the 2024
Lok Sabha and 2026 Assembly
elections, was reassipned o the
DTC despite its apphication for
allotment.

The court asked the EC
counsel what proviston the
guthorities had considered

while allotting the symbol to
the DTC, towhich the BEC coun-
s¢l =ald there were specific
under the Symbols

Order and The Condoct of
Election Fules for allotment of
free symibols In bypolls.

Justice Krishna Ransakd, "I
the EC has been puided by the
private respondent, what re-
meains further? The suthorities
shivuld be ftr before the court ™

“Why has this symibol beon
given to another political party
and densed tothis party? They
have made out a case that this
symbaol being ghven o another
party will benefit that party,”
the court said

The BC connse] submitted
that allotment of symbaols was
within the commisston's dis-
cretbon.and that it had scted ac-
cording to law in alloting the
‘envelope’ symbol to the [FI'C
and the *slmirah’ symibol to the
I5E

Sentor counsel Jishnu
Chowdhury, representing the
Election Commission. sub-
mitted, “They had selected the
envelope for the pemeral elec-
tions. They were allotted the
symbol on March 10, Then the
general ebection was beld. This
153 free symbal, so nobody has
arght”™

Petittoner s counse] Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya angued

Ifthe EChas

beenguided by
private respondent,
what remains
further? The
authoritles should be
fair before the
court..Why has this
symbol been givento
another political
party and denled to
this party?"
SUSTICEKRISHNA RAD,
CALCUTTAHIGH COURT RAMGE

that discretion must be exer-
cised reasonably and rationally
and “rannot be absohote ke an
autocrat”™. He further angued
that the symbol to another
party was llegal and that the
powver had been exerctsed arbda-

trarly.

He alsoargued that the by-
poll was a continuation of the
Assembly election and ques-
tonied how the symibol coubd
be taken sway from the ISF
during the by-election.

Bhattacharya submitted
that the Supreme Court had
clarthied Ina fudgment that the
court had the authorty 1o fa-
cllitate the proper conduct of

ithe clectons.

He sought deferment of the
bypodl in the Interest of justice,
saying it would not affect the
constittion of the Assembly or
create any constitotional crisls.

During the Jus-
Hioe Reo sald the ISF might not
have a right to the ‘emmvelope’
symbsol and Its application
ooakd be refectod, “but that re-
jection should be rezsoned ™.

“The case of the petithoner
was nod kept in mind_ Wherels
the petittoner’s allotment. re-
quest? If two requests are for
one symbaol, then what is the
duaty of the Election Commils-
ston? Hewill ghve the symbaol o
one paty and mot to the other
party. This k= the continuation
of the general elections,” the
court ohserviod.

“1 am saying that general
ebections are over, but the can-
didate had contested the gen-
eral elections with this symbod.
Apain he 1= Intending to con-
test the by elections and that
symbol s being given toa party
which was not there earlier.”
the court sald.

But the Court aksoobserved
as ko how far the court can in-
tervene in this matter at this
stage. “Mow that the symb.ol
has been allotted and things
have been polng on, how can
this interfere in the malter at
this stage.” It asked.
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Protest against CEC continues

Youth Congre=s activists clash with police duning a protest rally demanding the resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, in Eolkata, Monday. Congress members bumt effigies of Pime
Minister Narendra Modi, Uinion Home Minister Amit Shah and Kumar at the demonsirations. The SUCH
members also staged a protest demanding restoration of the names of 13 crore woters deleted from
electoral rolls acnoss the country. pasTHa FaE

Abhishek moves HC over ‘abrupt’
withdrawal of his Z plus security

Mews Sarvice
Kolkata, September

MAMATA BANERIEE'S TMC
faction MP Abhishck Banerjee
has mowed the Calcutta High
Couart over the “sudden and
abrupt withdrawal”™ of his £-
plus security cover following
thie Wiest Bengal assembly elec-
tion results, with his coonsel
sevking an urgent hearing on
thie matter.

The Mamond Harbour
Mz lawnyer moved the court of
Justice Krishna Rao on Mon-
day, secking urgent hearing of
his petithon.

JusticeKrishna Rao sakd the
pleawill be takenup for hearing
on October &, and direcied the
petitioner o serve noticeupon
thie partkes In the meantime.

Abhishek Bamerioe's lawyer
fyyan Bhattacharjee stated that

his client had been allotted Z-
plussecurity cover sinoe 2016
Bhattacharee =ald that In
2024, after ansssessment of the
threal perception o Abhishek
Banerjee by the Unlon home
minisiry, the MPwas pranted £-
plus security cover afl over
India
Hiscounsed alleged that this
securlty cover was suddenly
withdrawn following the West
Bengal assembly election re-
sults I May thisyear, which the
BJP won defeating the TRC.
Bhattacharjee akso daimed
that Abhishek Banerjee has
faced attackson fouroocaskons
following withdrawal of the se-
CUrLy COver.
“Twould ke lomenton the
sudden and sbropt withdrawal
ol plussecurity cover. L am the
penieral secretany of the princ-
pal party In opposidon . From

2016 | have boen given £ plus
seourity,” his counsel arguaed.

He further mentioned, “In
Hi24 an assessment was made
by the govermment of India
home affairs wherehy [ was
granted £ phus security all over
the country now suddenly 1t
has been withdrawn after the
election”

Aocording o Bhattacharya,
after the withdrawal of the se-
curity, Banerjee had fEoed four
attacks.

His laweyer submitted that
thee MI* had madea represenia-
thon o the government for res-
toration of the security cover.

In late May this year, Abhts-
hek Baneres was allegediy
heckled and pelted with epirs st
Somarpur tn South 24 Parpanas.

Former MLA arrested with illegal firearm

Press Trust of India
Barazat, September 28

FORMER MLA Biswajit Das
was amested on Monday after

an kegal Arearmwas allepedly
recovened from his car in Morth

24 Parganas district, police
sakd.

Actingon a ip-off, pedicein-

tercepted Das's carin the Go-
palnagar market area and
searched the vehicle, recover-
ing the fireanm, they sakd.

Dias was elected from the
Bangaon LUttar assembly con-
stituency on a TMC tcket in
2011 and A0Hé. He contested the
2021 assembly clections on a
EJT ticket from Bagdah and

wi, bt returned to the TAEC
after the polls.

Thee TML fielded Mm from
Bangzaon Uttarin the assembly
elections held eardior this year,
but e was defeated by BIFs
Ashok Kinanta

Das later sided with the
rebel camp of the TMC amid a

spiit i the party.
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;':r-é Petronet LNG Limited

MOTICE INVITING TENDER [NIT) FOR SELECTION OF
CONTRACTOR FOR ARC FOR CIVIL MAINTENAMCE
WORKS FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS AT
PETRONET LNG LIMITED, DAHE.!

Interested parties are requested fo visit our website
winii, petroneting.in for detaied eligibiity criteria along with
ather necessary details for izsuance of Tender docurment,
Mate: PLL reserves the right not to issue the tender
docurnent and ! or accept or reject any or all the bids at any
stage of the process and'or modily the process witout
agsigning any ressong on its sole discretion, Mo separate
naotification shall be isswed in press. Bidders are requested to
visit the website regulary to keep themsealves updaied.

Sr. Manager [CEP}
PETROMET LNG LENTED
GIDG Industnal Estate, Plot Mo, 704, Dahej, Talka Vagra,
[Dﬂ Bhansch 392130, Dahe), GI.I,IiIraLTﬁ Mo 12641-6M0232 233123073
c-mal - chp_dshejfipetroneting In, sumitumsani@petroneting, |I'I
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T LT ndian Instituste n!‘h'lan-inmﬂ-nt Mumbal 'mu
[irnwiry af Edocstien, Goresrnmmat of deo|

s IH-Iqlr
dated 18 ﬂtmhug@'ﬁ [Campus Facility Seruices)
$420 11 Sapamis s | Executive Assistant

wuﬂn&ﬁm b Chiel Executive Officer [CED) - TEJAS
18 Seplamber 2026 b Project Manager - Venture Growth &
Impact - Tejas

b Project Associate -
Ecosystem & Community - Tejas
rw {UG Pragrams)

(UG Frograms)
b'ﬁllﬂ Asso0 &) -
F Assoclate {Eﬂiﬁﬂm ani Data)
b Research Associate

b Project Manager
{Projects, u:m and Rdminigiralion)

Admn/Rectt\POF 202601
dated 15 Saplamber 2026 b Post-Dactoral Fellowship
wmm fAcademic Associates

Far dstalled adyertizsmants, plezes vt
hrttps:/limmumbal.ac,in/carsers

wmmmm
21 Saplember 2025
AdmuRECIV 202638
dated 15 Seplember 2028 p Associate
WM CRISP/Maka TR,
26-2701 daled

15 Segbember 2006

Chief Administrative Officer

r
M..mmm.&lim l.l‘h.ﬁl.l‘ TRUST
RaJiv GANDHI INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, MUMBAI
Judiy - Versowa Link Road, Behind HDFC Bank, Andheri (W),
Mumbal - 4N3N53, Tel: A3FA0E2319 and weaumetrgitacin
Approved by &.LC.T.E., New Delhi, Permanently affiliated to
Mumbal Lintearsity

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE FOLLOWING
PODST FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-27

welsha:

WL gElCOgUEEL com
Tender Noiica No. ACE[PEC): TN-14:2026-27

[A]PROCUREMENT: TonderNo (1) E-2106-22KV lo 400KV CT/PT & CWT under Buy Betk Schema._{2)
E-T115: Various Cless Slicon Rubbar insulatons (SAN.(3) E-3123: Hinng of Consuliant forvall, of 785
KV D¥'C Tran:s. ine Tower & Found. Design & Verfication of Tower Sir. drawing & BOM w.rL spproved SLD
anddasign kor TE5 k' System jor period of one year,
[E]CIVIL: Const. of C.A. buliding, cable rench, sic. or sollowing 85 kY 5/s.,

UN-AIDED
.=, GUJARAT ENERGY TRANSMISSION 51'""'- F'?!"__“aj Mo. ":1"'“‘ Fm};.;;::'ﬂ‘!l
P rh ; rincip
W -3 ] cuHmHATIu" LI"ITED Thes shuve post i open fo Al howeser candidates from any calegory can
RAegistarad & Corporale Office: Samar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, applyTorMeposts.
EE'EU Race Course, Vadossrs — 330 007 Besorvation for women will be as per Unhersity Clroular Mo,

BLCHMET4 1998 dated 10th Hil'd'l: 1938, 4% reservation shall bs
for the persons with dissh ity as per Unbveralify Clrcular No. Special
Col| G 3200 & datad 05th Juwhy, 209,

Cardidabe hawing kncwkodpe of Marsbi wil bo prefermed

The Educaional gualfication, Experience & pay-scale for the post of
Principal = as prescrbed by thm University of Mumbai, AICTE & OTE
from time to time:

Frease redar Uinfvarsity Circuiar Mo, sfvm | o | mefmm 40 qu o=
Fay® W 13 mandl, fo bk for gualfications and evparienca @ the Hima of

under Mehsana Circie.

Date:Fo08 026

CIVIL: - 674,681, 683,686,681: - (1) Consl. of ACT cabie rench for iying of 68 kW LILO at Prop. 66 kv
Sanand-il S/ from exisling 66 kV S4C SanandHl - Ms. Coca Cole ine with LKG cabie. (%) Const. of
Found., Catie tranch, RCC road, Yard PCC f Matal spreading & anciliary civil work for New Z20/66 kv
TR-O7 Bay & Re-consi. of Cwall at 400 kv Vav Sis under Nevsari Circle., (2) Const of C'well, elc. at 230
KV Godhavi 315 Sis (Phase-1) mndes Madiad cicie. (4) Const of G'Wall, C.A. extension (01 Span) at
& F, Found., Feedar cabie trench, afc. 5t 85 KV Wagha! /5 under Navsan Circle [5) ARC for Const of
Found. end oiner misc. work dorLine bay, TH Bay and Bus sirenglhening at varows 66 kY 10 220 kV 5/s

[C] LINE: E-506,514: - {1) 122 kW [V LM Cabls e froem 220 kv Aupakhads S/ and o he switchyard
of Prop. Dahod TSS. [2) comversion of (1) 65V Halvad-Soladi ine (7) 66 kY Dhrangadhra-Hirapur ine
& nihar [Fhve}iines with ACSA DO cond intnagq HTLS cond. ([Except GapType cond ) of STiager Cile.
Above: lenders are avallsble on webshe www getcoquiarst com (for view end downiced only) &
tender npeocure, com {Forviow, download and online lndar submissions).

Mote: Bldders Bra requested 1o be in louch with our websita I opening of hase tengears.

Additlonal EI‘IEI'EI'I?‘IIBH {Procurement & Contracts)

Tender No. Mame of Sub-station. Hame of Clrcle. inkeriew ard for equivalcnee of subject pleast road university Croular
BE0 &6 kW Medisar S/s Jamiva Pdo. E 1AL 202526 dated 24th Juns, 2028,
E73 BE KV Shapar 55 Gondal Agplicanta who e arsedy employnsd musl aond [ apoicalion
i trialigh preger channed. Anplicants are requined lo accourd for breass, i
i — e, i = Ay in [ngir acasemic carses
E7E 66 KV Valala S5 & 02 Nos. Line bay 230 kW Mokha Sis Anjar Applicaiion with full details should reach the TRUSTEE, Manjara
ETT &6 KV Mola Vadiya Sfs w Charitable Trust's RAJN GANDHI INSITITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY,
Canodars-B Kaoodams Havearl MURBAL JuhuNersova Link Road, Andherd W), Mumkai - 400 083,
i SREE fenry S E within 15 days fram the date of publicaticrs of tis advertisement. The
& 6 K Wapl GIDC CETP Sis Mavear| applications with full dedails can also be sent on the cmall
EBO 6 KV Chihapra Sis Mawsarl Infoi@man|ara.in. This is Unkyersity sporoeed adyerisement. sdl
BA2 £:6 KV Bi0ga) 515 & 02 NOs. 0l oppo. end bay 66 kv Dediapada S/'s Bharuch Truslas
GE4 B8 kV Khapat 515 Jamnagar
x m::lﬂ' Er:'lls , A. C. PATEL EDUCATIONAL THUETS
e <h R. C. PATEL ARTS, COMMERCE AND
— bl S SCIENCE COLLEGE
6E k¥ Damanganga S/'s [Affilated to KBC Morth Maharashira Un - Jalgaen)
E30 66 KV Sachin SEZ 5is in premises of 132 kY Sachin SEZ Mawzarl MARL deoredited with A+ Grade | Linguistic Minnrity InsSibstinn (Gujarati)
GIS S & 02 Nos. Of 0pp. and i2ader Day 66 KV Diamond Park Sis BECRUITMENT MOTIFICATION
a2 66 XV Rea Mot Sis Anjor Applicalions are invited from eligible candidates for the Full-
£33 BE kW Barlyavl Sis Mahsens Time, Granted posts of Assistant Professors:
il 6 kW Uinina (ARnar S/ heahzana Gr, Mo, | Dosignation |  Subject | No.otPosts | Category
535 BE KV Chada S/s Mehsena
R g, |-l Botany o Open
636 B KV HEpa Sis Himatnagar Profeasot
a7 BE kY Valadar Sis Palanpur 5 A=sistand C istry o Open
698 BE KV Marod 55 Palsnpur Professor
599 66 KV Bevia S/s Palanpur 3, l-:’“i"“"' ':"“TF‘“"” o Open
700 BE kW Chhindiwad 55 Palanpus ol Selence
01 B6 KV Bhemal S5 Palanpur a. m’:ﬁ’; Economice 01 Open
a2 BE kW Pansora Ss Madiad ‘Apaigtant
o3 66 KV Fak Sis Narilad & Pritsincy | LaETINiON o1 Open
704 6 kV Devil Vansol (Varsola-2) Sis Madiad Assietart
705 B6 KV Hirapur-2 5/s Madlad & | Profascor | Wiereblelogy " Open
T06 66 KW Bhed Sis Surendranagar Peemission has baan grantad vida NOGC Mo, JOHE Jalgaon NOC!
7 BE kY Dhampipla 5's Surendranagar 2026/00005 dabed 04.09.2028 and KBCHMMU 18/1106/2028
708 66 KV Sajjanpur Sis Surendranagsar dated 24,05 2026,

Cuallications, Terms and Conditlons: The requisie educaticnal
qualificatisns, lenns and conditions, and pay scale fae the post of
Assistant Prodessor shall be as prescribed by the LMGC and the
Govemment of Maharashira, Detallead infoemation i avallable on the
websites of the University and the College: dnwiLnmuacing
MWL TCDASC.AE, N

Howr To Apply: Eligite candidales shal submit thair spplicatiors
along with duly certified copies of all relevant doouments.
Applications may b submittad within Fifteen {15) days fram tha
dibe of publcatan of this advertisement either in Offline of Onfng
mege i the President/Sacretary, R, . Paiel Educational Thusts R
. Pabel Arts, Commmerce and Science College, Karvand Boad, Mear
Karsand Haka, Shipur, Dist, Dhule - 426405 (M5,

For Online Applications: Applications may be sent to
conactiirepasc.ac.in.

Hon. Rajoopal C. Bhgndari Hon. Bhapgeshbhai R Patel

Eolkata

President
B

Sacralary
e |
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SCHEME APPLECATION MO, CA{CAL)ee{ CHE) 2008
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In Lhiz meatler of Sections 230 ko 232 read with Section &5 and Section 52 and olher
q)ﬁl_ of the Compandes Acl, 3313 and Rules famed thers onder
oroe mnlhn

o
I: Scheme of iy m ket
.mq:ruﬂl: I L]
m'p.:.m"."
HI-L'J W Fmsery Limited %

Privale |imiled (7 [.m'qunvff 'IS
I'rtll.]ﬁrn:ip-atlhe n'ldaadlm:urh’imﬂmsﬂnb:lm
Hﬂ-lr Fimlech Limited oifice a1 M.LG. 944, Ground Floor,
THI , 1t Bl Mw}m '|=11 Madu - 00042
['CIN' I.-&HIIJ I!ﬂl’li I!III:I:'} First Applicant Company

nlEne M. L4 !1-1 Iih'umd. Foor,
of Main Road, Chenanal, Tamil N

:{ IH: uéﬁmmm 176517} .. hecomd A ppa.m Company
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Floor, EA Chambers, Tower 2, Whites Road, wm GO
{CIN: Uraooa THa01 P 11931 55) icant Compamy
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SHAREHOLDERS, SECURED CREDITORS AND UNSECURED
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Declaration riminal

India & Anr.)

Name and address of candidate

Mame of political party :

Name of Election

*Name of Constituency :

Format C-1
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil} No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of

SHANKHARAVH SARKAR

Village: Keshabnagar Purbasha,

P.O.: Cossimbazar Raj, P.5.: Berhampore,
Dist: Murshidabad, Pin: 742102

BEHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).
(Independent candidates should write
"Independent” here)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

EYE ELECTION - 2026,
WEST BENGAL

70-REJINAGAR

|, Shankharavh Sarkar (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

antecedents:
(A) Pending criminal cases
& ; Section(s) of Acts
-| Name o Status of concerned and
No. Court Case No. and Dated Case (s) brief description of
offence(s)

1. |Ld 3rd Court | Berhampore— P.S Charges have U/S - 341/323] 504/
at Case No. 576124 not been framed |506/34 of |LP.C,
Berhampore | Dated 18/04/2024,

G.R. 1921/24

2. |GRO Berhampore— P.S Charges have |U/S - 188 of LP.C.

Berhampore | case No. 1107/22 | not been framed
Dated 25/08/2022,
G.R. 3667/22

3. |GRO Beldanga- P.S Case | Charges have |U/S 1880of|.P.C &

Berhampore | No, 1050/2022 not been framed | 30P. Act.
Dated 12/08/2022,
G.R. 3450/22

4. |Ld J.M. Berhampore— P.S Charges have |U/S 1880ofI.P.C&
1st Court at | Case No. 551/2022 not been framed | 30P. Act.
Berhampore | Dated 25/04/2022,

G.R. 1706/22

5. |A.C.JM. at | G.R. 701/2023 Charges have  |U/S 158/186/188/336

Kandi not been framed |of |.P.C, 363/332/
447/ 354/506/34/18
Highways. Act and
34 PAct.,

6. |GRO Berhampore— P.S Charges have U/S - 186/188/189/
Berhampore | Case No. 47/2022 not been framed |332/353/506/34 of

Dated 06/01/2022, I.LP.C & 54 {b) DM
G.R. 109/22 Act.

(B) Details about cases of conviction for criminal offences

Description of
Nams of Court & i Maximum Punishment
SI.No. |date(s) of order(s)| __°ffence(s) & | >
punishment imposed mpose
From Sl. No.
110 6 of (A) NOT APPLICABLE| NOT APPLICABLE NOT APPLICABLE

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concernad in place of name of constituency.
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Goa senior
Citizen accuses
BJP MLASs son of
road rage. CM
orders probe

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panajt, September 28

GOA CHIEF MIMISTER Pra-
mad Sawant sakd Monday that
e has orderod an Inquiry into
an inckdent of road rage, alleg-
odly imvolving theson ofa legts-
Lator in Goa.

A sentor cltizen from Cur-
chorem flled a police compiaint
on Monday alleging that Rahul
Faldessal — son of Cumbardua
Bharatiya Janata Party MLA
Rajesh Faldessal — and his as-
sociates blocked thelr car,
hurled abuses at them and
chased them in their SUV be-
fore specding away.

tovthe police com-
plaint lodped by Shantaram
Fuodchadkar at Curchorem po-
lice statton, the Incldent oc-
ourred on Saturday aroond 815
pm when the complainant, his
daughter-in-law and gramd-
children were going Lo Margan
Inthelr 51V, He said when they
reached near the Pontemol
pamsction, thetrpathwas blocked
by another SUV, which was
parked diagonalhy on the road.

The complainant sald that
dure tothis ‘arbitrary” blocking.
there was also traffic conges-
tion for five to 10 mimstes.

‘Can only manage violence’: Manipur crisis
takes a turn, Delhi stuckin more difficult terrain

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delht, September 28

WITH THE latest killings, In
Kamjong and Senapati, the
death toll In clashes between
the Magas and Kukis since the
recast BJP governmenit took
over In Manipur In Febrary
has risen o over S0, marking &
shift away from the conflict
cenired around the Medtcts and
Kukis since May 2023
Like that cyche of viokenoe,
thee Maga-Fukl tenstons boo ap-
pear to have entered 2 seli-per-
petuating koop mow, with each
shde secking to avenge the kill-
ing of Its own. Containing this
conflict poses & more difficult
challenge eographically.
Anofficer of the Manipur
Pobice says, “When Mettel-Koki
clashes began, the bwo commun-
milthes got gecgraphically separ-
ated within months. Kukis
withdrew to the hifls and Mel-
tels came to the valley. 50 a
buaffer sonewas created and se-
ourrity foroes were placed there.
It 15 not 50 In the Naga-Kukl
clashes. Inthehills, the populs-
tons are milxed. It s neardy tm-
passible to puand evernyvillage ™
The clashes have been re-
poried across Ukhml, Kamijong,
Semapal! and Kangpokpd, with
the peographical promity of
the o comamumities meaning
the conflict is playing out over
roads and highways. Conse-
quently, security apencies mst
dieal nobombywith punfghisand
killings, but also the dismpition
of supplics and movement.
ot long after the Yumnam
Khemchand Singh-led BIP poe-
ermment came o I Ma-
nlpur, after a sink of Prestident’s
Rule, tensions lared up 1o and
around Litan-Sarekhong In
Ukhrul over an altercation be-
tween Kukls and Napas. This
“local” disputeescalated tnto fir-
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Clashes in Ujjain over demolition,
mosque panel later razes aportion

Anand Mohan J tion. Hoping to win over locals,
Bhopal, Seprember 28 ChiefMinister Mohan Yadavde-
molished structunes outside his
CLASHES BROEE out between  ancestral home.
police and a crowd 1n Madhya The Upain Muntctpal Cor-
Pradesh’s UainonMondayover  poration sald road-widening
the removal of a portonofthe  workacmssthe cityhad affected
Shahd Maspd that falisslonga  approxtmately 80 religlous
roadbetngeidened ahead ofthe  places and that porttons of 10
NZE5imhastha, with polkce fir-  temples and a mosque had al-
Ingteargasshellsandusing lath-  ready been removed.
ichanpe 1o disperse protesters. Bast thousands of restdents

Poltce said the crowd was  formed 2 human chatn around
mobillised by a factlon of the  the mosque on Sunday night
mosgue committee disgruntled  even as police mobilised 2,500
by the demolition, and someof  personnel from kocal polios sta-
= younger members were mis-  Uons and Bapid Action Foree
pubded by Al-penerated videos uniis.
that falsely showed the stnocihure At night, negotiations made
being demolished. headway, and City (iazd Khalil

The demolitbon, which was  (ureshi Rehoman ssid the matier By evenlng, mosque o
cventually carrted out by  hedbeenresolved throogh mu-  mittee members could be seen
members of the Muslim com-  tualapreement. demolishing the strochures. Cne
mumity H=edf, had been greeniit Bt a5 authorties gathered  of them, Mohammad Yonus,
by the Madhya Pradesh High  on Monday moming, acoowd  said, “This i my thind Simhas-
Conrt on Sepiember 8 tumed violent and stones were tha, We servethe devotees poha

The confrontation followed  pelted st security personnel. Po-  and tea. Ganga-Jamunl fefesest
a lense night outside the Shahl  lice responded with tear gas  1sinourcohure. We are ready to
Masiid, where thousands had  shells and lathicharge. cooperate with the police.™
gathered afier the admintsira- By Monday afternoon, how- Police satd mmours clrou-
tonprepared o removethepor- — ever, the Madhya Pradesh High Iating onsocial media had led
thonafthe fallimgwithin - Court, hearing 2 writ appeal  some people to belleve that the
the proposed road-widening  against s order for partdal — entire mosqoe was golng tobe

demolition, was Informed that  demolished.

Despiie thecourt order, ten-  the Mushim side had agreed to Ujain 5P Pradeep Sharma
slons had been strmmerng inithe with the authorittes,  told The fndlamn Express, "Oneofl
area over the proposed demoll-  and disposed of the petition. theese wideos Inchoded 3 JCB de-
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Ing. arson and attackson homes,
withthe viclenoce first

through Ukhrul and later into
Kamjong and Kangpalgd.

U March 11, 21 Magaswere
“abducted”™ near Mongkot Che-
ph, and relessed onby after ne-
gotiations. The same day. the
baoedies of two Kukl men sus-

InStmarakhong,
Mongkot Chephu, and by late
April, the violenoe had spread o
Mullam and Shongphel. The
critry of armed groups hased In
Myanmar widened the conflict.
Then came the kKiling of
three Kuki church leaders in
Kangpokp! on May 13, which
prompled retaliatory sbduc-
tons by both sides and colmi-
nated in the killing of six Maga
men, shducted from the Letbon
Valphel area. The Incldent has
since become a rallying polmt
for Maga civil sockety.
Securlty  establishment
souroes say the conffict can'tbe
understood solely throogh the
history of Maga-Kulkd hosttliy
orcompeting terriborial clabms.
Aneconomilc contest over the
ket drug trade may be helping
sustain the viokence.
Untl recently. Moreh In

Tengnoupal was the principal
transit podnt fiofr narcoties and
other (it goods entering Ma-
nipur. Since the ethnic conflict
began in 3023, Monch has largely
come under Kulkd control, with
the disruption of scoess to Im-
pheal affecting the obd iraficking.
chatn. While routes throogh
Kamjong have emerped asanal-
emative, Iklsa

Naga area. “5o there s now &
competition between groaps
oweracoess, ioutes and money.”
& securty officer says.

The fact that some of the
mist serious recent stiacks have
tzken place close o the Myan-
mar border hasstrengthened the
suspicion that the conflict = in-
temsectingrwith oroes-bordermil-
tant and rafficking networks.
Earlier attacks on Maga villages
head ratsed concerms ower the n-
vobvermenit of a Myanmar-based
Kokl armed group, KMA-B.

5o far, efforts bo open a
polidcal channel between the
two communitics have falled.
One of the more signilflcant at-
tempis came In July, when
Churrch leaders from Mizoram
and Magaland brought together
Kuki and Maga representatives
In Adzw] to-explore adiakogue.
Thie Mtzoram Fobhran Hneat-
tute Committee and Magaland

Tollin Kulki-Maga clashes over
50 since new state povernment
ook ower in February. fue

Jolnt Christian Forum agreed
o facilitate direct talks between
Maga and Euokl-Zo church
bodies in Mandpar. The Inftial-
tve, however, did not iranslate
Intoadirect political diabomue.

Aeousing the Magss of lgnor-
Ing overtures for peace, Hen-
of the Kuold Zonal Council, tokd
The Imdtan Express, “Church
leaders can hardly do anything
as the whole thing 1= done by
the MSCN-1M.... We had apolo-
s for the kilhng of si Maga
meen in May: But they refised to
acoept 1L Twenty-seven of our
owm people have been killed.”

The United Maga Council
(LB, 1y tuaem, brlammes Kl mmil-
tant groups for the dialogoe’s
[atlure. on the Intent
of the leadership. Ifthey don't
want peace, what can we do?”
LN chief Mp Lorhosaid.

The declsion Lo have bawo
deputy CMs In the grvernment
— Hemcha Kipgen representing
the Kuki-£os and Lost Dikho
the Magas — was Intended to

teresis. Instead. the two have
emerged as opposing vwoloes In
ithe Maga-Eukd conflict.

Dakcho and other Maga legls-
lators have accused Memcha

molishing the entire mosgue,
witchwas completely fake ™
The polios are now cxamin-
Ing nod ondy the accounts that
ithe material
Tkt adeny people who droulated 1t
Sharma said Investigators are
losoddng at “several soctal medis
evenls ower the past fewrdays
witkch spread the mmours.
“Wie have repistered frve FIRS
arainet fve soclal media pages
or Influencers. The content was
purely based on mumours and
wassErTessive In nature. We are
aleo identifying people who
shared this content over amnd

and her husband, Thangbol
Kipgen, chalrman of the Kokl
Mational Front-Progressive, of
having hnks tothe kiiling of the
slx Maga men abducted from
Letlon Vatphe! inMay. “Initially,
Irwas thought the two could be
engaped todefuse tenstons. But
now that ks out of the question,”
A Mantpur official sy,

Thie Esue has also acquined
anelectnal dimension, with As-
semblypollsduecarhy nesxd year.
The N has made the abwoga-
tiom of the Suspension of Oper-
atlons pact with Kuld armed
groups, action against those ne-
sponsible for the kllings of six
Magas and the remaoaal of Mem-
icha from the depuby CMs post,
I=Central demamds. For the past
three months, the UNC man-

binckade was suspended on
September 26 aftera mecting be-
twveen UMNC, Undon Home Min-
tstry and Manipor povermament.
Thee Centre sssured the UNC 1is
demands would be addressed.
For the security establish-
ment, the immediate task has
become one of “managing” the
viokenoe, mther than cnding it
A security establishment of-
ficer says, “We are largely re-
sponding toinckdents. Nthere s
violenoe, we nish fomoes instop It
fromescalaling... But there Isno
effectbve way 1o find asolution.”
However, there hasbeenone
unexpectod shift due tothe new
tenskons — Kokl leaders are
reaching out to Melicls. No
major clashes have been re-

outof the state by atr: Forty-fifty
EKukis enter Imphal dally for
such purposes withoul facing
mesistanoe, security officlals say.

over agaln.” Shanma said.

The Investigation has so far
resulied in 15 people belng ar-
rested. Polio: have also reporied
more than 100 Instagram ac-
oounis and registered an FIR on
thecomplaing of Uatn City Qe
Rehman

Sharma also sald police had
anticipabed & reaction from a
soction of the mosque commit-
tee after monttoring the sit-
atlon.

“Every organtsation has dis-
sattsfled factioms and we anticl-
pated that therewould be areac-
ton o this” Sharmasatd.

The hustoryof the:Shahi Mas-
iid’s present property stretches
back at least (0 the perod of the
erstwhile Gwallor State. The
miesgque complex comprises 3
prayer hall, sblotion fdliles, a
reported 120-foot minaret and
the Mazhar Chouk Shahi at the
front Bacing the road.

Thedemolttion mow has boen
accompanied by a bitter fight
over who has the suthority to
represent the mosque and ad-
milntster is Wagl property.

When the Madhya Pradesh
High Court okayed the partial
demolition, two factions had ap-
proached it each clalmingan in-
terest in the mosque and 1ts ad-
milndstration.

HC bench stays
single bench
order into caste
bias complaint
in NLU Prayagraj

Bhupendra Pandey
Luckmow, Sepiember 28

DAYS AFTER asingle bench of
the Allahabad High Court or-
dered a probe inio a Dalit sio-
dent’s allegations of caste dis-
crimination al Matlonal Law
University (NLU) Prayagral, &
division bench has stayed the
proceedings, holding that the
university’s Fqual Opporbanity
Cefl showald have been allowed to
exmmine the complatnt.

In b5 September 16ordier, the
simgle bemchiof Justioe Vinod Di-
wakar constiiuted a bwo-
member committos of padicial
oficers to Inguire intbo allega-
thones sgainst the Head of the De-
partment (Hol) of Lawat Drita-
jendra Frasad Mational Law
University, Thebench
had fxed the next date of hear-
IngforSeptember 24; the udicial
Inquiry report was ko be sub-
miltted o this date.

The Hold and the university
fbed a special appeal challeng-
Ing the order.

Hearing the appeal and the
cpunsed, 8 diviston bench of Jus-
Hices Stddhartha Varma and
Eunal Bavi Singh, In its order
=aid, "Mt thisstage, weare prima
facte of the view that when an
Egual Opportunity Cell was
avallahle in the Unitversity, and
also the prayer was to the effect
that the Fgual Opportunky Cell
Tzl ey ingquire intodhe matter
after excluding the Hol), whio
faced the allepations, then there
was no occasion for geliing an
Incpuiry done by the pedicial of-
fioers"

Thestodent, who ks parsulng
BALLB(Hons), had approached
the court aBeging that the Hold
and the wardenof the boyshos-
el had used thelr academic and
admintstrative suthority to hu-
miBate himbesedon caste.

ApeXx court declines
to pause MDR, asks
Govtand RBIto
explain decision

New Delht, Seplember 28

DECLIMING TO stay the gov-
ermment’s decision Lo Impose 2
Merchant Mecount Rate of
0.4 per cent on spectiied UP]
petson-to-merchant iransac-
tinees shonve B 2000 fromm Oc-
tober 15, the Supreme Court
Monday sought 8 response
from the Centre and Reserve
Bank of [ndla after the govern-
ment said the MDR was netther
B /L e A fee.

The bench of Chief Justioe
of Indila Surya Kant, Justice
Joymalys Bagrhd and Justioe ¥
Mohana, while hearing a petl-
tion which challenged the ga-
zette notification suad by the
Ministry of Finance on the
MR, made it chear that it was
onky examining the legal incl-
demoe of the decision.

The petition was filed by
Addvocate Anjan Datia sgainsi
the dectsion to introduce MOR
o certaln UM merchant trans-
actions.

Appearing for the Centre,
Additional Solicttor General N
Vienkataraman sald the MDR 1s
yet to come Inko effect and 1s
ltkely to take effiect October 15

“Minety-six per cent of
poople using the gatewsay are
exempled, and of the balance
four per cent, essential services
are capped at Bs 5 There 1s
{also) a value cap. Any thresh-
old tothe merchant beyond Rs
75,000 1= capped at Rs 300,
whether It's Rs 1 crore or 10
crore or 100 crore. The collec-
o charpes at the moment ane
le=s than halfa percentwithall
these limitations,” he said.

Justice  Bagchl  asked
whether It's & tax or a fee, o

The bench of CJI
Surya Kant, Justice
Joymalya Bagchi
and Justice V
Mohanawas
hearinga petition
whlchdmﬂewdﬁ the
Zaczette notlfication
Issued by the
Minisiry of Finance

which Venkataraman said it Is
nietther a tax nor a fee.

“IFnot, what 1s the executive
soope of making this expropi-
atlon? asked Justice Bagehi.
Venkataramansasd, “Its notan
expropriation ako”.

Justioe Bagchi then sought
Lo kemior thee MDR's character.

Venkataraman referred to
the case of credit cands and
debit cards and salid a oot -shar-
Ing agreement among the
stakeholders 1= Involved there
aswell

“UPI alzo iInvobves banks
and agoregatons. It's notastaio-
tory collection by the Govern-
ment of Indla. The MPCI {Ma-
tional Payments Corporationof
Imdia). the modal body. Factll-
tates. The Governmentof Indta
15 ot takd g a rupee of this,” he
sald.

The bench asked Venkats-
raman ko submii whatever he
wanted tosay in an affidsyt, o
which he agread.

Towards the end of the
hearing, petitioner Datias
counsel spught a stay, saying
the dectsion would lead Lo
further cormuption and black
mioney: But the bench declined

Lo pramt & slay.

India sends senior
MEA official to Pak for
SCO coordinators meet

Shubhajit Roy
New Delht, September 28

AYEAR and half sfter Operation
Sindoor, India has sent s sendor
official from the Ministry of Fx-
ternal Affates to Pakistan for the
Shanghal Cooperation {rgan-
Ization (S00) coordinators’
meeting, beptnning Monday.
India’s 500 Coordinator
AdokTHmn, who san Additional
Racretany Inthe MEA, lsattend-
Ing the mecting In Elamabad
Delhi's stance has been that
while bilateral engagements
need totake place in scondocive
enviromnment free from bermor-
tstm, 1t welll emgempe with Pakdstan
under the formatof the SC0
The Indian povernment’s
position has beenthat temorand
talks can’t go together — es-
pecially so afier the Pahalgam
terror attack and the military
confrontation between [ndia
and Pakistan in May last year
under Operation Sindoor.
Thiswoek, from Momnday 1o
Wednesday, Pakistan Is hosting
ithe national coord nators of the
SO0 grouping in Islamabad o
discees the p under
Paldstan's chalrmanship and
other organisational matbers.
In a statement on Sunday,
Pakdstan’s Foeedgn Offloesaid the
Brstmeettingrof the 200 Councl
ofMational Coomdinators (CME),

unider Pakisian's chairmanship
of the SC0 Counct] of Heads of
State (CHS) for 202627, would be
comverned in Islamabad.

The mecting belng chatred
by Pakistan’s national coording-
tor for 500 and attended by
counterparis from member
states, along with represen-
tattves of the SO0 Secretarat.

“The nattonal coordinatons
would disnssawide range of is-

suesrelating oS cooperation
Includingthe

arattons for upcoming 500
mietings and events, and other
muattersonthe apenda,” the Pak-
Istan Uifloe said
Paldstan will seck tnadvanoe
the SC0's objectives under the

nator for 500, Dr M Falsal, 15
chalring the meeting, officials
sald. The Indian delegation’s
presence marks Mew Delhil'spar-
ticipation In a 500 meeting in
Pakistan after almiost e years.

Souroessaid that Indts wanis
b enpage with SO0, and that 1s
the reason behind sending the
SC0vcoordinator to Pakistan

Pakistan 1s lkely bo Invite
Prime Mintster Marendra Maodl
forthe summiL

= BIP MP TAKES INITIATIVE TO RESTORE THE LEGACY OF JASWANT SINGH RAWAT “WHO STOPPED THE ENTIRE CHINESE ARMY FOR 72 HOURS...HE WAS Al ONE. HE WAS MARTYRED AT 217

Ancestral home of 1962 war martyr to be converted into a museum

Vidheasha Kuntamalla
Dehradumn, Seplember 28

JASWANT S5INGH Rawat, a
Garhwal Rifles soldier, was
just 21 when he was killed
while Aghting Chinese forces
durng the Sino-1ndian War in
1963,

Owver the decades, the rifle-
man's home in his native vil-
lage In Untarakhands Pauri
Garhwal fell into disrepalr &s
his family members moved

WY,
Mow, 1L 15 all set to be con-
veried Into 3 museum where

visitors can learn about
Rewat's ife and military ser-
vice, BJP MP Anil Baluni sad
on Monday.

Rahunl, who represenis the
Garhwal Lok Sabha constl-
tuency. told The Indian Fx-
press that he visiied Rawat's
ancestral ¥illage of Banun In
Pawri Garhwal Last week.

“When [ asked to see his
house, I found that 1t had
tumed to min. Nobody was
Iving there.” Balund said.

According to Balunl, +il-
lagers told him that Rawat's
family members had moved
away, and that locals wanted
tosee the ancestral house pre-
served and converted Intoa
IMAISELETL

“After seelng the condition
of the house, [ thought that 1t
should be tumed into 8 mo-
seum. | then spoke bo his

brother ower the phone be-
cause I was Important to have
the family’s consent,” Balong
sald, adding that the familly
agreed.

The proposed museum will
come up right where Rawat's
ancestral home 15,

A feasthility study and con-
suliation with an architect will
be done frst.

The BIP MP =zatd he In-
tends to use funds from his
MPLADS (Members of Parlia-
ment Local Area Development
Scheme) allocation for the
project, amd that the foundz-
ton ceremony for the mo-
senm Is planned for Movem-
ber 17 — the date on which
Rawat was killed in the Battle

BUP MP Anil Bahmi at Rawat's ancestral home in Pauri Gartwal

of Muranang &4 years ago.

“My plan 15 to perform the
Bhoomi Pujan that day,™ he
=akd.

Balun also plans to bring
soll from Jaswant Garh, the
war memorial In Amunachal
Pradesh butlt at the spot
where Rawat fought and was
ldlied, and use i in the foun-
dation-laying ceremomny. “1
will go to Tewang Ina few days
and bring muod from thene We
will put that sotl in the founda-
tiomn of the house,” he sald

Jaswant Garh War Memor-
1al 15 located around 24-25
klometres from Tawang and
commemorales Bawat's role
in the Batile of Noranang.

Bawat, who was serving

Eolkata

with the 4th Battalion of the
Garhrwal Rifles, was enlisted in
the Army on Aupust 19, 1960,
al the age of 19, two years be-
fore he was killed

During the Battle of Mura-
nang in the then North-East
Frontier Agency, now Anin-
achal Pradesh, Rawat fought
Chinese forces under ex-
tremety difficult conditions.

He was posthumouwsly
awarded the Maha VirChakra,
India’s second-highest war-
time gallantry award, for his
bravery.

Bahind sxid Rawat cocuples

& particularty iImportant place
Im the history and traditions of
the Garhwal Rifles.

“When people go to Jas-

want Garh, they think of the
Indian Army. If you read his
story, he stopped the entire
Chinese Army there for 72
hours. He was alone. He was
martyred at the age of 21, Jas-
want Singh is the biggest
name for Garhwal Rifles.
Everyone calls him Jaswant
Baba,” Balunl =akd.

According to Baluni, the
minseum will preserve Bawat's
memory and sacrifice and
give visliors a chance to learn
about his 1ife and military ser-
wlce.

He also plans to develop
the approach to the ancestral
home, Including a gate named
after Rawat, followlng & sug-
gestion by villagers.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INWVOLVES USALL

CECmustcorrectcourse,
not just do damage control

M THE Election Commisston of India met on
Salurday, for the first me after this newspaper's
Investization into the disquietUsathing 1 did well o
break anuntenable stience. In the immediateafter-
mathol it coming tolizht that twoof the three Election Commis-
sloners had recorded thelr objections, 14 times in 10 months, on
the Commission'sdecision-making — on matters relating loneg-
Etenngnew volers, deloting and restonng namesin thecbectonsl
rofls and control of the systemn through which the rolls sre main-
tained — the Commission sought to paper over the oracks. The
four-page note isswed after Saturday smeeting, therefone, lswel-
oome. [is nine dectsions address several of theoblections recorded
by Commisstoners Suldvbir Stngrh Sandin and Vieek Joshi. And
yel, there are Important keftover comcerns. Given the recond of
Chiel Election Commisstoner Gyancsh Kumar — of rendering
the three-member Commission’s functioning unilateral and
opacque — the Commission necds tobreak more stlenoes. A niow
ol inestde (it noeds o be chearhy spelt out Steps muost betaken
to-ensnre that the U1 does not slide back Into a one-man showe

Theonusissillon the ECTbecausethe pollmonitorsweaken-
Ing 15 anespecially disquieting prospect when political polarisa-
thon s rising and nstiations are fraying. Itis the ECT that under-
wriitcs 8 fundamental democratic — the voter has the
power Lo decide who nules, and the niles of the game are Erger
than those whowin or lose power. In distrustiol Hmes, it 5 even
miore necessary that poopde’s trust in the BCTs credibility s an
tmipartial referoe, and inthe checks and balances within, 1s pro-
tected. The ECTs press note on Saturday, however, [alls short.
‘While it ghves some relief tovolers by exempting from in-person
hearings those lssued notices for “logical discrepancies™ and for
being “unmapped”, it does not say who nseried thequestion on
thi applicant’s parents inbo Form 6 in.Juby, and whoallowed Rio
stay there even after Commisstoner Sandho called 1t “unauth-
orised/Tlkegal” In Augmast. [t says that apendas will now be cirou-
Lated before every ECI mecting and minutes isseed aflerwarnds,
thee system will ERCe more exdbility and a committoes
willl b Formied to review ECIRNeL But itissflent on what, if army, ac-
thionwill be lakenagatinst IGIT) Seema Khanna and sendordep-
uty Election Commissioner Maneesh Garg, whose controversial
comchact was flagped byrthe twen BCS. Tt tsstillnot known whoaath-
orsed the appeals againstvolers whiose inclhuston wasord ered by
jadiciza] oficers n'West Bengal. And why the requestod software
wasnever cnablod to restorevober names inGoa.

Tz BECI st A0 in the blanks. Then, it mustact. and @muost
bessenioact o oormect the course. Going ahead, there muast be
regular meetings and briefings. Commisstoners Sandho and
Joshi mustcontimee to push backat the distordonswithin, Most
ol all, CEC Gyanesh Komarmust acknowledee the damage-done
to the Commission on his walch, and make amends. Whether
amd hovar hee dioes that — mot st damage controd — B key o the
trast of we, the people, In the Integrty of elections.

Market plunges, more bad
weather may lie ahead

N MOMNDAY, Indian markets =aw 8 sharp selloff. The
BSESensexended the-day down 1,124 polnizor Ls2 per
cent. The weakmness was broadbased, with the PSU
bank, FMCG, utilities, suto and fnsncial servioes In-
dioes ending the day In the red. Imvestors havee been fecling the
paln forsomse tme nows Since the beginningofthis year, the Sen-
sex has Bllen by almost 15 per cent
Thissouring of seniiment can be traoed tosoveral factors. The
cunilict in'West Asita and theconsequent high enenry prices welgh
hizavy. More recently, oll prioes spiked following US President
Donald Tromp's refection of 2 proposzl from Ian to reopen the
Siraitof Hommez. msing bond yiclds In advanced eoon-
omies — the 10-year US bond yield 1s correnthy at 5.2 percent —
and tightening of ghobal Anandal conditions ane complicating
matters. Forelpn irmvestors have bomed net sellers sgain. InSep-
tember, FPs ook out $2.1 billlon from the equity markets, bring-
Iz catflowes b 326 2 billson so far this vear, inllowing 318 9hillion
In X125, This also snppests that Investoroonoems rundeeper. Ana-
bystsat Bernsteln, a brokerage firm, have angmoed that the “cese for
astructural India sllocanon has bocome harder tomake™_Allthis
comes amid healthy corporate results. Ratings agency IR A e
pects Indla Inc'’s revenue growih o mnge betereon 13 and 15 per
cemt in the second quarter of the corment Ananclal year, though
operating proft margins will continue to-oome under pressune.
MNear-term movements will continue to be impacted by bath
global and domestic fctors. On the external fromt, after the US
Fed's recent Interest rate hike, marketswill parse upooming data
forchees onthe irajectory of Inferest rates. theechuration
and intensity of the conflict in'West Asta and s implications for
ey marketswill continoe toeert influence. On the domestic
fromit. the Impact of E Mifoon cropoutpatand the coctent of policy
tightening — the RREI's Monetary Pollcy Commities will meet
nextweck amid expectations of a rate hike — will have abearing.

Against forgetting,
the artof Ai Weiwei

LUSTERS OF cast-tron combat helmets resembling
mushiroomms stand out sgainst the silhovette of the
Sydney Opera House. Chinese dissident artist A Wil-
wol's new arbwork, Mushrooms, outstde the Musenm of
Contemporary Arl. beganwith the realisation of 8 trowbiing troamy:
I 2022, Germary offered 5,000 helmets to Ulaatine following
Pusstasimvasion. For Al, the pesture exposed theunessy distance
between the language of protection and the reality of war.
Stripped of thelr purpese, the helmets morph Into amemortal, a
waming and aquestion: How kong can sulffering remain distant
before indifference becomes a form of complicity?
Dissidence, i Al's art, has slwaysboen an sctof intermuption.
Asa criticolithe Chinese povernment, the §9-year-old has taken
onoensorship, state power, displacement and historical amnesia
through his career. [n 2001, be was arrested in Beffing for “econ-
omiccrimes” and detained for neardy three months without
follkowing hisdeparture from Chin tn 2005,
Al has converied global events and the facts of his osm persecu-
thon — survelllance, detention, exdle — tochallenges to official
narratives and ideas of scsthetics, ethics and mosality.
Perhape that = where ant's dissident heart Hes — in throstng
upquestions that ane impoesible tolgmnore: Who bears the oost of
war? Whose histony is remembered? Whose sufforing bocomes

rrvistble? Art gives memory & place in poblic view, holding iLup

agalnst the tyranmy of forgetiing. -

In US-China Al race, India’s place will
depend on capabilities built athome

ber 23, artificial intell-

pence (AL washilbed a5 an

area of poesible common
ground. A summer of alamming incidents in
American labs, and Anthroplc chiel Daro
Amaodel’s call ve “pace the frontier”, had
pushed Al safety onto the summit agenda.
The groundwork was [zld In New York on
September 20, when US Treasuny Secretary
Soott Bessent and Chinese Vice Premier He
Lifeng held the first ronnd of Al wlks within
theetr trade mechantsm. Washington pro-
posed achanne] to notfy Al Incidents with
national-seourity consequenoes.

The summit confirmed this modest
package: A diaboge on nsks and bencfits. a
channa forincident=. & next meeting by Mo-
vembaer. But the two sides could not agree
onwhat incall thesubject The White House
fact shoet says thekeaders "seroad o wse the
lm'n:‘“;upu'lntd]lgﬂm‘mﬂn’ﬂun‘uﬂﬂ-

clalintelligence™. China's Bstof sgreed out-
comes speaks of a “China-US dialogee on
artificial Intellimenoe”.

The difference reflects two outbooks,
apart from Donald Tromp's idieeyncrasy. AL
the UM, Trumpsald hewonld “ondy encour-

e super intelligence._nobrein ", watch-
ing it “throogh the Department of Josthoe”.
Hislanguape tsof arace tnbewon. X s lsone
of control_At the White House be wrped the
twn counkres to “ensure that the develop-
mentof Al ls ahways under human controd .

31 abso told Trwmp the two shoulkd “play
o theelr strengthes rather than moard agsinst
cach other”, ackearshot at American export
controls. He offered a new framing of the re-
lationship: Cooperation as the malnstay,
competition within Bmits, diferencesunder
control, peacewithinreach. Hecalled ther-

valny “amoe of catchinguprwith one another,

not & wrestle In'which one either wins or
Joses". Beling now acoepis competition, but
a5 & moe Inwhich China s dostng the gap.
For all the talk of sk, nefther govemn-
ment wants toshow the frontier, though for
different reasons. Tromp calls the case fora
slowdown a “hoax™. For him, fronter Allsa
racewith China, o be policed afterwards by

Amodet’s essay a "Cobd Warscrpt”™ from
Amertea’s “techright™: Widen thegap by re-
stricting China, then negotiate 3 mutual
slowdown from strength. Yuyuan Tanttan,
aChina Central Television-affillated outlet,
aorused Anthropse of using “safety™ to cap-
ture nule-setting and of recasting distilation
as a security threat to curb China's open-
source models. The forelgn mindstry dis-
missed the wamings as “fear-mongering ™
Befjing is not indifferent to risk, but s
15t of risks 15 1ts owmn. Wiriting in Ching Cy-
berspace, Minister of State Security Chen
Yidncalls Al “the main battlefleld™ of glo-
hhal sctentific and technologlcal competi-
thon and ~a new arena for strategle rivalry
among major powers - First on his listof
dangers ks Al's “systemic” effect on the
“political securlty environment”, Parly
shorthand for regime security. s
brakes are political., applied
through Party controd over labs.
They restraln what models may
say, ot how fast capabiliby grows.
The missed opportunity on
nuchkearweapons. Al Limain Mo-
vember 2024, Joe Biden and X1
“affirmed the need o maintaln
homan conirol over the declsion
Lo use nuclear ". Mewver
formalised, it found no mention
In elther factsheet this week. The

(-5

|""_l_|
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India should keep Chinese
muodels out of povernment
systems, critical infrastructure
and sensitive data. Equally,
avoid over-dependence on the
American stack: June's brief
cut-off of foreien access to top
American models showed
how quickly access can vanish

one security cutcome, & milltEry memor-
andum on crisls communECcation, Appears
only In China’s list.

Thereality and Hwill niot
change. Washington will guard its narrow
bead throupgh chip controls, action agaknst
distilistion and Pax Silicasopply chalns. Bell-
gz wiill push for self-rehlanoe inchips and
spread 1= open-weight models worldwide
“Tainghua's e Wel concedes that nether side
can butld an “tron shirt” against the other
Malese may manage the edpes of this ri-
walry. nol 15 oore.

For India, thres comocormes folbow: The Arst
EaGioveriay. Fules on frontier risk may be
shaped by the two powers holding most of
thie workd's frontier compute. The nuchear
order shows how risk reduction between
keading posens canbecomee the bests for dis-
criminatory controls onothers.

The second k competing pressure in &
split universe of “two Al systems, two sets
of standamnds". Washingion expects tnested
pariners tokeep thetr Al eoosystems froeof
China. Beljing 15 pressing lis agemda
through BRICS and other platforms_ At the
Mo Dedhil sumimit, X1 proposed an open-
soarroe Al commumity for the grouping, to
be taken forward at the next summit in
China. India s undtkelyto jotn %1% Workd Ar-
tficial Intelipence Cooperation
Orranisaiion (WALCD), which, like
the Belt and Road Inftiative, 1=a
unilateral iImitiatve 1o sdvance a
China-centricagemda.

The third Is harder to handle.
China’s open-weelght, open-souroe
modelshold asedoctive atiraction:

Competitive. cheap
Allbaba's Cwen has spawmed mone
than 150,000 dertvative models,

and Singapore, Malaysia and Bral
are bullding on Chinese models or

pariners. Theappeal extends ioWestern and
Imdian companies with an eye onoost.
Imdlia's response should rest on fve el-
emends. First, weloome amy US-China step
that reduces risk, but instst that normson
fromtler Al be multilateral, and seck inch-

control over nuclear-use decistons parl of His
nuchkear discourse and press all nuclear
powersioaffimm L Third, apply dual and dif-
feremtizted de-risking to AL KeepChinese
mizdicks ot of povernment systems, oritical
Infrastructure and sensiive data. Siopping
private Arms from bullding low-risk com-
meercial applications on Chinese open-
wikoht modetswill betough; security testing
and kncal hosting should be the minimum
conditton. Equally, avold over-dependence
onthe Amercan stack; June's brieficut-offod
forelgn access o op American madels

pate,

ability o test frontier systems Indepen-
dently. Fifth, shape BRICS rather than cede
space there, Insisting that Al Indiiatves be
consensus-based and technology-nowtral.

Washington and Belfing cannot yet
agree on what to call the technology, let
alone how togovern it Indiasweightinithe
Al orderwill depend less ondeclarations of
technologleal soverclznty than on capabil-
1thes Bt develops st home.

A fourmer amiassador of irdka o Ching,
the author i Subhas Chandra Bose Chair

¥
What could be ajust, dignitied [ Women'ssafetyfalls through
and laqtmg, peace in Ukraine? | gapbetweenintentandpolicy
VERY MORMNING at 200 am, We know that the tme messure of peace T'% BEEN almost 15 years since the in Dedhi In
Ukralne stops. Across citles in. 1sfound I these human-centred storles. [t December 212, [t's hard to foreet the days that followed,
Ulzaine, loudspeake=nomally 15 found in a child retumed to thelr family, when we took to the streets to agitate for greater safety for
a._ u=od towarnof incoming Bus- & civillan released from unlawfol deten- womer. Some demands were met. The Mirbhaya Fund wes
_ slan alr strikes broadeast the  Hon, & prisoner of war reanited with loved creatod tosupport programmes forwomen’ssafety and the
steady tick of a clock. City strects full of lifie. ones, and a commundty given the chance Preventon of Sewal Harsssment at Workplaces Act, X013 was
'[_'HRJSTEI'PHI:.E fall silent. Traffic ights tumired. Carsstop. o heal and rebotbd. passed. [t seemiod Hke our conntny was finally baflding a begal and
Forone minute, 8 oouniTy pauses. The scopeofths lssue 1s Immense, and policy framework toprioditse women'ssafety —with funding o
ThisisUlrainesdallymomentofslience,  no country or organisation can address it NIKORE back Hup. Between 2005and 2025, R=5 84608 cromeoulof the Bs
a natiomwide act of mmembrance forthose  abone. Success requires sustalmed coopser- 771285 crore allotted under the Nirbhaya Fund was used. The
Killed In Bossla's Hlegal war. In workplaces,  alion among governments, Intermational funds have beenusad tosetup nearhy 15.000women’s help desks
homes, schools, markets and on highways,  organdsations, humaniiaran actors, and in police stattons and cstablish fast-track courts for rape cases.
Ukraimians panse o honour thosewhogave  civil sochety. Cities like Chennal, Surat and Bhubaneswsar established gender
thietr hves defending thietr country’s sover- This 1= why Canada, Norway, and Labe toexplore howrurban destom coubd) s salofy
clgnty and freedom, and remember the  Ukraine will comvens: forelgn minksters and AxMikore Associabes, we have donesafcty-andits of public spaces
thousands ol civilanswhose ves havebeen. International parners in Toronto on Sep- and pubdic transporn in at keast 10cites. Sowhny are we st here?
bost to Pssla’s aporession. tember 28 and 25 for Tathwenys to Pesoe Soc- Wiy did Jamu! happen? Wy did Asstha Ko park happen?
Thee dllence also mirmors the abeence (elt.  ond International Conderenos on Rietuming The answer Hes In systemic fallures. One 1= acoountability.
STENER by thousands of milles whose kwed ones Ulralnlan Chikdren, Detatned Chillans, and Safety audits areimcreasingiybeing booked at asthe end. and ot
have yet booome lomie. Prisoners ol War’. the means forwomen's safiety. Admintstrations wax eloquent
Among them are the thousands of Bulkiing on the progress made at the about the mumber of audits, but there 15 Hittle discussion of how
Ukrainzan chikdrenwhohave beonforcibly Mingstertal Conferenoe on the same toplc, theEsues discoversd anebetng fived 15 knewthata lane
transferred and unlawfally deported by hosted by our three couniries in Canada In biehtnd Lady S Ram Collepe has a S00m dark zone, with no
PBusstaoverthecourseof iswar Sepamated 2024, theconference will bring Intemational strectlighits, winywas this not fxed? For women 1o tnest safiety
from thelr families and communitles, parners together to support Ukraine’s ef- meEsures, prvernment agencles at theoity kevel need to publichy
mary heve had parts of thetr core dentity  forts wo retum, rehabiliate and reintegrale share reports on hiow they are b b emnies;
stripped away: Their languape, thetrcul- Ukrainian deported children, detatned discoeered In sadety sudits; how they deal with calls recetwed on
x ture, and even thetr names. civilians, and prisoners of war. women's safety helplines; and how long thetr orists response k.
OLEKSANDR {thers are civillans unlawiully de- Thelrreturn is & homaniaran impera- There Is also a capacity problem. Today, at least clght states
POLISHCHUE tzined in termtories temporadby occupled e and critical to any pesce process, help- offer free bustravel forwomen. Governmentsare substituting in-
by Russiz. Many have suffered conse-  Ing tobuild trust and lay the gronndwork wvestment in gender-senstive Infrastructure with free public
quences for teaching thetr languape, prac-  of a ust, lasting and dignified peace. Every trarsport. But_ s our recent study shows, making buses free dos
ttsing thelr culiure, speaking out against  person returned reunttes a family. Every htle forwomen's safety (T the walt imes are ong and unpredict-
occupation, or sharing the truth about ﬁmﬂymmmdmu@msacmumw able, and tfwomen have owalk bo the bus onunsalestreet=. This
whal they have witnessed. Some have  And every community prospering helps Forwomenito Eanexampleolcommitment owomen's safebywithout the ca-
been transferred to detention facilitbes in - rebutld Ulratne. trust safety paciny to inmovate In 2 way Lhat can tnohy build tnclustee cithes.
Russia, where they are held without due Each mommilng, milllons of Ukralnians Women's near ahsenoe from public spaces, espocially In the
process, denled contact with loved ones,  pause to remember those whoare gone and TEASUTES. evenings, i another factormaking ol Hes even more unsaic, Hay-
Everyperson  deprived of adequate medical care, and  thosewhohaveyet ioretum. Inthelr remem- Bovernment Ing miore wormen In public-facing jobe — drivers, condwcios, sta-
returmed shichkded from independent montioning.  branoeand withexiraordinary courageand agenciesat the  tonmanagens parkworkers, e-autodrivers —can help. Employ-
ifes g ForUkmmanprsonersofwarinPussian Ingenuity, they also repalr what Bossia hes city level i mient inthese jobs resis with govemment spencies. Small changes
custody. conditions rematn stmilarhy con- . care for one another, amd can make & bz difference. Take the hefeht for bas
family. Every cerning. Returnees have reported harsh  strengthen the communitises that Bussian topublicly drvers. When the Deli government dropped 1t from 159 cm 1o
familyreunited  treatment. while iIndependent bodies have  aggression hassoughi Lo tear apari. sharereports  153.omin 2022, by next year, 34 newwomen bus drivers were In-
strengthensa documented widespread shuse, Incloding Ittsoor hope that Tatheays toPeace’ will on how they ducted Beformsand tarpets boIncresse women s representation
" torture and sexsl viokenooe. meobilise the Infernatiomal commantty mot are in these rodes are required o push women's and
¥ Theseare not sideeffoctsof Pusslaswar.  ondy iopense with Ukrainein remembrance, thelr presemce In pablic spaces. There is also a nesd tolnorease
Andevery Russta’s actions arcrepeated andwell-docu- — but to act alongside 1t to help bring home continuously  yhe mumberofwomen police. Teday, just about 10 per cent of the
COMITILILY mented violations of Intemational bw, car-  every deported child, detatned civiltan, and workingto fix  polsce force 15 female, despite the Centre's target of 33 per cent.
prospering ried out at scake, in an attempt iobend the  prisonerof war. issues IFwe wanl a soctety with women-lod development, the first
he build will oof thie Ukralnizn peopbe. Behind every 1i ered i step e acknrwledaingthese Bihores and comecting them, starting
Ips caselsahumanstony: Aparentwallingfora Couter isHigh Commissionerof Canad ioind¥a, _ with governmends at all kevels taking accountability.
Ukraine child. a spouse walting fora phone call, a StenerisAmbassadoraf Norwsy to indis and safety audits
famiby walting for someone tocome home. Polshcok & Ambacador of lrane ionds | c— IThe waritesr & ey, Nikore Associales
4_0 ?EAHS AGO Violence and arrestsin Punjab today and they are allinnocent, said Parkash ~ committes meeting of DPCC-Ts labowr cell
Singh Badal, the formerchief minister. passed aresolution urging an All-india Con-
&.‘[ﬂﬂﬂltﬂl@.% TWO PERSONS were killed and twoothers, Speaking at theKapur Singhmemaorialfunc-  gress-| Committee specialsessiontoelect
inclhuding a granthi of a gurdwara, were tion heldin Chandigarh by the All-india Pan- her Indian National Congress presidant
injuredin Punjab during the past 24 hours thic Fiorum, Badal ssid the claim of the Bar-
= whilethe police and forces nala that onky J00-400 Sikhs z
IN DI.A_H_E{_FEESS SEl | arrestediive suspected extremists. Avtar Minﬂum‘gﬂsmﬂs&hm Militias clashin Beirut
. PSPy Singhwas gunned down by two peoplewhen  he said, the number of detainess was one- LEBANESE FORCES militiamen crushed a

‘-:_:: Twn k:llr.'d im

2 dcad, 195 hury

= rival mililize

hie wias standing outside ahowse in Dangoan

anid-a-hal times the rumber arested during

et Puplah, fve B village in Ludhiana district, whileanotherper-  Operation Bluestarin 1984
£ terroelsty hebd | sonidentified as Sher Singh was shot at and

THERE ARE 4,000 Sikh men in Punjab's jails

{DPCC) demanded that Sonia Gandhi be

Eolkata

thinust by the supporters of a rival Christian

lesder to regaincontrol of East Beinot. Palice
said the fighting left 62 people dead and 198
wounded. “Thelast pocket of resistance was.

said a comimiuniqueé of the Lebanese Foroes,
the nation's langest Cheistian militia.




& WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Isracl’s cocupation

of Syria is starting to
mirror the West Bank.
Haareez, fsrael
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With its press note, the Election
Commission makes the case againstitself

BY YoGENDRA YaDav

HAT MORE must the
CEC do to deserve 1m-
peachment? [ had asked
in this column (“The
move o Impeach the
CEC, though symbobic, matters”, [E March
17, supporting an Opposition-led motion
of Impeachment against Gyanesh Komar.

Twaswrong. The exposé by The Indian
Fxpress, among the Onest pleces of 1nves-
tiative journalism in recent times, shows
that the Chiefl Election Commissioner
ooutld domuoch more than anyone had 1m-
agined. And if there was any room for
doubt, the Election Commission’s owmn
statement hes offcially removed 1

The ECI's press noteof September 26 1s
a formal admission of gullt. The two-page
meobe 15 a sound legal basis o Impeach the
CEC. And also to remowe the other bamo
Election Commissioners who have ap-
proved this note.

Just to recap: The Constitution (Article
32415}, read with Article 124 {4} does not
allow the removal of the CEC except
through impeachment on grounds of
“proved misbehaviour or Incapacity ™. 5o,
while Impeachment does not requine poov-
Ing “criminality”, “misbehaviour or inca-
pacity” does not apply to army kind of mis-
conduoct, ordinary error or 2 mistaken
Interpretation in good fith. Impeachment
should kickin only Incasesof gross miscon-
duct imvnbving the wilfiul breach of funda-
mental mormes of such an ofice.

The Supreme Court, In Aroop Baran-
wal, has formulated the norms expected of
thie Election Commitssioners. There are alsn
the six internationally recogndsed “Ranga-
bore Principles of Judicial Conduct™ Inde-
pendence, impartiality, integrty, propriety,

of these viruoes? In the last ariche, | had
bult a case amound nommathve principles

—-~—
LEITERS
To T Eprror

Call of conscience

PUBLIC OFFICIALS carmy respsoa-
sibilities thal go beyond merely
Following procedures { Public ser-
vanizmust act In favwour of the
weak, and in fearof thelr
consclence’, [E, September 28).
They must apply mbes fairy, es-
peclallywhenvulnerable clilzens
are affected. Al the same time, a0-
countability cannot depend onky
on personal consclence. Clearser-
vice standards, transparent dect-
shon-making and protectian for
officials who act lawfully are es-
sentlal. Complaints shouald be
examined Independently, with
action against dellberate miscon-
duct. Such safemands can

Imporis open’, [E, September 28]
With the likely effect=of El Mifio
well anticipated. a Mings-
tryofJal Shakil, through theCen-
iral Water Commulssion, oold
have enforced coordinated reser-
wvodr-release protocols and
rationed surface storage for rabl
Irrigation rather than non-essen-
taluses. Thatnot havingbeen
done, stakes must now expedite
crop- boes surveys and activate
drought relbef mechantsms.
Krishan Kumar Chugh, New Delki

and substaniive consequences: Elatant
partsanship, impropriety and sbuse of of-
fie for mass disenfranchisement. Mow, we
can add mohtple and wilful grossviolstions
of law to make a robust legal case against
thie CEC and the other ECs.

Read parapraph 1) of the press nobe is-
=wed by the Election Commisston: “For all
Commission'smeeting(sich, apendawill be
clrculated in advance and minuies will be
Issued” This Is an astounding statement,
especially when read Inthe Bght of The In-
dliiam FExprress exposé that the absenoe of amy
agenda or minutes for the past year was In-
deed one of the objections ratsed on April
16 this year by Vivelk.Josht, one of the ECs.
Theus, this 1= a formal sdmission that this
constiutional authority has been carmylmg
oul its business without the minimum
procedunes requited of amy commities or
soctety, or even alocal club.

Unless the Commission comes oulwith
minutes of those meetings, we
must assume that there Is no
paper tohackup the series of mo-
mentouws dectstons taken In the
name of the Election Commis-

Thetwo-pagenoteisasound  gouyin
lezal basis to impeach the
CEC. And also to remove the
other two Election

LLLSTRATION: ©  SASRAIMAR
now present as “unandmous™ The ques-
tion k5 not whether the three Commis-
sloners, then ornow, agres on those orders
but whether the declslon was proposed,
deliberated upon, agreed bo and reconded
as such by the entire Commission baefore
thiese orders were announeed amnd imple-
mented. Inthe sbsence of any proof tothe
contrary, we must assume that this gross
lapse proves both Incapacity and grave
dereliction of constitutional duties.

Next, turn to paragraph W) and 30010,
which relate ko the much-debated issue of
changes to Formé. The ECI's press note ad-
milis to three wilful violations of law com-
miltted by the Election Commisslon. First,
Itmisrepresents the apses court order to sy,
“Thedeclaration attached to Form & for STR
has been upheld by the Hon'ble Supreme
Cioart” Asseveral legal commenitatons have
pointad out, the Court didn't quite do so.
Second, thededsiontorevert tothe orfginal

Form & for the non-SIR peried,
response to the objection
of thee two ECs that this change in
the statutory form was “unauth-
ortsed and 1Begal” 15 an admission

slon, espectally those regarding that the modified fomm belngused
the SIR. This presumption of 11- Commissioners who have by the ECI so far was gross viol-
legality must apply to even the approved this note ationof law, especially after It was

three SR orders, which all the ECs

put on notice by no kess than the

Commission members. Third, the claim
that the 9P wronghully deleted volers In(xoa
have been helped tobecome vobers by All-
Ing In Form & 15 another proofof wil ful viol-
ation of law: The BECT s askdng voters who it
kmvows existed on pre-SIR rolls, but were
found to be wrongfully deleted, tosigna
[alse statement. They have to pretend that
they are “new” volers and undertake: "Tam
applying for Incluston 1o Electoral Roll for
the Arst #me.” They are also made tosign
affirming that a false statement carrles a
punishment of Impriscnment of wp o omne
year. Over the pest year, the ECI has forced
millions of woders to commit this dlegality,
for it fEiled to evobee any procedure to rec-
tfiy 15 ovm error of wrongful eschosions.

Paragraph 1iiv) of the note proposes to
5ol up a committee of experts, again n re-
sponze to oblecthons by Commission
members, to “review ECINET to double-
cheeck that it complies with the provisions
of the Acts and Rules™. This 5 another

admission: The EC snowrnot
surewhetherthe online portal and softwane
already used to delete more than 13 crore
names from the electoral rolls was in ac-
cordance with law. As per The Indian
Express report, two Commissioners were
surethat itwas not. Bestdes, the nole prom-
Ises “further fedbility™ to "Aeld officers”,
who Inchude the EROs, the sole legal auth-
arity responsihie for amy inclosion oreoclu-
sion in electoral rolls, who had repeatedly
oomplained ofbetng shot oot Fromithis sys-
temm. Mo theywill enjoy some “fledbility™,
ok thie authority ghven to them by b

Finally, let us note what the EC1 stll
does ot mention: Who authorsed the 16
lakh-plus appeals Aled agalnst the volers
wio had managed to get thelr names back
on the rolls in Bengal? Perhaps the note
found this breach of law too scandalous
iobe mentioned.

Ao now need to knosr s Section 3201)
of the Representation of the People Act,
1950, which holds that it ks 8 criminal of-
fence for amy election official iodo anything
In the preparation of electoral rolls that 15
“without reascnablie canse_ ity of amy act
or smission inbreach of such offictal duty ™
And askyourself i the entire Electton Com-
mission i notgulliy of this criminal offence.

e wariter i mesmibier, Swara) indis, and
nationsd convendar, Bharat lodo Abhiyasn

ARECENT incident in the Al industry and
Sam Alimnan’s remarks st the United Mations
Securlty Councll have relgnited debates
about AL In July, OpenAl's “apents™ —
peeudo-amtonomous bitsof code —escaped
thelrsandbon during ansutomated cyberse-
curtyevahuation with ll-defined miardralls,
communicated and coordinated. and ac-
cessed the Internet. Once onfine, they at-
tacked the machine keaming (ML) resource
wibalte Hupging Face.

Industry leaders and media have charac-
tertsed this Incldent as evidenoe of the po-
tency olthistechnology and of the exdstential
threat of humans “ksing control over AI™
"Thazyrcall fior canston 2nd interverntion How-
CVET, ithese codes a5 uman-
like “agents”, and thelr coordination as a
“message board” isa misrepreseniation. This
discourse, which anthropomorphises the
technologry. primes the observer to think of
Al apents &= aulonomous entities with oog-
nitive powers and Immense productive po-

regulate. The unsald bit? Governments
need bo stay out of the way. | had written
an article ("What leaders ask-
Img fior 2 s1x-month balt on Al don’t want
you to know, IE, April 3, 3023) explaining
that the technology 1s good at specific
well-defined repetitive tasks where ad-
fodication by humans ts possible, but sh-
sodutely unsultable for tasks involving the
social or economic rights of people like
michical sdvice, bw enforcement, and ju-
dictary. Here, arbitrary errors and biind
pattern repetition are catastrophic. The
problem Hes inwho owns Al

It 15 important W underline here that
“Artficial InteBigenoe” 15 amarketing lerm
and 1= & vast (amily of technobogles ustng
ML, that 15, finding patterns from large
amounts of data. The most popular Al ar-
tefacts these days are large language
midiels or LLMs. These are resouroe- and
dats-Intenstve ML systems that can ape
language by predicting what tosay next. In

temitial. This k= ot true. The framing: the words of Al scholar and com-
ofwhetherthe technology cangen- Ower the last six years, the putational linguist Emily Bender,
erale Immense wealth orcreate amountof money invested in - they are “stochastic parmots™.
existential threatsis s mitsdirection. LLM ustry reached Given this, Al when applicd o
This tactic ts mot new. Three m§| illi ﬁldl Il ﬁw“uﬂ economic or soctal tasks, 15 an ac-
years agn, an “Al moratoriom oeleratorofexiant social and econ-
letter™ was drafted by the Future numbers arestill in the omicpoblems by aniomating past
of Life Insttute. Even then, hundredsofbillions. and most  patterns. Compater sclentist Ar-
clalms were made about the fu- ofitis from chipmakers like vind Marsyananchamctertses Al as
ture catastrophic (and hence, hu- Nvidia. wi C?lnsl.n PG a"MNormal Technology™ asopposed
crative) power of Al the need (o KRS i & frongler technobogy. This does
listen to “expents”, and use thetr  everyoneelseinthearena  pormean itisnot “powerful inthe

expertize to let the Industry seli-

tza=ks It can dio, bat that there are

Al apocalypseis all
about the money

real limits and It 15 often used incormecthy.
Ofien, the threat of Al lswhat causes jobdis-
placement or wage depression rather than
the actual sbility o sutomate.

Why isthere such blatant misnepresen-
tation? Ohver the pastsixyears, the amount
of money invested in the LLM Industry has
reached a trilllon dollars. Revenue
numbers are 511l in the hundreds of bil-
lions, and maost of L5 from chipmakens Bke
Nwidia, whose costomers are everyone clse
in the arena. Even where revenoe extsis,
theere &re slgnificant amounts of frawd; for
cxample, the peeudo-scleniific “emotion
detection™ tech s nearhy abilllon-dollar in-
dustry. Developing nations are belng
oonned into echnological lock-ins, spemnd-
Ing tzx money biindly on dats centres and
compute without bullding the founda-
ttonal base for Al research.

The marketing of a fantzsy ks pushing
palicy abandonment tn fpvourofithe indus-
iry. Also pushed are the sertous hamms of
uslng statistical, ervor-prome artefacts In
public domains, worsening exploftative
wape relations. depressing wages by
threatening automation, centralising
wealth, and destroying privacy 1o foed an
unending data hunger. Il anything 1s a
threat, It s the eoonomics of this Industry.

It ks time we questioned  Hs premises and
regulated it Hike amy other.

Thewiter is cnsistant professor, working
ol and Folicy, at the Ashank Decal

Cesutre fow Policy Shudies o6 1T Sombay

Atmanirbharta
indefence:Its not
assimpleas
it seems
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M NARENDRA Modl's pablic relations machine

Teas, over thie years, fashioned astring of shogans that

cncourage the development of anautarkic defence

eoonomy. These Include “Make In India™ colned In

2004; *Vocal for Local” in 2020 and the most In-
Lensely marketed atmamirbhar Bharat {seli-reliant India) in
the samie year. On September 24, Defence Minster Rajnath
Simgh =aid that the povernment’s vision was o “destgnin Indta,
develop In India, manufaciore in India™.

Given the Indianmilitary s unformuonate addiction ko forelgn
weaponry — Il wasthe workd s fifth-larpest defence spender last
year, and the seoomd-larpest importer afweaponry sfterwar-tom
Ukralne — amy exhortation to indipenise rather than Import 1s
practically immuone to contradiction. To angue against ai-
manirbfar Bharat 15 to Invite allegations of belng in the pockets
af thiebig glohal arms corporations. However, atmantridharta s
an the wrong side of this well-known cost hlerarchy Indefence
aoquisitions: That the most cost-effective and Umehy method for
aoquiring a high-tech defence platform 1s o bease 1t for the dur-
ation that i Is needed. Somewhat costlier is 1o buy the platform
ower the counter. Costlier than that ks buying manufacturing
technology and setting up 2 fEctory tobualld the equipment In-
couniry. Pamdoxically, abmanirbhiaria, which imrobvesdesign-
Ing. developing. testing and mamifacturing the platiom, con-
stitutes the most expensive aoquisition method. Mindstry of
Defemsoe Agures indicate that spocesstee Mod! grvermments have
ralsed Indigenons defenos and acrepace production fourfold
from a relattvely modest Bs 46,000 crore In 2014 1oa high of Bs
178 trillion in the fnancial vear 2025-26_ During the same period,
diefemnce cxpons rose from Bs 600 crore in 2014 1o Rs 38 434 crone
tast year. Defenoe Mintster Rafnath Singh has projected that de-
fenvoe exports wowld touch Bs 500000 crore by 2028-29.

This ri=ing trend 1s volubdy backed by [ndia’s strategic com-
munity, which anmees that arsing power Bke Indes muostbe self-
suffictent indestpning and tatlding s milliany arsenal. Onlythen

ment mamifacturens ™ CEMs) of weaponny. Atmaentribhar Bharat
alsositswell with an increasingly nationaBstie public that wanits
tosee Indian-madeweaponny, firing Indian-made amroundtion,
knocking ot tanks, warships, aircraft and bases of India's foes.
There are, however, powerful counter-arpuments o al-

meenirbiarta. The first relates to the high oost of autzrky. A fm-
Hlear criicism ks that ostersthly Indian weapons platformes such
a5 the Tejas Aghier, Indian Neeywarshipe snd marmy of the Army's
tactical misslle systems are not really “Indian”, since as much as

There s & pood reason for sourcing them from abrosd: De-
weloping every element of a weapon platfonm ralses 1ts cost un-
aocepiably. Eventhe workd's most sophisticated defenceecon-
omies and the premier weapon-bullding OFEMs do not aspire
forcomplete self-suificency. [nstead, they retainoontrol of key
technologies In the weapons platform, while obiaining other
systems and sub-systems from compantes or countries that
have already established technological supremacy in those
felds. Forexample, 50-55 percent of the world s combat alncrafi
u=e clection seats designed and budbt by the Brittsh Arm Mar-
tin-Raker. Developers of new fighter stroraft seldom waste tme
and money desimning an cjection seat. Even the most sophis-
ticated alrcraft, incheding Lockheed Martin's F-35 Lighining (1
and China'’s F-7 Guitrdhou, went strazhe to Martin-Baker.

That sald, there are systems and technobogles In every
WEAD that are Indeed essental for emamnirsharia,
and which must be identifted zs=uch from the start of 1= devel-

“digital flight control computer” controdled by quadnoplex (hy-
bey-witre flight control software. Thiswas developed for the Tejas
Mark 1 and Is now belng modifted Into an even more sophist-
cated flight control system that wiflbe the brain of the Tiefas Mark
2 and the futuristic Advanced Mediom Combat Atrerafit Inde-
veloping this software, Indla has taken on, and won, the contral
challenge of desipning and developing Iisown Aghter atrerafi

For achdeving real and financially viable aimanirbfuaria, the
maost important skill s potng tobe project management — find-
Ing the technoboglcal resources and managerial skl that will
deckde what systems and techniologies are needed, where we
will obiain them from, what we need to schieve through devel-
opment and when it 15 time oclose down a

Buying forelgn defence equipment does prowvide the suppler
with leverase over the anyer: But embarpoes and cot-offs canbe
defered by taldng on a significant role inthe Internations] supply
chain. With OFEMs relying heavily on components mam factured
by hundredsofsub-contraciorswordwide, that creates a mutus]
wvulnerability that deters hostile sction. Finally, there remains the
uncomifvrable question of whether producing & sophilsticated
defence kit s enough fora middle power ke Indla when i 1sde-
pendentonoverseas markets fororitical commodities such asofl.

The wiriter i aredired Ay offcer and fourmadiss
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IM NEPAL, it's the constiotion that geis
blamed for the regime’s fallure, ot the
peoplewhio run it The keaders of faled poe-
CITUMENES Combne [ oocupy key posithons
inthe country's pofitics. The practice of Te-
viewing and reforming themsebves, ortak-
Ing responsibility, 1= absent from the
counirys political culture. Last ’
the youth protest agalnst corruption In
high places and the ban onsoctal mediaby
the K P Sharma Ol gorvermment ked to the
premature dissolution of parliament and

Nepal's young PM faces anold political pattern

fresh peneral elections Ave months Eter. A
caretaker government was put In place
umnder the keadership of 2 non-pariamen-
tarian, & retdred chief ostior — something
the constitution had expresshy forblidden.
Mo about st months after Balendra Shah
took over as prime minisior, & new nar-
rative ks being created, that even 8 two-
thirds majority in pariiament Enod enough
toensure palitical stability and the survival
of the government.
Shah has been on the recetwing end of
criticlsm from his own party and the op-
inthe aftermath of the flash floods
that hawe left over 1400 dead, thousands
of others in roin, and the damage caused
munning into billons. He made his appear-

anoe at the UMGA last week, spoke of the
global community not heeding Mepal's
wamings, and repeated that afluent coun-
trics shoukd share the burden of 185 sormow
and the cost of rebullding. Shah, howewer,
has been avoiding parllament. Rastriya
Swratanira Party chief Rabl Lamichhane 1s
acting x5 & “proxy P meeting Prestdent
Ram{handra Paudel and convening 2 jolnt

He hasz been on the receiving end
of criticism from his own party
and the opposition in the

aftermath of the Mash floods that
have left over 1.400 dead

meetng of partics, a responsibility the PM
seems tobe deliberately avolding. Lamich-

hane hasexpressed dissatisfaction over the
relbefwork, while Shah's advisers are being

aocused of app comcuiive roles
“lllegally”. Shah’s sllence has only In-
creased thelr valnerability.

Rather than dealing with the poditical
crists, the povernment i turning aggres-
shve towards dissent and criticlam. Bharat
Dahal, a prolific soctal-media commentas-
tor, had alleged that Mepal was inching too
close o the US. He was armested recently
by thie Cyber Burean of the Nepal Polloe.
The crackdown 15 nist confined to soctal
mixdia. Tamifa Pamnde, alawyer at the fore-
front of the GenZ protest last year, wams:

Eolkata

“Let this change and sacrifice ot go to
waste.” (n the first annbversany of the pro-
te=t, there was much kess hope and ap-
preclationof the leadership.

Shahs visthle decline in popularity, his
lack of visthility inthe curmment catastrophe,
the shoriage of cooking gas, and his oppo-
nents taking the govermment bead on are
ts=nes he can ignoreanby at his peril IF MNe-
pal’s poditical mathematics follows the old
pattern, the constitution of 2015 the
sevenith sinoe 1948, may not last long. And
thee regime in charpe may alkeo find tself a
part of that pattern.

e wemiter i the Katfumandu-hased
coniributing editor for The Indian Express
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Netanyahumet | U.S. AMBASSADOR TO CHINA DAVID PERDUE DOESN'T SPECIFY WHEN THE OFFER WAS MADE Officials: Mediators set to
with UAE leader 1 ’ i 1 £ | hold separate talks with
ety Ropor Trump asked China’s Presidentif [0 trare «ie

Catro, September 28

THE ISRAELI Prime Minlster
held an hour-long meeting
with the UAEs Prestdent on
Sunday, according to two
people bricfod on Netamyahuo's
trip, whichwas frst repostod by
Israel’s Channel 12 TV station.

Uneoltherm said the talks fo-
cused on a report published by
the Isracll datly Haaraz carller
this month that=aid the Emiman
beaderwarmed Metanyabu about
a loorming sttsck by Hamss just
ahead of October 7, 2023

Netanyahu asked Shelkh
Mohamed to deny the report,
gcoording to 8 person said to
have frsthand Information
about the meeting. Netany-
ahu's office had previoushy de-
nilied the Haaretz roport.

Thee persomn, lomgrwith are-
glonal official briefed on the
mectng, spoke on condition
of anonymity o disouss the se-
cret Lrip.

The UAE = Forelgn Mint=try
declined io comment on re-
ports about the meeting but
siressod i makntains “openand
direct [ines of communication”™
with Israed and shares “all rel-
evant Inteliigence.”

There was no Immediate
comment from Prime Mindster

Netamyahuo's office.

he wants to buy US arms: Envoy

Leaders also spoke
about US weapons
sales to Taiwan

Ben Finley
Wastimgion, Sepiember 25

has pustified the pending US
arms sale o Talwan o Chinese
President X1.inping by down-
playing It &5 Just one of many
sabes Washingon makes sroond
the world — even asking X1 1F
he'd be In the market for US
arms, Trump's ambassador 1o
China said on Sunday.

David Perdue sald Trump
ralsed the prospect of the arms
sakes from the US to His ascend-
ant propolitical ival, anundikehy
offer that if consummated
weoald upend of US
policytowsard Chinaand Talwan
and potenttally expose US tech-
maodogry o s potential foe. Perdoe,
speakdng to Shannon Bream on
Fox News Sunday days after
Trump hosted Xi fora stake visit
In Washingion, didn't spectfy
whin the offer wasmade.

UK examines foreign
involvement in US air
base plot, releases all

five suspects on bail

Tehrandenies role
in RAF Fairford
incident; probe on

Reulers
Fatrford, September 28

BRITISH MOLICE said on Mon-
day they were Investizating
whether indbviduals scting for s
forelpn siaie were veohved Inamn
apparent plot o attack an air
baseused by the U5, but ssid fve
suspects they had amrested
woitld be released on bedl.

Thee fve mien, all British na-
tionals from London in thelr
carly 20, were defalned early
on Sundzay after police were
alerted by & local farmer about
three white vans driving to-
wards RAF Falrford. 2 British
base that houses US bombers
that fiy missions sgainst [ran.

[ran’z Revolutionary (Guands
sald In.July the base was a legh-
imate target. Laurence Taylor,
who heads Britsin's connter-ter-
rorism police, sabd the men, whis
had been amested on sspicion
of explosives offences and plan-
ninga terrortst act, would be re-
keased understringent bail con-

ditions lateron Monday.

“To be wery clear, this does
ok mecan that the maestioation
= over,” Taylor sakd In & state-
ment. “They abenlutely remain
under Investigation as we ex-
plore mudttple Enes of enguirg”

Asource familiar with the
Investigation had previowshy
told Rewters that an [ranlan-
linked motive was considered
themost likely, although 2 Bus-
slan operation of an
Islamist plot were also being
looked at as possthikities.

Iran'’s London embassy had
carliersaid ina staterment B “cat-
cporically refects and stromghy
condemmns the recent un-
fmnﬂ:du'-dnmh:luﬁm:h—
tons" that It was Imvolved,
whitch it sabd would fue] “Trano-
phobila propagands” in Britaln.

Taylor, who did not spectfi-
cally refer to Iran, said he knew
thiere was significant Interest
In whether the carrent geo-
political condext had abearing
on this iIncldent. “Be assured,
wiz are conskdering this from
every posstble anghe, Including
that this may be actively com-
mitted by proxies or individ-
uals elther knowingly or un-

knowingly working on behalfl
of & forelgn state.

A security officer near the RAF Fairford air base on Sunday. srmres

Trumphosted Xi for a 3-day state visit in Washington last week. s

Bream had cited concems
from Republican and Demao-
cratic lwmakers over delayod
ald packages and weapons
onders o Talwan, the self-muled
democracy, to defend itself
from China's threat to invade
the Island. Bream asked if the
US 1s denying amms and aid to
Tatwantoappease the Chinese
prestdent, who visited Tromp
last woek.

Perdue pushed back on the
sugpesiion, stating that Tromp
“15 as strong on Talwan as ['ve
ever seen amybody ™ and hessold

It pleniyofweapons. Perduealsn
sald Trmp and X1 contime Lo
talk abowl futore US weapons
sales o Talwan.

“But Preskdent Tiemp con-
rmcs tosay, Hey, wesell ammsto
otherpeople around the workd,”
Perdoe said. “He asked
Prestdent X1, would he Hke to
Ty soomee, ait ooee polnt_” The US
15 bound by s cam Laws to pro-
vide Tatwan with the means to
diefend t=clf While not reoognd-
sing Tatwan asacouniry. the LIS
s the Island's strongest infommal
backerand arms provider. AP

Orbital Breakthrough

time despite an unexpected engine

shutdown midflight on Monday

and deployed the first batch of new Starlink satellites. But the
miission was cul short snd ended with a controlled and fiery

touchdoswn in the Pacific. rrmrs

$60 bn worth of goods:
China, US to cut tariffs

Liz L
Betning, September 28

CHINAAND the Unlted States
have agreed to cut tanffs im-
posed on $60 billlon worth of
goods Imported from each
other, on an amay of products
ranging from US corn to cos-
metics, and from Chinese
houschold appliances o toys.

Under the US-China Board
of Trade, both couniries have
each recommeended 330 bilBon
of trade In non-sensitive poods
fior more favourable tanif treat-
ment. U5 Trade Representatiee
Jamdeson Greersaid ina state-
ment on Sunday:

For the United States, that
was "unlocking iImproved mar-
ket access” for about 30%0fUS
exparts o China, e sand.

Thie reciprocal il reduc-
Hon aswell 85 an extensionofa
Irade trooe were among the key
takeaways from the second
summit this year between

Prostdent X1 Jinping and Us
Prestident Donald Trump,
hosted In Washington last
week

Omne of twa lists from the
White House showed that
China planned to tfim dutles
on & vardety of US agriculiaral
modds Incheding corm, wiheat,
sorghum, meat, daliry, veg-
etableolls and meals. Itdid not
Inchade soyheans.

Betfing will alzo kook to re-
duce levieson US fish and sea-
foed, Iogs and wood products,
cosmetlcs and medical de-
wires.

In another st were Wash-
Ington's reciprocal tanif cuts
for Chinese =small appliances
such as coffee makers and
Loasters, tableware, blanket=
and bed tnens.

Thez stz also Inchuded toys,
fireworks, artificial fowers,
Christmas tree lamps and
other hollday decoratbons, and
children's carseats.  REUTERS

Airstrike near amarket
in Myanmar’s Rakhine
State kills 33 people

Associated Press
Bangiok, September 28

AN AIBSTRIFE carried out by
Myanmar's military near a
market In berritory controfled
Ty & powerful rebed gproup klled
at keast 23 people and wounded
Jbothers onMonday, the group
and a rescue official said.

Thi attzck Inwestern Rak-
hine state was the latest Ina
series of deadly atmstrikes agabnet
pro-democracy resistanoe fonoos
and ethnicarmed groups across
the country. Myanmarhasbeen
in turmodl since the military
seized power from the elecied
government of Aung San Sun
Eyton Febmuary 1, 2021, trigmer-
Ingwidespread opposition.

After security forces sup-
pressod peaceful protests with
lethal force, many opponents of
military rule took up arms,
planging larpe paris of the
couniry into conflict.

Monday'sattackocourred in
Eynoktaw township, about 340
kllometers west of Mandalay,
the country’s second-larmest

‘State on Monday. umees

city, acoording tio the Arakan
Army, a poseriul ethnic armed
groarp based in Rakhine which
controls Kyauktaw.

It said a fighter jet dropped
twey bomibe meear & local market
around noon, Kiling 33 people,
Including vendors, shoppers
and pedestrians.

The groap =ald 36 other
people were Infured. Wal Hun
Aung, asentor rescusolficial In
Rakhine, confirmed the casn-
alttes to The AP, citing resoue
workers &t the soone.

NY prosecutors reopen investigation into
alleged 2024 gang rape at Cornell University

LmAﬂgeIes September 28

NEW YORE state proseculors
have reopemed an investigation
Into an alleged 2024 pang mpe
at a Comell University frater-
nilty house, a district attomey
confirmed on Monday, after =
chvil lawvsuit Alad this month by
Lhe alleged vicim sparked re-
newed oulrage.

In a lengthy statement,
Tompldns County DNstrict Atior-
ney Matthew Van Hooten con-
firmed that his office wouald

presond the case agains sevenal-
leged perpetrators o 2 grand
Jury for a possible indictment.
He also sought o cxplain why
prosecutors did not porsue
criminal changes bwo years apo,
saylng that the lawsalls
allegations differed from the al-
leged victim's original acconnt
12024,

Thee woman, whin prosec-
tors have not named, gave a
statement i campus police at
the Hme, according to Van
Houoten, that “described her
dmiguse and seoual conduct as

voluntary, conscious and con-
sensual”

The alleged wictim'slawyer,
Thomas Gluffra, did not tm-
mediately o0& request
for comment. He told CHM Ina
statement that the police report
was "ot different”
from the civil lawsaits claims
and cntictzed thedistrict attor-
niy's Eofioe for not pursuing
a maore thorough Investigation
sooner, the network reported.

The lawsolt, fled agalnst
the seven Chi Phil fratermity
members, Cornell Undversity

and several other defendamts,

asseried that the woman, then
a 20-year-old student at Cor-
nell, was “plied with alcohol
amd dnugs to the potn of ntood-
cation’ by fraternity memibsers,
leaving her unable to consent
before she was sexually as-
saulted.

In astatement, & Cornell
spokesperson sald the school
supports Van Houten's dect-
slonand nobed that the chapter
af Chi PR invodved In the case
has remalned barred from
campus since 2024,

Reutars
Catro, September 28

OATARI MEDMATORS are
likely to hold separate talks
with Iranlan F Minkster
Abbas Araghchl in Mew York
and with the US side on Mon-
day or Tuesday, an official told
Renters, In a fresh push toend
Lz war.

The talks are expected to

Ilwa;nutmmmdhu:hrd:a:
who would represent the US
side tnithe talks with medlators.
Iran's sermi-offictal [SNA news
apency later confirmed that
Araghchl would meet the
mieciatorsin the U on Monday

Araghchi

morning. Mew York ime. The
taeo sides will “oamine the la-
Lest proposals and views re-
garding the cument sfuation,”
ISHA sdded.

Iran’s Forelgn Ministry spo-
kesperson Esmaet] Baghack
tokd state media later on Mon-
day that Araghchi's stay in New
‘York had not been extended
and that the forelgn minlsier
weoald retorn i Tehean accond-
Ing to his original schedule.

made no comment on
thee talks with mediabors.

Iran to Najaf flights resume,
seen as US sanctions waiver

Reulers
Cairo, September 28

TRACT AIRWAYS has resumed

. Irag had halted
ilights to and from Iran on Fri-
day, In e with US sanctbons.

Earller, Tromp's administra-

religious pilgrims between [ran
and Iraqg, a person with direct

kniwiedpe of the matter sakd.

Thiz source, whio 15 Invobed
in the deliberations, sald the LS
Treasury Depariment wabver
weoitld albowr Irag) Adreays o Oy
back and forthbetweon Iranand
thee Shit'1ie hoby city of Majal in
Iraq forone month, with & moe
permanent waiver foflowing.

The source sald the move
almed to case pressure on the
Iragl povernment of PM Al al-
Fa1d1, who has sought todecpen
theswith Washington while also
balancing a strong refationship
with [rag’s Inffuential netgh-
bour, Iran.

*BRIEFLY

UNITED STATES

FBI deputy chief Bailey to resign
afterjust over a year with agency

FRICO-DEPUTY Director Andrew
Bailey said on Monday he is resig-
ning his position, leaving the most
prominent US law enforcement
agency aftera litile morethana
year. Bailey, a Republican ally of
President Donald Trump who lefi
his job as Missouri attormey general
to join the FBIL, said he was leaving
toreturn Lo his family. Bailey, serv-
ing under FBI Dircctor Kash Patel,
helped overses election-related in-

ions and was prescnt carlier

vestigatio
thisyearwhen agents scized 2020 election ballots from
Georgia. “lam confident Director Patel will continue tore-
form thie FBI, combat violent crime, defend the homeland,
ensure strong organizational accountability, and restore
public trust in this institution of excellence,” Bailey wrole

on social media. REUTERS

BELGILIM ETHIOMA
EUseekstojoin  Pro-govtforces
Saudi missionto claim capture
protect RedSea  of Tigray town
THE EUROFEAN Union is ETHIOMAS MILITARY and
applying for “observer allied militiamen captured
status” inanew thestrategic town of
multinational maritime Alamata south of Tigray's
defence coalition bed by capital, a pro-govermment
Sandi Arabiaand formedte  militia said on Monday,
protect the kingdom's turming the tables afieran
cnergy exporis. The bloc's opposition offensive

top diplomat Kaja Kallas launched fromthe

made the announcement last week. Videoposted by
on Monday, sheadof a thie pro-government Tizral
mecting in Brussels of Peace Force onits Facchook
defence and foreign affairs page showed soldiers march-
ministers. The energy-hun-  ing through the streets, way-
gry EUis facing record ing Ethiopian Mags. Rewters
cnergy prices due to the couldniot immediatehy

warin [ran. AP

verifythevideo.  REUTERS

= THE FOP POWERHOUSE DEDICATED HER AWARD TO THE “ULTIMATE SHOWGIRL' — THE LATE DOLLY PARTON

Taylor Swift becomes most-awarded artistin MTV Vidco Music Awards history

Maria Sherman
New York, September 28

Taylor Swift broke records at
the 2026 MTV YVideo Music
Awards, a=she ts known o do.
The pop powerhouse re-
cetved the inaugural Artist -
rector Honors on Sunday nighi,
becoming the most-awarded
artist in VMA history.
Previously, she was tied
with Beyonioe for the ttle, with
J0VMAs each. The new award
Is meant bo recognize artists
“whose work behind the cam-
era has expanded the possthil-
Ities of musle video and &d-
vanced the art of wisual

storylelling.
“1 got to start making muslc

videos and belng a part of
music videos 20 years agn,”
Swiftsaid in herspeech, adding
that she’s been Involved In
making roughly &0 music vi-
deos, if ofwhich shewrote and
directed.

“You, the fans, make 1150
much fun,” she =ald. She also
ook home the top prize of the
night —Yideo ol the Year — for
The Fate of Ophelta from her
album The Life of a Showgtr_

Swilit dedicated that sward
o the “ulttmate showgtrl” the
late Dolly Parton.

“I think we were all very
hacky to share this planet with
Diplky Parton for a dme,” Swift
sald. Swift also debuted the
music video for her new song

Pattent Zero, during the award
show. She directed the visual,
which stars Coltn Farrell and
Dakota Johneon. Johnson and
Swiift portray mimor images of
each other.

Pattent e 1= also her first
single sinoe marrying Kansas
City Chiefs tght cnd Travis
Keloe at Madison Sgquoare
Gardenin.Juby.

The two-hoor show was
broadosst Bve on CRS from the
Peacock Theater In Los An-
geles. s mother, were the first
wonds utierod by Madonna as
she openad the WidAs with her
2026 single Bring Your Love
alongslde collaborator Sabrina

Carpenter. Later In the night,
thee patrwon the award for best

Taylor Swilt accepts the MTV VA Artist Director Honouwrs eward

collaboration for the somg.
“It’s heen a while simoe I did

one of these things,” Madonna

joked. 5o, I've prepared no-

thing.” When It came tme for
hier retum o the stage to acoepi
the awand for artist of the year,
Madonna began with, "First of

all, I would like to thank my
fingers because [ can abways
count on them.™ Returning a
third tme bo accept for best
dance, she said stmply, *1 came
altve on the dance floor. . We'ne
all equal on the dance Aoor™
If her aim was o bring the
dance floor o the award show
stage, Madonna did exactly
that In her opening mumiber —
and then some, when Charll
¥ emerged from achub bath-
repm W perform their re
worked version of Damceteria.
Aroond them? A trove of
dancers and varous famous
friends, Inchoding actor Det
Mazar, Sombrand.Julla Gamer.
There was always polng o
beablgrmusical tribate to Dolly

Eolkata

Parton. Kaooy pald
homage to the labe, great
country muslc lcon with 2
cover of Parton’s J WHLAlways
Love You.

Paron, whose soaring vi-
brato vocals, poignant song-
writingand sparkiing costumes
defined her rise from a log
cabin In the Tennessee moun-
tains to the height of stardom
and acclaim, died in Mashlle
of cancer tn At Shewas 8L

Performances arrived fast
and furtous: Baye delivered a
miccley of her throwback soul,
tnchuding I Wil Ohvercomte and
Wirere Is My Husbard!

Bruno Mars slowed things
downwith Damce With Me_Sha-
boozey launched into his =a-

loon single Cowgirl, before
betng joined by (Gunma for some
hybrid country-rap with thetr
crossover track, High Noow

If this years WilAs fielt too
pop-heavy for some viewers,
thatchanged when the coveted
Wideo Vangoard Award was
awarded o Nirvana.

“They were completehy
original and alwaysfeardessal &
ttme when the stahos quo kind
of got to the point of being fior-
mulaic” Poblic Enemy rapper
Chuck I =a1d of the grunge

greals.

The awand was presented o
surviving memibers Krist Nowo-
selic, Dave Grohl and Pal
Smear. Froniman Kort Cobaln
died tn 1994, AF
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BENCHMARK INDICES NEAR SIX-MONTH LOW

Markets plunge 1.6% as Trump
re]ects West Asia ceasefire plan

.Hi.r.rnba.r, Sep:mberl'.‘i‘

THE INDEAN stock markel shed
amother 1L6% on Monday, falling
1o 1ts loweest bewels in nearty st
manths, as high crode prices o
the wake of gloom in West Asla
led to heavy seliing pressure.
The benchmark indices had
mbled arownd 1.7% last
Thursdzy, which had bed Lo the
Indices extending thelr losing
nun o seven
BSE=Sensexcrashed 1 5% or
1,124.02 points on Monday to
e the sosstonat 72 771 72 Mifty
S o=t 1.6% to close s 23 TR
The fall wiped out nearly Bs @
Lakh cpore of imvestor wealth 1o
the process. "Bears remalned
firmby In control &= the market
breached a key psychological
support kevel, reflecting prowing
imvestor cantion amid deterio-
ralingglobal macmo conditions,
sald Vinod Matr, Head of re-

and gas, and metalswere among
theworst hit durtng the session,
all falling 1-2%.

As ol prices remalned a
thom, the Indian mupee fell olis
ot el Inower aweck befiore
reparted Intervenition by state-
ownied banks, lkehyonbehalfol
thi Feserve Bank of Indea (BRI,
stabilised the curmency a bit, ac-
cording to Renters. [teventualby
settled down 02% at 95.08
sralnst the dollar.

Trump rejects peace
proposal

O Saurday, US President
Donald Trump had rejected
Iran’s proposal of a T-day cease-
fitre, alongside plans o reopen
the critical Stralt of Hormuz
due to the latter asking “boo
many conoesslons” without
meeting iis terms, making the
hopes of 3 diplomatic resol-
uiion of the conflict bleaker.

However, Trump also told
news portal Axfos on Sunday
that he expected US negotl-
ators to engape Inmore talks
this week, keeping diplomatic
dioors open.

Desplie this, Tromp's refec-
thof of an immediate resohation

= India VIX inching up again
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led b0 crude prices shooting up
i over $108 per barrel on Mon-

day, cru=hing amy opiimism in
the Indian market. “Whenever
crude 15 abowe $100 2 harrel, it
creates 8 selling pressure in the
Indian market overtheshort-to-
medium tenm Theourment soen-
aro ks similar towhat we had
soen In the Arst couple of
maonthsof thewar,” sakd Kmanthi
Bathini, Eqully Siralegist,
WealthMills Securnities.

For context, India Is the

third-largest Importer of crade
oil globally, and higher crude
prices stoke fears of Inflation,
huring both corporate prowth
and the spending power of
COTISUITIETE.

‘The Indian market had re-
oovered a bit briefy durtng July
and Anpust as the conflict in
Wiest Asta had moderated a bit,
turning foous Wowards factors
lkecamings growih and macm-
economic condittons. This had
led to forelgn investors amilng

‘Keralam to double tourism
revenue, ease approvals’

ASTHE Comgress-led UTE gon-
ermment in Keralam completed
1000 days in office last month,
Tourtsm Mintster PC Vishou-
net buyers in the Indianmarket | nadh sakd Keralam s tarpeting
over those months. tovdouble tourtsm revenoe from
Hiwever, with the sitoation | around Rs 45000 crore last year
escalating agaim thismonth, for- | to Bs U000 crome within fve
elgninvesions have dumped $2.2 | wears. While domestictouristar-
hilbon of Indianshares sofarthis | rivals it an sli-ime high of 2.5
month, adding to the selling | crore in 2025, up 12.63% from
pressure. Furthermore, the | previousyear foreignamhalks re-
booming [PMmarket duringthe | matnbelow the pre-Condd peak
month has also aken Bguidity | of 1089 1akh 1t sew 8.2 lakh fior-
away from the secondary mar- | elan amivals In XS
kiet, analysts said. Speaking o Dheersj
4 i Mishra on the sidelines of the
Bond yields climb 13th Keralam Travel Mart, PG
Sfurther Vishnuonadh =akd Keralam 1=
Bond yields congtred thetr | seelng more Arab ourksts &s s
upward trajectory on Friday, | forelgn tourlst composition

with the L Treasury yielkds ris-
Ing abowe 5. 2% — the highest
levelsinoe 2004, Yiekdson bonds
from other global market=such
as the UK, Japan, and some
wther European natlons have

also been rising steadiby.
Inucltan bond yields have also
been moving in line, with the
yileld on the benchmark bond
rising to 718%during the session
— the highest stnoe April 024
Bond yields terd bo rise amid
fiears of fsing Inflation, which
leads o central bands hiking In-
berest rales. MALREPDRTON
WA INDUAMEYPRESS DOM

Safety, profitability top new A-I CEO’s agenda

ENS Economic Bureau the alrfling’s culture.
New Delhi, Seprember 28 “Everything wedo must be
safio. Safety 1s 8 shared

INCOMING AIR Indla chief
executve Tewolde Gobrema-
riam Usted safety, operational
reliability, and profitabilicy =
key priorities for the Tata
group airline’s nect phase of
growth. Addressing a com-
pany-wide townhall meeting
on Monday, Gebremartam told
thiz atriine’s emphoyees that Alr
India has made significant
progress sinoe lis retum to the
Tatagroupinearly 2022 while
emphasising that substantial
opporiunities remaln shead &5
the cammler continues In its pur-
suit o become a world-class
global sirtine and achleve prof-
Itabdlity. He also =akd that cost
discipline mazst become part of

TESpeO-
sibility, and every Alr Indian
has a role toplay. We muost con-
tinue ko foster & culture where
peopde are ermpowered (o spoak
. rakse concems and report 1s-
sues without hesttation,” sald
Gebremariam, who will take
over a5 Alr India’s CEO and MDD
once &l regulstony spprovals o
his sppolniment come in.

He sald safety would re-
main the alriine's foremaost pri-
ority and guiding principle,
and encouraged employoes 1o
remaln vigllant and proac-
thvely report anything they ob-
serve that could Impact oper-
ational safety. “If you =ee
something, say something.
Thesimonger our reparting cul-

Tewolde Gebremariam,
incoming Air india CEQ. rrmss

ture, the stronger our safely
culture,” he tobd stall
Gebremariam s taking
ower the relns at Adr India al a
crocial juncture for the alrline
— In the aftermath of the
deadly Al 171 crash In.June East

year and Intensifled scrotiny
of the carrier’s operational
safety, and amid external
headwinds ke the Pakistani
alrspace closure and surging
let fuel prices doe to geopolitl-
cal conffict In West Asta Oper-
auonally safety at Alr India 1s
again in fooos ol lowing ome of
15 pllods tested positive for
dinug use and another fElled an
alcohol breath analyser test
just before operating a flight.
Gebremariam oversaw ome
of aviation'’s most successful
long-term transformations,
torning Ethlopian Atrlines
Intova global siriineand the lar-
gest carrler In Africa, and
torned Addes Ababa Into a
mapor aviation hub.
PULL BEPORT ON
WWIAL INDIANC RS S COM

CorporatelTR
filingdeadline
extendedto
November 21

New Delhi: The Income Tax
Department on Monday ex-
tended the TR (Encome s re-
turn) filing deadline for cor-
porates for assessment year

changes. He =aid the govern-
ment s moving boghvethe sector
Imschustry stains, ease spprovals,
oiffer MEME-like benefits, and
seck more support from the
Centre. Edibed Exoerpis:

‘What is the government
doing to create new tourism
destinations in the state?
Wi are worklng on expan-
dirgrioorismibeyond iradEiona]
destinations. Keralambas mamy
uniapped places, pardoulady in
the northem part of the siate e
Munroe Island, Ashtammudi

100 new destinations over fwe
years. We will provide the basic
Infrastrscture and then enoomr-
agelnvestors bo come and twest.
In these areas. This expansion
will be done in s sustainableway:
Wie are sctually tabdmg the sup-
port of the local commundty.
Thisresponsible tourksm intat-
Ivie was started from Eumara-
kom (inKotmam). Withthisin-

Itatihve, the kocalsare gettingfobes | |

and the market 1s Improving.

A026-I7 vl November 21, from | Some of these new locations ane

October 31 Alalapurrha in Kozhikode, Kun
The due date for tax audit | dara, Punnathur, Parawretc.

report submission has been ox- Some of the destinations are

tended from September 300 | overcrowded. We will soon con

October 21 ducta carmying capacity stucy of
“Aocordingly, the speciiied | Munnar, Alleppey ete. Itis 1m-

date’ for furnishing of the re- | portant because our places are

port of aundit under the provl- | eoologicaly very fmagle.

slons of the Income-1ax Act,

1961 for Assessment Year 2026~ | The Centre aims to raise the

27, Im thee case of such share of tourism in national

stands extended to 2ist Oc- | GDP o 10°% by 2030, Is

tober, 2026, it added. FTI Heralam's growth in ine

., EXPRESS
INCIVICW

FE'H'IH-IM
| BERAL AM TOLIESM MINISTER |

with this?

Last year, Kemalam recelved
arcund Bs 45,000 crore from
tonrrisen. Char tanget 15 to doable
thi= within fwve years to Bs
000 croreordosein Bs1 lakh
crore. Tourism had reached 8
peak pust before Covid-19, but
there wasadipafteraards. Mow,
the secior s pradually plcldng up
again. Thedomestic lourdsts re-
corded an Increase of over 12%
I 2025, companed Lo A024_Stmi-
larty, foretgn armivals also re-
corded an Increase of over 119
during theperiod. However, Itis
yei to reach pre-pandemic
bevels. We are akso poshing for
crulse tourisme Al the major and
minor ports lke Vizhinjam,
Fochi, Kollam, Beypore, and Az-
hildal will be connecied.

What is the foreizn tourist
composition in Keralam®
Hasthere been any change
over the yearsT

Y=, there has been achange.
Earlier, UK, US, Germamy and
Franee used to be the top four
counkries In termns of foreign ar-
rivals in Keralam. Mow, whilethe
UK and the US rematn In thelr
position, Oman s the third
country, which contributed to

7% of foretgn toutists. That ks
wity wee are starting to foous on
thiz Arab markel [ atended the
Arablan ravel market recentlhy
and our BZB roadshow was a
sucoess. We organloed an Indo-
Arabconniect with Arablan tour
operatons last month.

Wi are also developing mow
products such &S morsoon L
tsm. W are also trylng other
markets such as Ausiralla, Ma-
Eaysla, and Singapore.

What is being done to make
it easier for investors to set
up tourism projects?
Therewasalong-pending de-
mand o doclane tourtsm &n in-

and theinter-depastmental pro-
ciess ks mow umder way. We will
announce Indusiry status for
tourism before October 100 At

present, ohiaining permissions

from different departmenissech

a5 local body, indhstry, urban de-
&, raral devel

and CRZ (Coastal Regulation

Lone}Helated mpescan ket

ar Lthres years.

Another Important 1ssue ks
single-window clearance. Al
present, the single-window
mechanism s avallable for
MEME=, but not spectfically fo
tourism. We are examining the
benefits mvallable toMSMEs and
Howill beextended totoursm in-
wesiors a5 well. W are also book-
Ing at 1ssues such as ebectricity
terff=ubsidies and Interest sup-
porton koans.

The correspordent was in
Kirrlarm ai the trevite of the state’s
tonrism depariment.
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Goyal-Greer meet to push
India-US interim trade deal

Alboom: Mandaviya calls
for continuous reskilling

ENS Economic Bureau
New Defilrl, September 28

COMMERCE AND Industry
Minister Pryush Goyal will hold
talks with US Trade Bepresen-
tative (USTR} Jamieson Greer
later this week to push negoti-
allons towards an Interim
Indiz-US trade deal, as the two
sides seck to advance the
broader Bilateral Trade Agroo-
ment (BTA) In linewith their
Febmuary 7 joint statement.
Goyal will travel to the LIS
from September 29 to October
5 and meet Greer on the skde-
lines of the G20 Trade Min-
tsters’ Meeting In Milwankee,

UAE signalsintent
to invest additional
$25billioninIndia

New Delhi: The UAE has sig-
nalled &5 Inkent to krvest an ad-
ditional $25hillionin Indiza inthe
near fukre as the two counitries
seck Lo deepen Investment Hes
and expand the use of bzl cur-
rencles In blateral trade, Com-
merce and Induostry Minkster
PiyushiGoyal sakd on Monday.
The UAE has already In-
vested ahont 535 billion in India
and 15 the country's seventh-

Wisconsin. The G20 Trade larpestsourceof forelgn direct
Minksteral willbe heldonSep-  Imeestment. Goyal sasd the pro-
tember 30 and October 1. The  posed Investment could take
mectng comes a5 Mew Delhl  the UAE'S todal inmvestments In
and Washington work to re-  India to 250 billion in the near
solveouistanding Esuesand - term, with aneventual target of
nalise the Interim component 300 bilon. FE
of the proposed BTA
The February 7 jolnt stale-
ment had lzkd oot the frame-  cate arubes-based, open, Inchos-
work for nepotations, Inclod-  Ive, transparent. equitahle and
Ing work towards an Interim  non-discriminatory multilat-
trade agreement a5 part ofthe  eral trading system, with the
broader bilateral deal. World Trade Organisation
oyad will aleo hold bilateral (WY at s core. It also stresses
meetings with trade ministers  the need o adequate
from other G20 members. policy space for developing
Atthe G20, Iz will adwo-  countries. FE

Press Trust of India larly as new technologles re-
New Detht, September 28 shape the world of work, a CIl
statement sald
LNION MINISTER Mansokh alsn
Mandaviya on Monday kigh-  the role of the four Labour
Iighted the transformattve po-  Codes In creating a modern,
tentzlof Al andemeorging tech-  pro-growth framework while
nologles and stressed the need. stmphifying compliance for in- |
forcontinuous reskiliinganda  dustry and strengthening pro-
future-ready Indusirial rela-  teciions forworkers.
Hons system that balanoes pro- The mintster emphasised
ductivity with workers' skills, the Importance of expanding
safiety and participation. soclal security coverage and
The Unton Labour & Em-  bullding an inchistve laboar
Minister was speak- that reaches workers
Ingz at National Conferenceon  acnoss the formal and unorgan-
Induostrial Belations and La-  ised sectors.
bowr, organtsed by CIL Mandaviya called upon the
Hecalled for meaningfulzs-  governanent, Industry, workens |
clal dialogue between em-  andotherstakehobders owork
ployers and workers, particu-  together FTI
* MARKETS |
v | & ®
Goldv | USDollar- |
sensex NIETY 747980 | 9599
7277172 | 2278025 g |
112402| 36025 | @ | &
1.52% -1.56% 7223053 | $12086

RIOTE: CaOR D, SAWFR RETES A5 PER INDUR BLILLEDS AND IPWTLLERS, AESOCUITION DT
00D PER: B0, SHWER PER G, CRLUDE (L (IMEEAMN SASIET ) AS OF SEPTEMBER 15, MG

IEnergy diversification shielded India
from global supply shocks, says Puri

ENS Economic Bureau
Kolkata, September 28

INDIASPLUEH over several vears
o diversify energy supplics, ex-
pand refining capacity and
sirengthen Infrastrciure and
storage helped shield domestic
consumers from shortages de-
spilke mapor dismupaions o global
emergy Dows, Undon Petroloom
and Manoral Gas Minister Har-
dieepSingh Pur sald on Momday.

Speaking at the cortaln-

ralser for India Energy Weck
(TEW) 2027 In Kindkata, Purd sabkd
recent global disruptions had
underscored the need o build
restlienoe into the enengy system
well before & crists erupts. De-
splle pressure on inlemational
eneney fliows, the disruptionsdid
ok translate Into shortages for
Indian houscholds, hesatd.
“Thiebessom 15 simple: cnenmy
resilienoets not bulltwhena ori-
sis arrihves; 1t ks boili before the
cristsamrives, Purlsatd, pointing

o mieEsures incheding diverss-
fied supplies, stronger Infra-
stmucture and expansion of
piped natural gas.

Theminister sabd India was
Increzsingly moving from
being merely a large energy
consumer to playing a larger
role in shaping the global
energy conversation. “We are
demonstrating that growth,
energy securty and decarbon-
Isailon can advanos together.”
he =zid. FE
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NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No.: JOA/EE (PHE-1)/08/2026-27
Oriline Bids are invited wp-to 600 PM of 21.90.2026 for "Previding,
Laying amd Jointing of Trunk Main Lines along with Manhodes (part 2)
for Sewerage Work in Ward &5, &6, &7, Bhankmota and Surroanding
nearby areas including road restoration im &ll respect, under EE
(PHE-I}, JDA, Jaipur” Estimated cost of Rs. 286,03 Lakh, The lasi
date fior Applying Bed and making online payment an JUA potal is up-
to &:00 PM ool 21102036, Details may be seen in the Bidding
Decumend atour office or the Stale Public Frocurement Portal website
wiww sppp. rajasthan gov.in, www eproc rajasihan govin and
wnw. jda.rajasthan.govin.
UBN Na. ; JOAZE2TWLOBODE2S
To participate in the bid, biddeshas to be -
1. Registered on JOA websiie wew jda_rajasthan gov.in far
particapating in the Bad, the Bidder has to apply for the Bid and pay the
Bidding Dacwment Fee, HI15L Processing Fee and Bid Security Deposil
orline orily.
2. Registered on e-Procurement Portal of Government of Rajasthan
www, Eproc. rajasthan,gov.in fos anfine e-Bid submission

mru—mnﬁ:mmm-mimmmmmﬂgm

Mame of the works: Spoc Mo TET COMST Il-o-02/2026 27 - Ercction ol
Lotd: Frnd ot sirimging on existing 1326V DOSC line (30 Km) from
Buddampady Tellandu 55 with connecied Bays in Khammam Destrict and Lob-l:
Z3EN Teatures at SD0E 20V 55 Asupaka in Bhadradri Kothagudemn DISCrsc.
Speer NoTET-COONST-IH-e-03/MIP6- 77 « Ercciion of Lotd: Ind ciroult stringing
o Eictivgg 132EN DeCF5C line Troam 13233 KV 55 Ayvaganipally o 13233 KV
55 Nelliiosdun [EEEM) with commnected bays in Mahabubabad District ared
List-ll= 2red Cincusit sEringing on cxisting 132335 55 Kamalapur to 132336
55 NV Puram line [5.2KM] with omnected bays in Milugu District.
SpiL NOTET-CONST-Il-&-D4BIP6- 27 Erdction of Lat-1: i) 2nd Circuit stringing
{152 Km) on exlsting 132KV ladiors - Kotaginl DO/SC Bee with connieschod
mmmmmmnmnmmﬂjm&smmm
Eamarcddy district on Tumley basis. Spec No TET-CONST-1-&-052006- 27
Erocthon of Lst-10 i) 133 W DCYSC line (S50 ) froen LILO: iscation of 137 KV 55
Sircilla Yellaroddypet - Domakonds o 13233 KV 55 Yollseddypet i) 2ra
IOkt seringing {909 Km ) froon LILD locaton of 133 KV Sincila-yelaredypet-
Domskonda to 230132 KV 55 Sindila @) Erection of 132 EW DC/SC
Wi [ 1K) froen Lo Nio:53 of Existirg 132 KV Yellareddypet - Domabaesda
B i Loc Nioe 72 of esisting 152 KV Kasmareddy-Chippalapally DC%C Ene
and vl Zrad Oirowit siringieg (136 Em) ftrom Lo Moc72 of
existing 132 KV Kamareddy Chippalapalll DL/SC line bo 13233 KW
5 Chippalepally with 3 Mos conmesched 13XV Bays, im Srcills Discrict ared
Lotll: 2 Mos 133 KW boys at 137 KW 55 Eamanpur on bwemkey basis in
Peddapall District on Turnkesy Basik. Maote: Furtbeer details com bbb sesn

mnmﬂ 23396000,

| Extn: 3242,3396, 3407, 3351, 3335 FAN Mo, 04073336171,
54,
PP R N BT T T Chief Engimesr Constructios il

.u..u'f"i‘-‘.';.ﬁ'.f‘“”""’ sfteed sl g1 Execulive Engineer (PHE-1)
(e __;' Pty TESES l.ll'.ml‘.!Ex JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT ALITHGHIT‘I"

. Jawahar Lal Hehoa Marg, Jaip

Wa.: JOAEE[PHE-] TR D-

NOTICE INVITING BID

HIB No.: JDA'EE (PHE-1)/07/2026-27

Opline Bids are invited up-to 6:00 PM af 21.10.2026 for *Providing,
Laying and Jointing of Trunk Main Lines along with Manhobes (part
1) for Sewerage Work in Ward 85, 86, &7, Bhankrota and Surrounding
nearby areas including road restoration im &l respect, under EE
(PHE-I), JOA, Jaipur, Estimated cost of Rs. 465992 Lacs. The last
date for Apalying Bid and making online payment an J0A portal 18 up-
o &00 PM of 21102036, Details may be seen in the Bidding
Document at our office or the State Public Procurement Portal
website www. sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, wwe.eproc. rajazthan.govin
ard www, jda, rajasthan. gov. in,
UBM Mo, - JOAZEITWLOBDOZ24
To parlicipalein ibe bid, bidder has 16 be -
1. Registered on JOA website www,jda.rajasthan. gov.in for
participating in the Bid, the Bdder has 1o 2opdy for the Bad and pay the
Bidding Dacument Fee, RISL Processing Fae and Bid Security Depasit
online caly.
2, Registered on e-Procurement Partal of Gosemiment al Rajasthan

WHEW, eproe rajasthan.gov.in for anéne e-Bid submission.

[ated : 33.00. 5026

GOVT. OF ODISHA
:' DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES ,. i
= (Jiffice of the Additional Chiel Engineer

F00 18T

AT AT Vansadhara Nagabali Basin, Paralakhemundi
{eamtil T2 = Sicplodia valebi Clm) 1. Type of Warks:-
g- Fracurtmenl Malice Mo, ACKVNE-DaTEZ-2T
_rn-pc.:r--h ~ [Road & 1ocd prosoctn st
ERrEHT o [acies | i e

'I-I" Uipax:

- | TN laiie i B 30002 lakin

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

2 Total Mo. of Works: - Dee (1) Mo

3. Estimated Coxi=- J05.88 Lakh

4. Periad of CompletSon:- Fight (£} Calendar Mongs
5. Class of Combractor:- "X & "R Clasx

POTTERU IRRIGATION PROJECT, BALIMELA
e-mail 1d: coepotteral 2346 gmail.com

e-Procurement Motice Mo.- CCE-PIP-BML-11/2026-27
Improvement warks.

4 Rl et wmes Ko

= A IEVRIE BRI A YRR -NI-T
ALTYHINTID- DADY-T0, A TRV -1 LT
AATETYHIWR D060 IT

(MBcer

[ Procoremend

Tiid Tdentification Mo Bid Amount
iits. In Lakh)

E

B ] W

LR - A000 1 D8 1 - I O

Al smal et Fspmcor
Vamzsdhars Supssal Exnn

OIFR-3200L 30050 1 26-2 T0 IS

5 |Ponad of complawn B . “Toam ¥
& nabraimion of b orilwe| - | P 1100 AR of 1105008 i 5,00 P of 25 10 308, Engineer, Polters THIWHIRG- 37 1o 1L 10026300 500 B M.
T | ke ol {hpeaimg of Techaical ik [T 1050 @ 1100 AM. m e DA e ASSBoeal (R BapieoT, Ierigation Project,
- Nanatun bars fuen Sralacomend Halimels, Malkangini
T et el e Duie of opesing of the Tender § Bid: - 12 HENIG o 11.00 A M

Furiber delsils can be seen fom the Govl Websile wwow tendersedisha.govin

Chicl Constructiss Enginecr
Foltern Irrigation Project,

Eolkata
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UP rain: When
two weather
systems interact

Abhinaw Chakraborty
New Delinl, Seplember 28

AN INTENSE three-day wet spell tin Uttar Pradesh between
Friday and Sunday beft several districes with a food-
like situation. The stake recetved 66.5 mm of ralnfall agatnst
the nommal 76 mm for the period, according toofficlals.

Az many as 56 of the state’s 75 districts recorded excesstve
rainfall At least 62 people died, 46 were Infured, and over a
thousand houses weredamaged. According bo the India Me-
teombogrical Departmient (IMIY, the “kely intersction™ of
two different weather systems — a deepdepresslonand a
Western Disturbance (W — was producing spells of Intense
rainfall over pariboular areas, even &s the southwest monsoon
continoes iowithdraw scroes north and northwestern India

Deep depression

Thee IMID noted that a deep depression, which had formed
oot the Bay of Bengal and crossed the Month Andhra
Pradesh-South Odisha cosst before weakening, lay centred
over parts of norh-eastern Madhya Pradesh and south-cast-
e Uttar Pradesh.

A depression ks an onganised kow-pressune weather sys-
tem. A low-pressure system formes in an arca where stmos-
pheric pressure i lower than the surmounding areas. This
loweer pressure 15 caxsad by localised heating Inan area
owing ko greater sunshine over the landmass, which causes
the alr there to underpo warming and beoomes less dense.

At the same time, thiswarm, modst alr fows inwards Eo-
wards the contre of the low-
pressure area before moving
upwards. Thereafter, It cools
- and condenses into clouds and
== T2l OF STHW.

LBy
gl

in Kanpur. /m
area. It was lkely tocontime
micving nthe same direction scross Litar Pradesh.

Western Disiurbance

The IMI on Saturday had said that a “likely Inberaction”™
with a W could result In the state experencing stromg musty
surfzce winds along with heavy to very heavy rainfall in
SO [ATis.

W= refer to weather systoms that usualby travel into north-
e India from the west. These aneeast-moving rain-bearing
wind systems that originate beyond Afghanistan and Iran, and
plick up modstore from the Mediemanean 5ea, Black Sea, Cas-
plan Sea, and the Armbian Sea. These are typlcally exira-tropl-
cal cyclones resubiing from low-pressuneancas, formed by In-
teractions between polar and tropécal winds.

The subtropical westerdy jet stream — 2 high-altitude,
fast-moving alr current that fows from west to east in the
Earth's atmosphere — cardes these Ws to the Himalayan
and Tibetan hightands. As motsture-laden W= hit the Hi-
malzyas, they rise and cool, bringing cloudy weather, rain,
and thunderstorms, particulary cver pamts of noth and
northwes] India.

T IMID said that this W= present high up in the
atmosphere 85 3 trough — an elongated zone of relatvedy
lwer pressure — over northwestemn India.
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e HEALTH

Tear, not block: Heart
risk for women under 50

FOR LOMG, wormen were thought to be at a
bow ri=k of heart attacks in thelr younger
years conskdering the female hormone es-
tropen helps keepblood vessels exdble and
reduces Inflammation. [Ewas only after
menopause, charactertsed by bow levels of
estromen, that awoman's sk ol heart attack
and cardiovascular discases was 520 a5
oqual o men. Hvwsever, &= younger and ap-
parenthy At women in thetr 30s and 40s are
Increasingly reporting heart attackswithout
amy risk factors ke cholestern], blood sugar
or srmoking, & new condition has caught the
attention of researchers ghobally.

This i the Spomitancous Coronany Artery
[Dissection (SCALDY, a hidden, sudden bype
of heant altack cansed by a sponianeoustear
or brwlse Inside a cardlac artery. In a nommal
heant sttack, a chodesterod-rich plague Ina
Tt arteryuswalby rapiures o erodies, caus-
inga blood clot that obstructsblood o

“Instead of the anery being blocked by
slow-growing cholesterod or fat, the wall of
the blood vessel unexpectadly splits, trap-
ping blood inside the Bning and blocking the
flow of oxygen bo the heart. The artery Is
squeesed,” says D Rafiv Gulad, Chatrofithe

Divisionofinterventional Cardiology inthe
Department of Cardiovascular Medicinie,
Mayo Chndc, whio has been specialising In
women's heart health.

Thee American Hiean Assoclation’s 2026
selentific staterment on Aoule CORDArY Y-
dromizs In premenopansal women high-
h.ghESCADasan under-recognised prob-

*Young women account for
a;:lpmnrmtelyr B0-00%: of SCAD cases.
Among women under 50 who have a hean
attack, SCAD may account for 25 many as
one-thind of cases, ™ says Dir Amibuj Boy, Pro-
fessor of Cardiology, ATIMS, Dielht.

‘Why does SCAD disproportionately
affect younger women?

The Incidence Inwomen suggesisa hor-
monal ink, though 1t 15 still belng stadied.
Dr Gulat! has cheerved that abont 51006 of
all SCAD cames occur after prognancy, bypd-
cally in the first week postparium. “There
are, of course, major hommonal changes at
this tme, which Ikely canse fragility of the
coronany vessel wall in asmall proportionof

Top cardiologists explain why
Spontaneous Coronary Artery

Dissection (SCAD) can trigger heart
attacks and what patients must know

FEATURE TRADITIOMALHEART ATTACK SCAD
ety g Phasiyiee rupsture: Buibdup of fatty cholesterol, Artery wall ear [ematoma: A tear
mechanism plague niptures, causing & blood clot that blocks inside the ameny wall or bleeding creates a false
thee arteny. lumen/blister that compresses the channel
Frimary More common inolder adults and men, thouwgh Predominanithy affects women (zbout 90% of cases),
demopraphbcs | posi-menopesusal women slso experience specifically yourg- to meddle-aged women (average
bigh rates. aged4-53)
Tradithonal linked to high blood pressure, high Patients are often heakby, active individuals lacking
risk factors chodestenol, diabetes, smoking, and obesity. traditional candiovascular sk factors.
Haorrmeisl & Mot directly tied to acwte hormonal shifts I requenthy linked to pregnancy, the postparium period,
lif e trigpgeds Of pregnancy cycles. menopatse, harmonal therapy, or extreme
emotsonaliphysical siress.
womenwhoane susceptible.” hesays. Dr Roy ol theseangioeraphicpatterns i therefore,  tents In the hospital ™ ssys DrGolag.
has seen that more than A% of prognancy- crucial a5 treatment differs from conven- Drmug treatment abso differs. “Beta-
assodated SCADMnome large study sedios oc- tional therapy.” blockers are usad, particularly for blood-
ourmed - moabcommondy inthe pressureooninl, and observational ovidence
fimstweek. “Pregnancy-associaled casescan ‘What are the strongest known suppest= they may reduce recumence. Statins
also be more sovere, with greater hkelihood trigmers or associations? are not automatically reguined after SCAD
of multiple-wessel irvobroment,” he says. Dir Gulatl, who has tracked muliiple  unbess there 1s another indication such as

But most SCAD cases are unrelated to SCADrescarch reglsifies ofthousandsofpa-  high chobesterol or coexdsting atheroscleno-
pregnancy, wikich, both experts agree, sug- tents, lists the trigeers as Intense physical — sis. Antiplatelet treatment {a kind of blood
ets 3 hormonal link. “Estrogen and pro- exertion, emotionsl stress, pregnancy, hor-  thinner) inpatienits who have not recefved a
gesterone can Influence Hesues and the mnal changesor vascularcon-  stent remainsuncertain,” says DrRiog.
siructure of blosd vessels, though they dmtons. Dir Roy has found oneofthestrong- The ultimate goal 15 to move beyond
themsehves cannot cause SCALL™ says Dir o=t assoclations. “That is fibromuscular  reaingSCAD afer itocours. Dr Boy empha-
Roy: Stnoeboth inflsenoe the celolar matrix dysplasia (FMIR, a non-athercsclerotic(ne sises identifying the vulnerable artery and
ol blood vessels, thedr high or fluctuating plaque) disorder affectingmediom-steedar-  patient before the st event happens. ~That
levels can lead to thebreakdown of collagen terfos, keading to narrowing and bulging.  1s where genetics, vascular Imaging and
inthe afery walls. (ther vascular abnormalities, Inchuding  large International SCAD patient reglstrics

Missed ancurysmsand iearselsewhere inthebody,  may eventually takeus,” he says.
How often is SCAD missed or p = are also more commaon In SCAD patienis.
dlﬂg[mls Possible Immediate irfiggers Inchude ex-  What is the risk of another SCAD?

The condition s often under-recopnl- SInce younger tremne physical exertion, heavy Nitdng or Pecurrenos can ooour, Inchuding years
sed. “The difficulty ks that the patient often straining, and severeemotional stress. Up  later. "Ulderserieshave reporied recumence
dipes not resemible a traditional plcture of WIOMERN 3re Not to about two-thirds of patlents Insome  rates of approcdmately 10-305% with longer
somebodyat riskofa hear attack —shemay  SENETAlly SPEN3S oo ee ronort a preceding physical oremo-  follow-up, while a 13rpe contemporany co-
be relatively young, active andwithoutcar-  lkelytosulfer  vonal stressor. Emotional trigpers appear  hart reporied recurmence of about 2.4% at
diac risk factors Hke diabetes, smokdng or from heart more frequent In women and phystcal  threeyears. Having SCAD does not mean a
high cholesterol and thus may poundlap- attacks, the trigpers iInmen,” says D Boy. person should stop exercising. Cardiac re-
niosed,” says Dr Boy. condition ks often habilmation and regular moderate physical

The symiptoms, however, are usually ande Hiow to treat SCAD? activity areencouraged. Moderate acrobic
quite similar to-a heart attack. “Chest dis- rdiagnosed. The tregtment differs from a comven-  activity and resistance exercise with Hght
comiiort ocours In more than 0% of pa- - thonal heart attack. "Il there s complete wetghis and more repetitions are generally
tents, and there are eventually classical SCADtrigzers bleckare in 8 major coronary artery, the  reasonable. What we generally discourage
ECG {electrocandiopram) changes and rise inchude int vessel should be opened by anmoplasty/bal- — are extremes — very heavy lfting with
I cardiac bdomarkers suppesting a heart at- loom o restoreblood fowand preventheant  straining, exercising o exhaustion amnd ox-
tack ™ His message for health professionals. EXETUONLSIESS.  myorje damape. We may choose toavold — treme endirance exerctse,” says Dr Roy.
1s simple: “Do not ignore siendficant chest PrEgmainCY, placing a stent as this can In some clrowm- Pregnancy after SCAD regoines indbrid-
painin a younger woman merely becanse hormon:l stances extend the tear, but thisis con-  uwalised counselling. “Many women have
her comenitional cardeovascular risk s kow, changes or siiered ona casoby casebests WSCADMdoes subsequently had uncomplicated preg-
partioularty during pregnancy or after de- undetiying notcause acompleteblockape, then angio-  nancies, bt recumence can ocour, patio-
Itvery. SCAT can also be missed during cor- L plasty{and isrsks) canbeavoldedbecause  larly postpartum. Women contemplaiing
onary anglography becanse the commonest . the vessel will eal Inmost cases. There lsa pregnancy should kdeally undergo assess-

fiorm may appearasa long. smooth narmows-

g rather thamn an obwvious iear AWIrcTess S ——

15%: risk of worsening of SCAD In the first
by diys, S0 we recommicnsd observing pa-

menl jointhy by a cardinlogist and matemal-
fetal medicine spocialist.” says Dr Roy.

® ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

US to Australia, what recent Al agent

Anagha layakumar
New Dethi, September 28

DAYS AFTER OpendAl disclosed that an ar-
tfictalintelipence {Al} apent developed by
it gatmved nnauthorised socess to an Austra-
Han povernment website, the company
sak It had alerted “domens” of global Instl-
bations after several of Its agents attempied
Lo @oress of Interfere with thetr websites.

These agents sought information from
“povernments, wuniversitles, public

| agencles, and other institutions™, incloding

in the LS. Thewebsiies Inchided that of the
U Securtes and Exchange Commission
(SEC) and the Census Bureau, among
others.

The Aunstralian Incident ionvobred an
OpenAl agent continuing i pursns a re-
search task after encountering an access
barrier. Officials said therewas no evidence
that personal Medicare Information had
beenaccessad.

Althoogh these Incidents differ In how
they unfolded, what happens when an Al
gk 1s given a goal, encounters & boand-
ary. and conbinues rying to complete the

lask amyway?
How the incidents played out

On September 20, Openil disclosed
that ome of its agents had used the Domalin
Name System {DMNE) o communicate with
an external chatbot despite being mn in-
shie a restricted emdonment. The NS s
likee a phone book for theweh, which trans-
lates human-readable webstte names Into
machine-readable P addresses. Opendl
sald its mondtoring system Aagged the be-
haviour within 15 minutes, 2 homan re-
viewer began looking at it three minutes
later, and the run was eventuslly stopped.

The saquence then moved to the Auos-
traltan dischosure on September 23, when
offtcials=aid an OpenAl research agent had
aroessad the Medicare stattstics portal after
itryingz alternative routes when blocked.

On September 25, OpenAl disclosed
that someof tis Al agents had gone beyond
thetr spectfled tasks — fnding “anthorl-
tattwe sources of pubiic iInformation”™ — and
worked to bypass socurity measures on
websites. Information accessed from the
SEC was later published by Al apents ona

Onestep
too many

® Across these inci-
defits, sgents went
beyond the imimesdi-
atetask o expected
route indifferent
Wy,

& They contirued
affter acoess was
denied, found alter-
e routes, wsed
toals inundnbended
ways, of moved data
somewhere it was
ok supposed togo.

incidents have in common

sieparate webslte, anoutcome Opend ] said
was unintended.

In a separate disclosure the same day,
OpenAl admitied that 1= agents had leaked
53 tmages from ChatGPT users to third-
party websttes. Whike the company did maot
disclose whether the Images were Al-gen-
erated or identtfied real people, 1t said that
im &l such instances, the user had opted 1n
tov allow OpenAl totrain models using thelr
data. OpenAl sald most of the leaked
images had since been removed, and that
It was asking hosting providers to take
dorwn the rest

‘Persistence past a refusal”

Across these Incldents, agents went
beyond the immediate task or expected
rouke n dafferomt wenys: contining afier sc-
cess was dended, Anding allemattve routes,
using tooksin unintended ways, ormoving
datasomewhere It was not supposed o po.

DirChetan Arora, senbor laclurer insoft-
ware enginecring at Monash University,
=akd compandes neod to monitor what an
agent doeswhile carmying oul atask, rather
than onty keoking at ii= final oatpat.

“Thiz clearest kesson from Medicare 1s
that the system should have treated “was
dented access, then tried a different way
apain’ &sa red flag, not rootine backgroand
niodse,” Arora bold The Indlan Express.
“Most monttoring today watches for big,
obwvious splkes. 11 should be watching for
that specific pattern Instead: persistence
past & refusal ™

Simply put, this means monioring for
the polnt at which an apent stops treating
a denial &= a boundary and staris treating
It &= an obstacle to work around.

He =akd there ts also 3 shower-moving
problem: an agent s remit, or the scope of
Its task, can gradually cxpand as it 15 oon-
nected to more systems and ghven greater
freedom, without any sSingle chanpge ap-
pearing serious enough o lrigger scm-
Hrmy.

Monforing becomes harder when sev-
eral agents can communicate or divide
work between themselves, Arora sald.
Polnting to the Hugging Faoe Incident in

July. he satd potentially concemding behay-
louwr may only become apparent when
apents are viewod 252 group.

* GEOPOLITICS

Iran’sdcal, Trump’s rejection, and the (Iulf ~ mountmg costs: Inside the stalemate

om the nuclear question.
If these sound famillar, that's because

EXPERT EXPLAINS
BasHir A1 ABpas

SENIOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, COUNCIL FOR
STRATEGIC AMD DEFENSE RESEARCH

Us PRESIDENT Donald Trump said last
week that he had rejected the deal Iran of-
fered toerd the war.

The proposod peace deal would have
required the LS towalve zanctionson [ra-
nian oll, release an estimated $12 billlon of
Iran’s frozen assels and end iis naval
blockade, and for Israe] bocease IS war ln
Lebanon, following which Iran would
open up the Stralt of Hommuz on Day 7
This would, theoretically, clear the path
for broader peace negotiations, Inchuding

theey are. These berms are strajght out of the
June peace framework (Memorandom of
Agreement), onby with a faster proposed
pace of Implementation. Iran tssued the
proposal after the US iImposed sanctions on
it= atr transport and tghtened s soonomic
sanctions since August.

Trmmp has akso sald that the looming
Congressional midierm ebections would
have no beartng ondhis Iran stratemy.

Iran’s pasition

(e of the maln reasons for the Moll's
codlapse inJuby lay Inone of 1ts provisions.
Article 5 gave Iran and Oman the long-term
power o jolnthy control transit throwgh the
Straltof Homanz

The US, InIran'sview, undermined this
by attempting to force 8 new corridaor
through the Stralt’s southern waters In
carly July. Iran would foel that a “win®™ on
this speciiicisane woukd reflect s ability to
force US compliance with the June Moll

A billboard featuring the late Ayatollsh Al Khamenei and leadiers of Hezbollishiin Tehran. &

that was seen by many 8= & sirategic win,
ensure 4 better negotiation position for
long-term nuchear talks and, uitimatedy,
curb American “arrogance”, a long-rn-
ning gral.

U8 position {through Iran’s lens)

The current American stand con-
tinues to be determined by the Trump
White House's need 1o undercut the
strength of the Iranlan bargalning post-

thon, regardless of the objective of such a
position.

The L5 says ts navy has helped maore
than 2000 tankers transport more than
one billion barrels of crode sinoe May. Bt
this s sl much lower than the pre-war
flovars, reviealing the hmits of the approach.

For Iran, 1t ks this latier statistic a= well
asthe cost of keeping up the bleckade that
must be driven home to Washington.

The Gulf nations

Tehran has arguably alresdy driven
such lessons home: to is Arsb neighbours
acroes the Persian Gulf, which continue to
strugple with the March war's fallour.

International Encrgy Agency cstimates
sugpestcostisupwandsof S50 5 Ron torepalr
over {damaged enengy facilittes in the Galf
states, while the Internattonal Monetany
Fund estimatesa 7% comuokatve-oatpot kes
o e nesdt fwe years (all ofwhich sssumes
no future damage from strikes).

Moreover, any reconsiraction can take
place only once there Is &nend In sight to

Eolkata

the coniflict. This1s not the case in the Gulf,
especially because of Washingion's own
ambimuity over whether and when it wall
resume bombing Iran. Tehran's clarty in
sirategy, by contrast, enhances this threat.

[nanycase, both Irenianand American
strikes on ol tankers contine tn Hormoe.
Thiz 1ast such strike was on Seplember 23,
when [ran also refterated that Washington
must aooepl amy new framework forvessels
Lo transit Hormuz that Iran and Oman
pointly determine.

It 15 this spectfic ability that Informs
how much Iran can continue secking to
foroe US complianoe with core terms of the
June Maoll.

But what shout the crippling. and wor-
semilng, ecomnomic orists within lis borders?
The Islamic Republic has long shown an
ability to tolerate deterlorating Bving con-
ditions o sustatn s forelgn pollcy pos-
ture. Popular expressions of dissent, cre-
ating occasional pressures, have falled o
manifiest of late thanks to the war s untfy-
Iz effect.
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Fratiher, Aesidg & Vil. Balaideal, F.0L
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Goeram Sumar Pratikaraf Vil Balzichak,
B0, Chusait, P.5, Bambach, Dist, anhl]l
and Jhima Wangal D0, STharem somial
of Nill. Haraditya, PO, Hiriskbola, B.5
srambagh, Dist, Haoghly, #e ane and
same and ||J|:n11uL|!:.:rin| vide sffdevit
bafore In the court o the 15t Cass Judicial
Magatrate stiranbegh Heagily Dated 39

[s Morth 24 Parganas, Wt Bongal do
herchy dedane that | ke changed) my
e from Sohani Bose o Sohoni Bose
Praeead and benosfiorth | shall be knowr

I.Lnr:diﬂhﬂljﬂn-‘ﬂ-lah_ﬂmm:h PRESS NOTICE
resking 2t Mithae! Wt s INVITING e-TENDER (PNIT)

Magar, WIC-  Midnapare,  Post-
Midrapore,  Wost  Midnapone
T2, have

and shall henosfio

Spnall Karmakar Ghosh as declred

I'he undersigned for and on befalt of Bwe Covemor of Tripera
imvites e-Tender from the Sugar Mille! PSUs! Privalte or

Co-operative Sugar Mills! Sugar Imporiers/ Bulk Sugar

PUBLIC NOTICE

MOTICE i heraby piven o he geneenl
E;_Ih'lli u:mm Thal mey chand, amaly
E Sanof &n Gﬂidlbl:p’

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY

FORCE
Director Generl and all Ranks of

o the Mobary Pulilic at City Civil
Cowert, Bolkata vide affchndt noo
d44an, 4ha9d 5L ho, b dated
140%026  Sorall  Ghosh  and
Spnall Karmaka Ghosh bath are
the: same and identical person,

oty aares memps sl oo e il prersan

L

inal desds . !
1906 and XS01/1986 has been
leet from the cusiody of Smil Saraswali
Pramomik, daughier of Lale Subal
Pramank and #ws nodenl has been

JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Indra Circle, Jawahar Lal Mekru Marg, Jaipur - 302004

UL T 1 S B Y TS 25 ST 0 T 9Pt NI HEES 1 RSATHAIE TPT b
NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB Mo.: JOA-IT-10-2026-27
Online Bids are invited up-to 3:00 PM of 06.11.2026 for
"Request for Proposal for Seleclion of Master System
Integrator (MS1) to Design, Implament, Integrate, Operate
and Maintain Intelligent Traffic Management System
(ITMS) and Adaptive Traffic Contral System (ATCS) for a
duration of 10 years™. Tha last date for Applying Bid and
naking onfine payment on JOA portal is up-to 5:00 PM of
05.11.2026. The estimated cost of NIB is Rs. 330.00 Crore.
Detaits may be seen in the Bidding Document at our office o
the State Public Procurement Portal website
wWww. sppp.rajasthan.govin, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
and htips:ida. ragasthan.gow.in UBH Mo:- JOAZE27SLOB0O0XIT
To participate in the bid, bidder must;
A Farticipate in Tender & Deposit Payment on ‘Onling Tendar

auppliers! Sugar Traders! Bulk Traders of Agrcultursl Food

Commodities for supply of 992 M.T. (lentative) 1SS Grade|

5-305-31 or higher variety of Sugar oul of 2025-26 (or later)
seasons’ produchon o diferent State Food Gooowns of Tripura

2, Interected Bidders may see & download the MIT Document
from the website ‘hitps.itripuratenders.govininicgep!
app’. However, e-Bidding to be made only through
“hittpeifripuratenders gov.ininicgeplapp’. Last dale & tme
ol submission of Bid is 05.10.2026 up to 0:3.00 PM.

Sdi-

{Sumit Lodh, IAS])

Addl. Secrelary & Direclor Food,

ICACAD65%26 Civil Supplies & CA Govermiment of Tripura

OFFICE OF THE ENCGINEER-IN-CHIEF

(o (CIVIL), ODISHA
= NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V,
— BHUBANESWAR

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
K-l IDVo0ebeddiunps_brisasvalen oo in
cebeibdinpsiaredilfmail com, Tel. (0674} TI9L523

b v

Participation’ Portal of JOA at hitlps:jda. rajasthan.gov.in or

B. Submit e-Bid on 's-Progurement Poral’ of GOR at

\n oy Che o I e it 10 oy o inake-Sian-on Ral
g T i thrapgh Single-Sign-on Rajasthan
B Mot Totad, oo acel | wrerw.eproc. rajasthan.gov.in

Lystem Analyst [ Procuring Entity)

File Mo-B-LSporis-Ba2025 3548 Bhobhaseswar, the 250k Sepd, 2000
lavitation for Bids
Tender Rk S {¥-Sdp- 15-327008-17
e ol G0 WeRrkE
AT} Cromstrecios: of (ol Colles of Mg (G0 F
05 ¢ Thml Mlskbandy Tl -Mard®,
2} Uisnineiem of Cavt Cclicps of Munimp #15
i+ ¥imi U henpapmdy, Thisl - Korpsi™.
AR "Urnstraction: ol Fick Lonc) Siadem i (e Mt (el e 1)
ey sk Chimiricd”
Th indkrenng cimpcs ke boon moss i Tid kiosilicbon ko CH-THdg-B- 27000 1T
1. Wid docwmeniy ssck m [0 § BOG) cic oo be soo §f dosmlosded Irom e Gosl. Wbl Lo
e Sonalersnr s s, daring the poriod B @106 101006 i 1700 howrs of di 10, 1023028
imaicaad ol L3409 005 b0 L D%, 1 002 or (M1 I IEEKDI NG msportvety,
L. ddnlinc bich aksll b socceved: W 1700 [owrs of 4120, 103008 isstred of di 0. 103024
. T lecimical bk will B opomedi s DICHE A0 of T2 M0 2004 Seskecd of ol 12 10308,
All prlsee em s and cosddiienn reorsEs sEckERed.

17 smdl Tlowicl DindiSimy

17 e 1o TiniSay

Sd-
Chitl Enpinter, Baildinps-lL Chditha,

CHFR-38000 34 I TV TE-TTNITS Bhsbaacswar

da 30T asler
Bank of Baroda

Bhangakuthi,

REGIONAL OFFICE: BURDWAN REGION [ =% .\ [og g [0]']
2nd Floor, 54, G. T. Road
Burdwan- 713101

SALE NOTICE

ANNEXURE-A

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ; “APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 9 (1) ]

"iys s what is”™, amd

E-Auction Sale Motics for Sala of inmovalle Asssts under the Sacuritisation and Recoensiruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of SMUW Intarest Act,

20412 reqd with proviso to Ruls 1) of the Sacurity Interest (Enforcamant) Rules, 2002

Matles is hensby given to the public in general snd in patoular o the Borrower (8], Mog

mrarigaged/charged 1o the Sacured Creditor, pessession ofwhich has bean taken by the dutharised
“Whatever there i for recavery of belew mentioned account’s. The detais of Borrowan's [ Margager [ Guarantan's [ Secured A::l‘h‘:.'l'.‘l.m;.‘ﬂﬂnr.'q

Pricefe-Auction dabs & Time, ERD and Bid increade Srnaunt & menbared bBelow:

ars and Guarantor (8) that the below descriged immoeysabia
filcarof Bank of Bareds, Secured Craditor, w | besoid on“As 5w

perty

Be s,

&rf Hame & address of Detaled descripgion of the Dade & Thme | _ ResenePrice | SabmolFosemin|  Property
Lot Borrowen'siGuardrton s iminovable | movakle property Tokal Duss, of END precust ICeestructive In=paction
M i Martgager (2) with knowin sncombrances, IF any E-nuctior | Bid loresms dmoofn Mhjaicy) ks B Tiree
¥ |1, VS, Bandans Enberprise, Prop: D | @il theiplees andpertion of ansself contained compisis maidaniisd A, 93.11.2626 | Rs. 80,26,200.00 [ Symbolic | afy workng o
Parita Sahs, ddess; 11 - Malsgkar, | Flatbaing Flat Hec G2 on fhe Third Flooe, Kiddia portion having Bs | 59,43,795.75- fram "R .02 52000 frarn 10:00 AM
Rjaiha, Bighoupyr Giam Panshayel. PO | area messuring 1679 Sq. Pt or a fifie more or loss with super bullt | & on 15-85- | 2pomia m o 11400 PRI
Eshrupus PS5 Rartat, Bin - TO04 35 up area ower fand messuring lnd ancs mone or s (4 coftah 41| 2026 plus Ga.m ekt
2. r. Parta Sana (Prop: N Bandana | chhilsck lying is Doims - Jaysngra L Me16, comprtiad in LS. Dag furthar
Esfarprise] SH0 - Pr Chitta Rardsn | Koo 154, under RS Khtian No: 390 comeegsanding b LR NO: 3431 | interert and
Sahe, Addwmss Flab Mo G2 3 Enar, | hasing Fecdding no: Block B, 86141348 heing premises no; AN, other charges
Sarasestl GhasanHed, Kaiam Wan | Hatizra Road, Ashiininagar within amiit of the Rajarhat Gopalpur | wonf 1605
Foad, Jarda Bapan Bidtan Hagar | Hunicipaiily inwerd bec 8, Disizict Horih 24 pargaras logether with 2026
Municipal Copoiatusif Poeseny) PO | undivided propetlionate sharn of fand slongiilh sl 2assment dght
g Magar, PS Rajereal Baguibaf, | of weers aitwched themeds, Tha property is Butted and Boundad ki
Kladta-TA015% RORTH: By CRNAL ROGD, SOUTH: BY Sahars GPARTRENT,
Branch: DANELM| EFSTHY HOUSE OF SAMP KLIMGR SaHa WESTEY HOUSEOF 58
Muithorisad Dffices: Mr. Prabicy Sarkar GAYEMDEBLEISAFARTMENT
Contacl pardon of the branch: s
Supams Mva {BIB0EISTRE
2. | B MALLIKAMALK VIO indrajit Kialk | 41 Sat plecn and pareo] of ono self contaksed complete midantisl Ra. B3.11.2028 | Rs. G0,00,600.00 | Symbcic | any e
Wilaga: Ghanashyampur Post-Si=gur | howso of the Land £ Building, measuring land arca 1,54 Satak bvbng | 54,17, 75065 from ‘m “rarm 10:00 Al
PSSy Dist-Heoghly Pic-712804 | under Koum Gasasbyzmpur, JL no BE, LR Khafian no 459395 113 as an 2pmia m tn W00 P
\WrexiBenga ureder LR Dag no 8 mnder Baruipara Paltagath Gean Panclayat | 0B0E282R G p.m - SR
Branch: BANOEL Urdit Podice Ststion Singur, ADIR Singwe, Dish-Heaghly Stele | plus further
Autheeisad Offer: Mr. Pratizy Sariar W=z] Bangpl Baleagingte WrMORAST ALK vide @it dssdne |- | interast and
l:nrmlnr:uanlﬁ|brmnh:,||m FHAAE dated 2500 315 Regisisreg at A0SR E.lngur. Dist= pﬂ]lr:h"w
Sasmal, Moo BT TE Hooghly, Stais=iest Bengal. Boungary of fre Pmpery - Noch: wef.
Penchavalhercha Road, Sork: - Byhe Progesy of Mrilyunjos Malek, | 08062026
Eml - By lebsBosm Foad, et - By hePopety ol LR Dagro46
CERSAIID: Smaaiaiing
3 |Mes Zabid Bingh, Gfo Shissenksr | Equitsble Korigage of all thal one Disdir'ed : Purba Bardhamas, P.3- Bs. 3112026 | Ra. 18,75,000.00 |  Symboic ll'h"*fl‘kr\!ﬂ-li
Simgh Gangpur Pltsrpa Joberarn, | Burdwan, Addl Disiict Sub Reqistry Ofice Burdhwean, Moums- | 1173805.06- Trom Ra. 1,57 500,00 frarn 10000 A8
Burdwan 1, Dist-puttu Burdwen, P | Jomsm, JLN0.20. LR Khaties No.2536, LR Fiot o248, Sub | piusfuther | 2 Rpomia | =om=rm on = Er 04083 FH1
713104, Weei Bonga Plot Mo, 240PART-6, Arna of Lared 1,20 Decimal. Farasl 5 tam %. 38,000.00
Branch: VIELED CERSAI SECURITY |0 00062644376 Boundaries of the progerty: | other charges
Authrised Officar: Me Praticy Sarkar Kty Land of Pragdp Mordis s Pot rd MAPARTS, Soute Lang of [ wel B-05
Contacl pseeen of the branch: Amil | Gio San 59500 Pt bp, MB88RT T, East  Propesty of Piot ko 260, 2026
Hummar (Wb BMM 65483 Wheel &1t wie KanchaPoad

Eitdders may contas! the authorized officer on KNobile
1. Tresakeis subject o comimmation by the Secured Craditor Bank

Diade: 29,05 2026
Flace ;= Burdian

For datalisd tems amd condillan: of sals, ploass refanlink fo tho webseliss link hatps:fwwacbaniefancda bank. Infe-auction,him and online avcticn potal httneAbhaanknat com Alse, prospecthn

2 Propedyigin Symbobc Poesestion and Biddea i punFasng the propedy in Symbolic passession & isiown fig s resporshilily

3. Bankwilhand cver the poessssion of propory symbaicaly enly and successful Sucton bidaenpurchaser el notclam physical poassssonfrom the bank.

4 Bankwilinctbe responsthieerduty beund forhand eg oy of physical possession

5. Zuecesaful kuction purch Beerwil nol bees Tl to claim any infarcs], in any case of fetum of iRcney.

& Successful kuction purchaser has o submit the Declarafian Gum Underiaking confirming the above seoma & conarions i‘rmudmmwu:b'
T. Subsequan b sale dsupcessiul middie faits In submit Daclaraton Cum Unoprdaking, the Bid SMD amount i e forfebed

B

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda
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IDBI Bank Linaited, Feksil Recavery Depariment
CIN : LES19INHIDI4G0I 198008
44 Shakezpeare Saran, Ind Floor, Kedkata - TORNT
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Saiked Dayaahi, Advosabs
Alipore Judges' Court,

Cpposie T no Bar Liarang,
P‘.E-AE&:!\;. Kelkata- 7O00LT.
bile Mo, SE7458 1239
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ricsid g 44, CURGIABLE |
G,md:rgg KHARAT GANESH Border Securiry Force remember its
:ﬂg&ﬂ%‘ﬂ;ﬁé:m RIF: k MAMTIED galiznr Jawan Coostable Eharat
[ at Bengal, Indla, .in i E i
mapreaesd fie flantios o purchsss 34 BN BSF E?“hc:l;;m :. hs_fﬂlﬁ;
R mmovabie ¢ herwinatinr 07 1068 nrm : ""3' r:su.u_:l
duseribsd from e pragent cwaar, 0o Ingp  |RUuTes o an IED blast mriggered by
Bariay Biswas, Ban of Sri Suril militanrs in Tral area, J&K and made
E;::Im Er:-;-:‘url!lnﬂi;ty?ﬁnur .Hgn\lkml i s i i K ol ey
700073 shen #t Dsmnana Gity, et TANCE NAIK | Director General and all Fanks of
Tower.B, Fial o, 80 1B Ho Chi ik D PUTTA Swany [Berder Secaricy Force: remember its
Sarard, Posl Cfce & Paics Slaiian- I 143 BN BSF gallanr Jawam Lance Maik [ Puma
Faraung, Kolkale-TO0061, Dialricl- ; Swamy om his Balidan Diwas. On this
Zquth 24 Parganas, State of West ] LO7. 1063 day, be araained faral buller injurie
ﬁga;'rlﬂ"—"ﬁ G Fi % o | coumserpan finng in B 5 Pua
LI-1i8 y pragoesd ta Be .
wmzﬂ n:fnrnr;:um That Fm area, JEE and made wlrimane
arceds of land mezsring 8
3 [Threa) Colttes, 2 (Tav) chiflakhe Theector teeneml and all Hanks of
12 (Ewehve) Sg. FL ingether wan two Border Security Force remember its
storied dwaling nouse @ hirck ouir,
menauring abaut el sonstiuchd S “‘ﬁ'cu . u‘;: Mach P“;"'
aea 131 5o Ft in the Gound Fioor, L MANSNLRI O, TR
and 1180 Sg. Fi. in the first fioor, both Balidan Diwaz. Om this day, he
cofnwnled Flooring, a8 por deod bul sustined fral baller imjuries in in 2

| fierre smoouncer with milione =
Udhampuor area JEE. He foughr bravely and made ultimare sacrifice im
the fine of dury His sacrifice and gallbm aoica have been apdy
izesd by GO0 by awarding him with PMG (Posth I
CENTEAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
DG amd all Ranl= of #{RFF pay
solemm mrituee o Cossable Ganesh
Dunr of 24 Bo, who made the
supreme  sacrifice while hawely
countering an ambash by remonss in
Srinagar, J&K on 29 Seprember
1991 #CAFF salures the bravehear
me=ver 1o ber b mmﬁe oo i

[
sulrunl b 1 Head [b'nsnlﬂ-l:
Gokunl Singh of G Bn, who made the
supreme  sacrifice while valianafy
combaring 1emoriss in an encounper
in Pumjab on 2% Sepoember 1992
#LRPF =mbwres the brayehean and

Consxable

Simnil Deb Barma
11-F- 15974 T i
1351965 To
L 2992008

Yeer Balidani

Constahble Conszahile Ticwer
Mavin Kumar Jha L. Komangoubs
41 Bn Hngh
1-12-1974 To 41 En 1-2-1979 To
2092008 T 08

[ and all Rank= of #CRFF pay solemn mribwe oo 4 valian nroopers of
41 Bn, who made rhe sspreme scrifice while bravely combaring
Maoises after being mjured = an [FI) blast in Chharisgarh on 29
Sepiember 2008, #CRFF sahnes the bavebeans and pledges never m
let their mcrifice go in wam.

Weer Halidani Head
Consrable
De=ch Raj

179 Bo
22.7.19%4 Ta

20.9. 3009

s a P2y sakema

%;mﬂﬂ:m tribane 1o 3 valiaer mmoapers of 179 Bo,

Ramesh Halwa |%he made the supreme sacrifice afoer

suziaining  grievous injuries  whils

1798 vl i ok
1241984 To ‘;!"'T "".’“‘""';5""]"EE “"_I;;“ et
2092009 MEEAnT= Im pare, DE

Seprember 09, #CEFF salses the
braveheans and pledges never 1o ler their sacrifice go in vaim

CONMMERGIAL SPACE FOR EANK

H28 [nwies affers far suilable premises an lang eem (sase bamis Tor an
approsimate Sarpel ared ue b marmum of 15990 e 1800 8. ft. prefasiiy
an the ground feor & nesria Merked frea  Restderial Ares for opsning of
new Bank Branches atthe following places, as
[thatra, P.5. Khaira (Disl. Bankura, Wast Bengal}
Faghumathpur, P.3. Raghunathgar {Dist. Purulia, Weed Bangal}
Goplballavpur, P.5. Goplballavpur (Dist. Jhargram. West Bongaf)
ienested [andiords may apply with full detsis {only s per formad aoailable
At wwnwdichiing o Fe Chiel Ragional Menager, Indan Cvorseas Bank,
Raglors Office, Hokata-ll, 419 Pars sires, White Hause, First Floar,
Fakatz-T0C01 6 on orbefore 14th of Ociohar, 2006, 1460 Hrs.
The B rmtervecs T fightl la acoent or feject ry offer withaut saigning
airry reasom whaleoeer Mo Brokeraos willbe paid iy the bank”
Chief Reglonal Manager
Indian Cvarsaas Bank

H'ulhdh - 70007

HOTICE INVITING EXH

Ewpression of inlerest [ECH) is
mraled Som Resoumefud inlereshed
pafesCroparatne  Socielics for
Fereng of 14 (Egrieen) Codowns
m & (Eight]} disticls of Wes! Hergal
an 'As 15 Whern 5 basis. Daedails ane
awalable in lhe wabside af
BEMFEL: Mbpsziiwnenw benfed.ind
& wownw. bandrd.oing
Tenure of submission af sealed
E.Ol iz upto DB 10C2026 {Warking
Hours] &t the BENMFED Head
Office inpzrzon'ty pos:
=ii-
Ganeral Manager|Admin]
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Sapurty nlerast (Srfosement) Ruses. J0E o e date menioned aes gl
Th Barrowars | Co-Barrowars | Lagal Hairm, in paiicalar &nd ™o paba 0 orieral g Ty CR L0 o Nl L chaal it v bty
anil sy eaings Wik the propeny wil be subec e imienast, Penal Intaresl, Crames, Cogts thenaon, 1 chame of the IDEL Benk
Lid., for an amouné mentioned i ne nidoe @inng wih
The hzrowrsega Heirs ahierdon 5 invied 10 the prvesions of Sub Seckien (8) of Secien 13 of the Grf, JHLE in respact of 4 ma

Mﬂ“&d“ i in. o, - [013) 66557725, Weasis - wemdtian i [ e
DEI:andI.'d.bc[T:Dd: m;ﬁ [T Enter a better i
al G, Tres e Bging 150 Aulmgessd O o 176 IDE) Bank Lig, ondor e Seousizahen and Sosonsrusion < Fnanca kesrk Whameas

P.O.-Purba Barisha, P.5.-| |EEnfomement of Seou-ty inteest act, 2008 (454 of 2002} and i~ meerose of owers ooofeeed wnder sechon 131125 reard wit rie 3 Tha uredars

Hasridervpur{now), Kollusts 700008, | | it Secariy insest IErtforcaiment Rales 230%, i=sued 2 demana mabce on he debe menboed sgemst e scomsts caling spen of Financis

Eymibolic Pessossion o the Proos
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irwp ik hetora reliipabion of Ealg

CHOLAMANDALAM INVEETME

Cht)la

i baing tha Autransad Ofoor of Mis. Chalamendales: Frvestmeind Grd Finance G pary Livied, urger e Sacuri=atom and Reconsintam
wnd Erforoement of Secunty Intsnsst Act, 2000 hersnefier coled fom Act 0 sremss of posers covemed under Secton 153117 read with Ruez

3 o P Bcunity Imoreet (Emopemenlp Auieq, 2002 @eued 3 Desand Motne on tho dabe menBoned e accouel paling Jecn tho respentvg Bormoagrs, 1o regay

the cutstandng amounl sth |meesst theesom witin 60 caye fiom S dale of reeapt o e =3d rotics

The Bartosane g G o ey e smound, nelios s hensly gven 1o 1 Bemrsnes in padsuiss and e Pubie in gensegd tha! the undsrsigred Fas een

weth e l:l:rrrp.u'\-g.' descrbed harein beloy on the oale menbooed sosinst ihe aocoum in sxemee of fhe posers

corfamad on fim wmin Saction 13060 of the At road with Rue B of ha Rucs mada Sais undar

The Borowens i particular ard e Puliic i genosal ame herelby cautiored nof o doal with preperty men@anod herein below and

In e chatga of flis, Chelamarndsfam Inveabereed And Firosncs Goampany Limited for an amoes® mend enesd sga@al e s

Under Secton 138] of the Securiiration A, the Dorowers can redesm the Secured Assel by paymen of the amins culztand ng inchuding # costs. charges and

Maharashira State Agricultural
" Marketing Board, Pune (MSAMB)

Pial Mo. B-7, Marked Yord, Guliekads, Pune -4 11037

Phomns: 020-24528100 § 24528200

Wehsie: wew.msamb.com, Emai: exporiiimesamb.com
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
MEAME has developed Export Facity Centre at Mohadi, Tail:
Dindiori, Dist: Mashik. MSAME invites proposals from compselant
agencies for the Operation, Maintenance and Management of
the same. The detailed Request for Proposal (RFP) documents
and guedalines are avalable on the eftendaning portal at bt
miahatenders. govin The last date for subimission of proposals
= 14N, Any cormigendum, amendment, modification, or
extanson of the submizsnn dabe, if any, shall be uploaded onby
on http2imahatendersgov in. Applicants are advised to visitthe
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«CROSSWORD 6106 | «OVERTHE HEDGE srmcHaeLrryaTLEwss | * ROYAL STARS BY GEORGIA NICOLS
ol YU LISE THE COMETIMES, T T“.J"I"'; I!'E RICEST THING
RN IO B Uaks THEME d?ﬁ;ﬁﬁ% 33:}5 AITICHE'S EVER SAP T ARIES [MAR 21 - APR 20): Today you might find that you
HATED MET HETE % 3L TP e ihentify with your postessions more tham usesl infact, this
CLi ( THAT'S SO SAD. could be wiry you might be tempted tobe a bit extravagant
s r(.llf‘IIT:-aCFHEﬂT o goowerboand. This same sense of largeness might creep

AEEE SEEEEEE

ACRODSS DOWN

1 Fastenad by a thread (7) 1l hes terminate

4 A fght that &= joined In kere Ima ship {5}

andthere (5) 2 Investigation reaches wrong
7 Mo keeping quiet when oulcome after siart {g)
you eal (4) 3 Mote the world shortage (6)
& Such cobowrful designs are 4 she may provide flying

just atisse of lhes (4.4) courses (3,7

10 Mol sgainst change ina & Toturn us In or turn

static sltaation (10} us out?{4)

12 Sult to change Into? (&) 6 Thie charge Incwrred by you
13 Stable companlon? (&) Iniltially for treatment (7)

15 Elck upa fuss — ke stage o A man of alien Intelligence
deslgners might? {4, L5 perhaps (5,5

18 Looking amaved (4-4) 11 It may be paternal - or not (B}
19 Game unsuitable for 12 Kined of kite needs space for
womenid) storage(7)

20 An unusuoal lerm | 14 Guard 15 fied up todeath (&)
deserve{s) 16 Shdes and top cut off

2 Cheeloy but aktractive hedges (5)

features (7) 17 Drink at Sheba’s place{4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6105 SACROES: 1 Spendibeilt, 3 Endorse, 10 Prime,
T U, 12 Senilpion, 1 Cowmilr, V6 Ferret, 18 Togetlners, 19 58m, 22 Theme, 75
Exgpibainn, 24 Consicier st DOWN: 7 Pacdie, 3 Newo, 4 Tiench, 5 Repeled &
Fritber, T Resiccitate, B Betrotlmesnt, 13 Panthers, 15 Mogresto, T7 Defend, 20
Lesapt, 1 Spaa

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles i0 make
properwords and move them tothe respective clrcles below.
Select the letters In the shaded cirches and juomble them Lo get the
answer forthe ghven quip.
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Wearethe peopleour  warmned us about - Jimmy Duffet (7)
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EFHRS

® 0 O # Wx

TR ALY - TIOGE SN AU SHRsed N0 Sjroacd 2 3 3y HIMENY
andury PUeng Y=L S0 SNOLITIS

OATEN

.-'_L ‘_'\-\.

.--\..-"'H.

[ e e R L o R TR ER T =S5

T |, e mnevs e by ded an e M (o renn

“"l"nz:-m!l
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FRIDH, YOU WANT T0 &ﬂj
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A W N Y R A

1 b9 must appear In

columns, In each of the
ning horzontal rows
and In each of the nine
bomes.

SUDOKU 6456

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
I5=Very easy; 25 =

55 = Very Hard:
5= Genis

each ofthe nine vertical

a5 -HEdJEI.m;-:I.i-I?::E

~J M| £

£ leo
SOLUTION SUDOKU 6455
& o o=l o
M ro|o - ol alo
o @ ~ & o wa

LD~ =|m | o s
= almlo ool o~
mﬂ'mmwgh = maw
e -SSR e B Ta e
M o[~ =
N o[t | = || d |~k
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into your financial decisions. Fomight: Check your money.

TALRLES [APR 21- MAY 21)- This iz a positve day for you
beesaton thie Moo 1= b youwr s n dancieg with Jupiter.
Kesep in merd that you hove antiques and besutiful things,
and today, your financial judgement might ke a bit off
bees ansse you ‘e extravagant. Fonight: You'ne stromng.

GEMIMNE{MAY 22 - JUIME I1): This = & playful time for you,
wihich i wiry you will enjoy social outings, vacations,
sports events, the arts and fun activities with kids. Your
peciitive comimianication style todsy might attract others.
Erithisiasm is contagious. Tonkght: Meazant solfsde.

0D 88

CANCER{JUNE 22 - JULY 23):Be careful about going
awierboand with finamcial matters today. You might spend
too mikch. This s becaiiss there's an sspect of exncess
influencing your financial decisionz. Tonight: Be friendly.

LECH{JULY 24 - AUIG X3k Do be aware thai you're noticed
today. Infact, some people know personal details about
o prfvate life. Others see you as confident, bit aleo ben-
eyodent snd compassionate ioday. Tonkght: Be modest.

VIRGD [AUG 24 - SEF 23): Today you might be stiracted
e thamn usiial to philosophical topics that make you
thind meore sbout life and how things e and how things
should be. You might examine other people's attitudes to
peoitics ared redigion. Tondghit: Exploreand leann.

LiB#a (SEP 24 - 00T Z3 ) You are & peophe-oriented sign,
and today, you feel generous to friends In fact, if making a
decision about how toshare something or divide an
inheritance, make sue o protect your own self-interests
At it givie sy the farme Tomnghit: Check your finences.

D 800

SCORPHD (OCT 24 - MOV 23): This iz an excellent day for
youl to shop for wardrobe goodies, alihough pleasebe
aware of the restrictions of the moon alert. Whether shop-
painigy oof i discusshons with partners or chose friends, gusnd
aigainat goirg overboard. Tonight: Be friendly.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22} Work-related travel
mighit happen for many of you today. Whatever you do,
witeerthier it's weith your work, your health or dealing with a
pecit, il e reclinvend] ti Ehiiinek: b andd be extravagant. How-
eved, you will alsowant o be bensvolent. Fonight: Work.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - 14N 30): Enjoy socialising, party-
img and thearts, especially the theater, movies and gal-
leries. Sports events and playful times with children will
pbease you. This is alsoa good day for financial speculation
if yoou'res anwane of the moon alert. Tonight: Socialize.

8 88

AQUARIUS (JAN 21 - FEB 19): Your interactions with
oitheers will be friendly and mutusally rewarding because
peepiple are openhearted and generous today. These pleas-
antinteractions will iake place with pariners, close fiends
o well as members of the genesal pubdic. Tonght: Relas.

ey
ety

PISCES [FEB 20 - MAR 200 Don't bite off more than you
can chew today, especially in discussions with others, and
making promizes of commitments. [hats because you fesl
confident, enthusisstic and resdy 1o grabythe workd by the
tail. Fenight: Dscusshons.

BEFORE THE HATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL.,
CHEMMAI BEWCH

COMPANY SCHEME APPLICATION NO. C. A (CAA)GE{CHE) 26
i oz i off e Companicss Aot 2083

AND
In the matior of Soclions 230 o 232 nexd with Secilon B8 and Soion 52 and
ey apenlicabile peoviskons of the Companies Ad, 2113 and Aukes famod

them under & N foeee fnom B o me;
AMHD
Compeatn Sofime oF Amaloamakon and betwocn IRTYOEAN

FINTECH LEMNTED [osesged Company™ "Amalgamaling Company ™/
“Company”! "HHT] and HIVOGEIH FINSERY LIMITED ["Resuling Company™! “MAL
T} and lserveu Technology Privale Limiied [heaigomaiod Company”™|' TEEAVELR

and o respocive shorcholdors and crediors undor Soctions 230 1o 232
mmmmwm::uLﬁ_mmm
THHE Colomy, ™ Main Road, Velaereny, Chonmad, Tamd Mads 00 04z,
|CIN - LESFOTM1S88PLE 121 102) ... First Appiicant Company

ISERVEN TECHNOLBGT PRIVATE LIMSTER, hordng Hogistored Dfoe af - 5, 8 and|

NOTICE AME ADYERTFSEMENT OF THE MEETING OF SECURED CREINTORS
AND UNSECURED CREMTDRS OF THERAD APPLICANT COMPANYT
INOTICE k& hamby given frat by an onder doled Seplember 11, 2026 ["Owdor™), e
Hon'bie Molioro! Company Low Tribunal, Chonnal Bondh ["Hom'ble BCLT) has

‘Schome of Armngomant amongst Miyogin Antech Lisited {Demenged Companny™)
“hmaigamating Company” Company”i "MFL) and Nhyogin FAnrsers  Limibies
[FAesuing Compamy”/ "MFL 27} and [serveu Techeology Frivate Limbed
MIEHVELN and e mespocive shorcholdors and)
(Creditorns, purssant bo Sections 2300 232 read with Section 65 and Soolion 52 of the
Companics Ao, 2013 (Aot and ine ofer applicabls provisions: thorool and neles
Trarpnder including any shldory modicabnn|s] o re-nactsont Semol, o the
e bedng in foncey.
Tho NCLT has disponsed wilh the requinemend of cosreening and Roiding o meclings
of (i Eguity Sharchaddors and [} Profomncs 5 hareiol ders.
i pursuanoe of the Onder passod by the Hon i RCLT and s direciod Tarin, feriher
Miolics ks horoby geven hal, o sepasio masoting of the Crodiors of the Company wil)
i Pl Erough edoo-ponlerencing of ofhor oudio visual mears. (YCTTWYET), 2

i

| SA. L CLASS OF MEETING THME A5T) DATE OF HEETING

| 1 S Crdiors 230 p. m. Friday, Dolober 30, MEE
| & Unsooured Crediioers 330 p. me Hiday, Dolnber 30, 226

i complanoe with the Order, e respocive: Nolioes oonlsining e dotalls of drg e
and Bme a5 alosesaid, fogothor with a copry of Bhe Scheme along wilh T Explanatony
[Moboe") dscosng al maiorl faoks o5 requined uncs Soolion 233

apponiod Mir. Ansh Kakar, io bo the sorlfinizer for T Moobing, including for ony)

ol ammenils) ool
Thao Sciheme, | approved af e Meciing, will be subjedt i the subsequent apoeon of |

Thix Spcursd [ Ureeoured Crodliors oan join e Meoling in o WC | D&Y modo |
15 minuios befee T schocduled time of The commencomant of Te Mooling by
folipsing The poosdune monionsd in e Moo Atendonoe of The Socored |/

in ferme. of o Oeder inmse the ogeied quorum for The Meoiing & nob prezent
at ho commoncement of the Mooling, Ten e Mooling shall be adjousned by
30 [ Thisty] ssirastess and thereafior, Tho porsnne prcsont shall be doemed o conside

mrmﬂmmmmdw

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Temder ko ﬂmrﬂcﬁiLJ 2526
NAME OF ‘WORK !
EFOM MODULAR I:-AELE -'EEN.INE
EYSTEM FOR DISCOMNESTING AMD

LHE GODACHES, POWER CGAR &
PANTRY CAR AT CARRIAGE REFAR
WORKSHAP | MAKCHESYWAR FOR 18

VD 38, 1901 Butiend.f Gt
18 Manihs,

g St Daie ; Q2 A0A02E

AL 1508 Hre & 18,18, 2026,

rln'ua T0R 3PD N acend aganal it

berdet, @ ety sied mardue oof

racei=wdshal b gnored

Comoicte. miormation Incuding o-Tendor,
ki e e & e ki

nwshens verrlress. gavin

. Chinf Elmetrical Englnmnr
FRAGGRZET | CRVWMancheswar

EE, PWD, Hooghly Consbruchion
Division imviles online & - Tender
for lhe Tolkveing: Tender [ID{s):
2028 WBPWD 5075961 1,
2028 WBPWD 5075061 2
HIET No.: WBPWD/EEHCDT
HiTe-17 of 2026-202T
Bid submission slarl dale
[onine):
20,09 2026, 02-00F M
Bid submission closing dale
{onfinel: 12 102026, 02-00P 8
Caorrigendom il any will be
published in weabsile onby.
Defails of HIQINIT and other
documents may be
downloaded from: hitp=:IT
tenders. wh.gowin
Zdi- J P-Dhar
Executive Engineer, PWD
Hooghly Construction
Diwision.
Chawkbazar, Hooghly

P (GOVT. OF WB) TENDER
i)

For @nd o Bl oF 198 Procgonk oF
Indiz, Dy Chiel Mechanical Engreer
(Praductiany Knaregear Werkehes,
South Eastern Faivay inviies s-dender
Yo ¥ Tnlonan g wark Bolope 19-00 hra
an 17102020 the mentonsn sgenet
ema. 510 Ha, & 1) Tesnder Ma. -
KGPWPROD-TREPOH_CAMTEEN-1;
Hama of Work: Cockong & sereing of
ieeale lifne & anechs ofd chidmng of
wiorelks B crockenes oo, under TRE
POH Shop CamsaidkGRFYE. Appiox
cost of Work Including GST gr18%
R : P02 750 00 Earmost Nonay
[Rs.) ¢ 74280000, Date & Timo of
Clagdsg #-Tandas: 17 70 2028 & 19.00
hrs. %¥ieboite pariiculars

wwwLirspgoin Imenesied Tetamm
may visd websle moaboae menh oned
Tor dutaledeapnploripenficatien o
e tendere and submt i bide orine
I A ol il tanders 107 IS aok
il by aciegried. Bidding Sted Date
13102023 {PR-B15)

NPCL

A VAL ST LI

e Bl TTectn a6 i Mencial) a6 iowited Yae e proepectve B aiders for

Noida Power Company Limited, Greater Noida
clacric Sub Station, Knowiedge Pak-1y, Greater Mads-201310
(CIM-L31 200UPA SEPLC0 14506}

TENDER NOTICE

Dibe: 29-03-2026

HIT Ho Teendher Dazcription EXD Btarl and Da Date &
iRs, in Lakhz) | Time of Submissien
NPELFY25-2anz2 | Prowdiog the BLSE Lmux Srevorse Sone i WPGL 0.5 1000 & 20-10-H0
ForHPGL
SPOLFYIS2RNY | Exoreston of bisrest (ED) for Leasng of Dalia z PU-09-7075 & A0 10- 0.
Fibors Camio, Hack soa0e and AF Towar song wih
C&Fd of NBCL Fiber Meban b
NPCLFY 24 el Rale mstract for Sepply of Varieus riems | 2000 7009707 & 30 0 M
TN Caled | Vender Mansged imariony made (e i 1500 hoursy
]

»Tanders

Cooesk o ik e Dhocurmeend (ool GST) R 130
Fur ot fender detsds and friher emehdfenoomigendunn. s el our weose kL ioisapower con->P rociinmant=

it
DEN = L.

KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION: |
CENTRAL OFFICES: KALABURAGI

Description, Date & Time:

PR K alabuaraph 6 7 K SAG B A E0RE-27

MOVKKTCO T RACONY 2972 /26-27

TENDER NOTIFICATION NO. 05/2026 (E-PROCUREMENT PLATFORM)

Tendershids are iwited through e-portal for the Selection of Agency for granl of

Advertimemant Rights an Ordingny, Express and City buses | tatal 1000 bugas) of KKHRTC
tor the approgriaie Qusliied Bidders for & penod of Fuels) years.
11 ELF {Economic License Fee) is Rs. 2044)- per Bus per Month Excluding laxes.
2) Increass of 5%:five) for 2na yesr and 10% [(Ten) for 3rd. 4th and Sth year over the
license ftea of the pravious year. 3) Tha Earnest Maoney Deposit arouni fixed s
Fa. 20,00,000- (Twenty lakhs Hupees), 4] Calendar of evenis:

') Lasl date for submission of

2) Pre-Bid mesling: 09.10.2026 1100 hrs, 3) Last dete of Submiseion of Bica: 16.10.2036
1700 hrs, 4) Ooening of Technizal Bid: 19.10.3026 1100 hrs, 3) Opening of Financial Bid:
21.10.2026 1100 hre, 5 The Finandal Bids of the Bidders, who heve gualified In Technics!
Bid will anly be apened. 6) The Tarms & Cendibens, Eligioidy Critaria and other Tachnical
detaila can be downlceded from the e-porfal website: www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in
fromm. ) KHRTC reservas the right 1o accept of reject tendars without assigning any reason
thereol. B) For mors datails contact: Oy Chief Traffic Managaer-7760905013, Divisional
Traffic Cdficer-7760982024, E-mail Id: ctmnekricple@gmeil.com

Sd/- Chiet Tratlic Manager

KKRTC C

Laped:25. DR.202E6.

queries: 08.10.2026 1700hra

antral Offices, Kalaburagi

5. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

SHORT NOTICE

INVITING QUOTATION
Cuotation is being invited by
the un I!E'F"!-lgl'lll'-."l:l Trom the
efigitle contractors. For work
a8 Tollows:-

HIQ NO. - 5Q of 2026-2T
N.W- Temporary lighting
sarangement, Hirng of DG Sal
& Alr conditioning machine for
I‘rng ramme al H|I'R|I'Ighﬂ
Bhagabatl Vidyalaya (H.S)
Zround, Ghatal, Pazchim
MEﬂiﬂl[h.l' n connechion with
the Hon'ble VV.LP visit. on
30th Seplember 2026,

Detall of works can be seen
from Cho the undersigned on
wesk days.

UIJI'lI'Ig office hours & from
websile. m.p'm_il'l

Last di. application:
29,08 20 upto 0330 PM.
Last di.  permission:

20,0900 upto 0400 PM.
LLaegt . OF resceiving quotation:
28002000 upto 04.30 P.M.
Ot. of Opening: 23093026 at
5.00 PM.
SN-

Execulive Engineer

Paschim Medinipur

Electrical Division,

PW.Dle.

SHORT NOTICE

INVITING QUOTATION
| Quotation s being invited by
|the undersigned from the
| eligible contractors. For work
| as follows:-
| NIQ NO. - 51/0 of 2026-27
|M.W- Temporary security
|lighting arangement & Hiring
| of DG Set for Hedipad Grownd
lat Birsingha Bhagabati
|vidyalaya (H.5.) Ground,
| hatal, Paschim Medinipur in
| connection with the Hon'ble

[VV.LP  wisit. on  30th

DEE!BTWHEE’IBEEEE{I

| from Qi the wndersigned on
| week days.

Euuﬂnﬂ office hours & from
| website: www.pwdwb.in

|Last  di.  application:
| 28,08 2026 uplo 03,30 F.M.
|Last di.  permission:

| 29,00 2025 upto 04.00 FM.
| Last dt. Of recehing quotstion:
| 29.00.2026 upto 04.30 PM.
| Dt of Opening: 29.019 2026 at
| 05.00 P,
S0H-
Execulive Englmesr
Paschim Medinipur
Electrical Divigien,
PW.De.

{=) Metro Railway, Kolkata
n‘l’cnﬂﬂ 5.|I'I' A Irl:; F'rnmp.'-‘_m r:kar MEET, Mﬁ Rla by, riclalz rcrn'nﬂ-:n
o sk L E RTTHE l'rﬁ'h":
-ln rru.lmn'ununrfﬁnl q:| “ﬂ sr machioe Er#

Fm _ubr
)
n1a1"|'|‘ rh'l‘i,‘ Ennuatlh ehion

P ay,
E 1ii;ll T 25530 Com
Flrlﬂl ﬂ lﬁaﬂﬁl -'l.ll'd'lu. ﬂﬂmﬂﬁlwﬁ A7 TLR028 W 1200 fe
AN .ﬁrnr:nurruﬂ:

thier cedals can be m 1w Yebaile
Ah%mmr Motice No.; Chil- 25512028 - Recal |

'I.'|:|

Facko

oia
m, i any, wowd bo upl:u-u.r:u cnke
Follow us ai: [J metraraiby, g} imefrarailkolkata

.y JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Indra Circle, Jawahar Lal Mehou Marg, |aipar - 3030048

Mo.: JDAEE Garden-(]/ 2026,0-496 Date : 20082038

NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB NO: JDA/EE (Garden-1)/06/2026-27

Online Bids are invibed wp-to 0B:00 PM of 26.10.2036 for
"Development of Rajasthan Utsav Park {Waste-to-
‘Wonder] in Ram Miwas Bagh Area under Garden-l, [,
Jaipur®. The last date for Applying Bid and making online
payment an |08 portal B up-to 0600 PM of 2630.2026. The
estimated cost of NIB s As.2287.26 Lakh. Details may be seon
in the Bidding Document at owr office or the State Public
Procurement Portal website wawawsppporajasthan.govin,
wwL e pros. rajast han,gov m and m.idg.ﬁlhﬁ?han.gm in
UBHN Ho.: JDAZEXFWLOBD0III
Toparticipate in the bid, bedder must:
A Parlicspate in Tender & Deposik Payrment on 'Online Tender
Parlicepation’ Portal of 08, st hitpe fdaragasthan gowindda

or by Single-Sign-On at hllp/fservice jaipurida.org.
B. Submit e<Bid on ‘e-Procurement Portal’ of GOR at

WL BT rajasthan. govsn

Executive Engineer (Garden-1]

JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Indra Circle, jawahar Lal Hebeu Marg, Jaipar - 305004

Mo.: J0AEE Garden- 1) D026/ D-257

NOTICE INVITING BID
MIB NO: JDA/EE {Garden-1)/07/2026-27

Online Bads are invibed up-lo 06:00 PM of 26102026 fo
"Development of Royal Happdness Park in Ram Niwas Bagh
Area under Garden-|, |DA, [aipur. The st date for Agplying
Bid and making online payment on JDA portal is up-to 06:00
PM of 26103026, The estimated cost of MIB |3 Rs122E.92
Lakh. Details may be seen in the Bidding Document ab owr

Diate - 2008, 2008

office or the State Public Procurement Portal website

Wi SpppUrajastivan gowin, wwseproc rajasthan.godin and
wakijda.rajasthan.gowingjda

BN No.: JDAZ6XIWLOBDDEIS

Toparticipate in the bid, bedder must:

A, Particspate in Tender & Deposit Payment on 'Online Tender

Participaticn’ Fortal of i at bitpsda rajasthan gov.ingda
or by Single-SigreOn at http:/fservice aipurjda.org,

B. Submit e-Bid on ‘e-Procurement Portal’ of GOR at

Faj in

Expcutive Enginaer (Garden-)

Eolkata

LA v
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BENCHMARK INDICES NEAR SIX-MONTH LOW

Markets plunge 1.6% as Trump
re]ects West Asia ceasefire plan

.Hi.r.rnba.r, Sep:mberl'.‘i‘

THE INDEAN stock markel shed
amother 1L6% on Monday, falling
1o 1ts loweest bewels in nearty st
manths, as high crode prices o
the wake of gloom in West Asla
led to heavy seliing pressure.
The benchmark indices had
mbled arownd 1.7% last
Thursdzy, which had bed Lo the
Indices extending thelr losing
nun o seven
BSE=Sensexcrashed 1 5% or
1,124.02 points on Monday to
e the sosstonat 72 771 72 Mifty
S o=t 1.6% to close s 23 TR
The fall wiped out nearly Bs @
Lakh cpore of imvestor wealth 1o
the process. "Bears remalned
firmby In control &= the market
breached a key psychological
support kevel, reflecting prowing
imvestor cantion amid deterio-
ralingglobal macmo conditions,
sald Vinod Matr, Head of re-

and gas, and metalswere among
theworst hit durtng the session,
all falling 1-2%.

As ol prices remalned a
thom, the Indian mupee fell olis
ot el Inower aweck befiore
reparted Intervenition by state-
ownied banks, lkehyonbehalfol
thi Feserve Bank of Indea (BRI,
stabilised the curmency a bit, ac-
cording to Renters. [teventualby
settled down 02% at 95.08
sralnst the dollar.

Trump rejects peace
proposal

O Saurday, US President
Donald Trump had rejected
Iran’s proposal of a T-day cease-
fitre, alongside plans o reopen
the critical Stralt of Hormuz
due to the latter asking “boo
many conoesslons” without
meeting iis terms, making the
hopes of 3 diplomatic resol-
uiion of the conflict bleaker.

However, Trump also told
news portal Axfos on Sunday
that he expected US negotl-
ators to engape Inmore talks
this week, keeping diplomatic
dioors open.

Desplie this, Tromp's refec-
thof of an immediate resohation

= India VIX inching up again
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led b0 crude prices shooting up
i over $108 per barrel on Mon-

day, cru=hing amy opiimism in
the Indian market. “Whenever
crude 15 abowe $100 2 harrel, it
creates 8 selling pressure in the
Indian market overtheshort-to-
medium tenm Theourment soen-
aro ks similar towhat we had
soen In the Arst couple of
maonthsof thewar,” sakd Kmanthi
Bathini, Eqully Siralegist,
WealthMills Securnities.

For context, India Is the

third-largest Importer of crade
oil globally, and higher crude
prices stoke fears of Inflation,
huring both corporate prowth
and the spending power of
COTISUITIETE.

‘The Indian market had re-
oovered a bit briefy durtng July
and Anpust as the conflict in
Wiest Asta had moderated a bit,
turning foous Wowards factors
lkecamings growih and macm-
economic condittons. This had
led to forelgn investors amilng

‘Keralam to double tourism
revenue, ease approvals’

ASTHE Comgress-led UTE gon-
ermment in Keralam completed
1000 days in office last month,
Tourtsm Mintster PC Vishou-
net buyers in the Indianmarket | nadh sakd Keralam s tarpeting
over those months. tovdouble tourtsm revenoe from
Hiwever, with the sitoation | around Rs 45000 crore last year
escalating agaim thismonth, for- | to Bs U000 crome within fve
elgninvesions have dumped $2.2 | wears. While domestictouristar-
hilbon of Indianshares sofarthis | rivals it an sli-ime high of 2.5
month, adding to the selling | crore in 2025, up 12.63% from
pressure. Furthermore, the | previousyear foreignamhalks re-
booming [PMmarket duringthe | matnbelow the pre-Condd peak
month has also aken Bguidity | of 1089 1akh 1t sew 8.2 lakh fior-
away from the secondary mar- | elan amivals In XS
kiet, analysts said. Speaking o Dheersj
4 i Mishra on the sidelines of the
Bond yields climb 13th Keralam Travel Mart, PG
Sfurther Vishnuonadh =akd Keralam 1=
Bond yields congtred thetr | seelng more Arab ourksts &s s
upward trajectory on Friday, | forelgn tourlst composition

with the L Treasury yielkds ris-
Ing abowe 5. 2% — the highest
levelsinoe 2004, Yiekdson bonds
from other global market=such
as the UK, Japan, and some
wther European natlons have

also been rising steadiby.
Inucltan bond yields have also
been moving in line, with the
yileld on the benchmark bond
rising to 718%during the session
— the highest stnoe April 024
Bond yields terd bo rise amid
fiears of fsing Inflation, which
leads o central bands hiking In-
berest rales. MALREPDRTON
WA INDUAMEYPRESS DOM

Safety, profitability top new A-I CEO’s agenda

ENS Economic Bureau the alrfling’s culture.
New Delhi, Seprember 28 “Everything wedo must be
safio. Safety 1s 8 shared

INCOMING AIR Indla chief
executve Tewolde Gobrema-
riam Usted safety, operational
reliability, and profitabilicy =
key priorities for the Tata
group airline’s nect phase of
growth. Addressing a com-
pany-wide townhall meeting
on Monday, Gebremartam told
thiz atriine’s emphoyees that Alr
India has made significant
progress sinoe lis retum to the
Tatagroupinearly 2022 while
emphasising that substantial
opporiunities remaln shead &5
the cammler continues In its pur-
suit o become a world-class
global sirtine and achleve prof-
Itabdlity. He also =akd that cost
discipline mazst become part of

TESpeO-
sibility, and every Alr Indian
has a role toplay. We muost con-
tinue ko foster & culture where
peopde are ermpowered (o spoak
. rakse concems and report 1s-
sues without hesttation,” sald
Gebremariam, who will take
over a5 Alr India’s CEO and MDD
once &l regulstony spprovals o
his sppolniment come in.

He sald safety would re-
main the alriine's foremaost pri-
ority and guiding principle,
and encouraged employoes 1o
remaln vigllant and proac-
thvely report anything they ob-
serve that could Impact oper-
ational safety. “If you =ee
something, say something.
Thesimonger our reparting cul-

Tewolde Gebremariam,
incoming Air india CEQ. rrmss

ture, the stronger our safely
culture,” he tobd stall
Gebremariam s taking
ower the relns at Adr India al a
crocial juncture for the alrline
— In the aftermath of the
deadly Al 171 crash In.June East

year and Intensifled scrotiny
of the carrier’s operational
safety, and amid external
headwinds ke the Pakistani
alrspace closure and surging
let fuel prices doe to geopolitl-
cal conffict In West Asta Oper-
auonally safety at Alr India 1s
again in fooos ol lowing ome of
15 pllods tested positive for
dinug use and another fElled an
alcohol breath analyser test
just before operating a flight.
Gebremariam oversaw ome
of aviation'’s most successful
long-term transformations,
torning Ethlopian Atrlines
Intova global siriineand the lar-
gest carrler In Africa, and
torned Addes Ababa Into a
mapor aviation hub.
PULL BEPORT ON
WWIAL INDIANC RS S COM

CorporatelTR
filingdeadline
extendedto
November 21

New Delhi: The Income Tax
Department on Monday ex-
tended the TR (Encome s re-
turn) filing deadline for cor-
porates for assessment year

changes. He =aid the govern-
ment s moving boghvethe sector
Imschustry stains, ease spprovals,
oiffer MEME-like benefits, and
seck more support from the
Centre. Edibed Exoerpis:

‘What is the government
doing to create new tourism
destinations in the state?
Wi are worklng on expan-
dirgrioorismibeyond iradEiona]
destinations. Keralambas mamy
uniapped places, pardoulady in
the northem part of the siate e
Munroe Island, Ashtammudi

100 new destinations over fwe
years. We will provide the basic
Infrastrscture and then enoomr-
agelnvestors bo come and twest.
In these areas. This expansion
will be done in s sustainableway:
Wie are sctually tabdmg the sup-
port of the local commundty.
Thisresponsible tourksm intat-
Ivie was started from Eumara-
kom (inKotmam). Withthisin-

Itatihve, the kocalsare gettingfobes | |

and the market 1s Improving.

A026-I7 vl November 21, from | Some of these new locations ane

October 31 Alalapurrha in Kozhikode, Kun
The due date for tax audit | dara, Punnathur, Parawretc.

report submission has been ox- Some of the destinations are

tended from September 300 | overcrowded. We will soon con

October 21 ducta carmying capacity stucy of
“Aocordingly, the speciiied | Munnar, Alleppey ete. Itis 1m-

date’ for furnishing of the re- | portant because our places are

port of aundit under the provl- | eoologicaly very fmagle.

slons of the Income-1ax Act,

1961 for Assessment Year 2026~ | The Centre aims to raise the

27, Im thee case of such share of tourism in national

stands extended to 2ist Oc- | GDP o 10°% by 2030, Is

tober, 2026, it added. FTI Heralam's growth in ine

., EXPRESS
INCIVICW

FE'H'IH-IM
| BERAL AM TOLIESM MINISTER |

with this?

Last year, Kemalam recelved
arcund Bs 45,000 crore from
tonrrisen. Char tanget 15 to doable
thi= within fwve years to Bs
000 croreordosein Bs1 lakh
crore. Tourism had reached 8
peak pust before Covid-19, but
there wasadipafteraards. Mow,
the secior s pradually plcldng up
again. Thedomestic lourdsts re-
corded an Increase of over 12%
I 2025, companed Lo A024_Stmi-
larty, foretgn armivals also re-
corded an Increase of over 119
during theperiod. However, Itis
yei to reach pre-pandemic
bevels. We are akso poshing for
crulse tourisme Al the major and
minor ports lke Vizhinjam,
Fochi, Kollam, Beypore, and Az-
hildal will be connecied.

What is the foreizn tourist
composition in Keralam®
Hasthere been any change
over the yearsT

Y=, there has been achange.
Earlier, UK, US, Germamy and
Franee used to be the top four
counkries In termns of foreign ar-
rivals in Keralam. Mow, whilethe
UK and the US rematn In thelr
position, Oman s the third
country, which contributed to

7% of foretgn toutists. That ks
wity wee are starting to foous on
thiz Arab markel [ atended the
Arablan ravel market recentlhy
and our BZB roadshow was a
sucoess. We organloed an Indo-
Arabconniect with Arablan tour
operatons last month.

Wi are also developing mow
products such &S morsoon L
tsm. W are also trylng other
markets such as Ausiralla, Ma-
Eaysla, and Singapore.

What is being done to make
it easier for investors to set
up tourism projects?
Therewasalong-pending de-
mand o doclane tourtsm &n in-

and theinter-depastmental pro-
ciess ks mow umder way. We will
announce Indusiry status for
tourism before October 100 At

present, ohiaining permissions

from different departmenissech

a5 local body, indhstry, urban de-
&, raral devel

and CRZ (Coastal Regulation

Lone}Helated mpescan ket

ar Lthres years.

Another Important 1ssue ks
single-window clearance. Al
present, the single-window
mechanism s avallable for
MEME=, but not spectfically fo
tourism. We are examining the
benefits mvallable toMSMEs and
Howill beextended totoursm in-
wesiors a5 well. W are also book-
Ing at 1ssues such as ebectricity
terff=ubsidies and Interest sup-
porton koans.

The correspordent was in
Kirrlarm ai the trevite of the state’s
tonrism depariment.
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Goyal-Greer meet to push
India-US interim trade deal

Alboom: Mandaviya calls
for continuous reskilling

ENS Economic Bureau
New Defilrl, September 28

COMMERCE AND Industry
Minister Pryush Goyal will hold
talks with US Trade Bepresen-
tative (USTR} Jamieson Greer
later this week to push negoti-
allons towards an Interim
Indiz-US trade deal, as the two
sides seck to advance the
broader Bilateral Trade Agroo-
ment (BTA) In linewith their
Febmuary 7 joint statement.
Goyal will travel to the LIS
from September 29 to October
5 and meet Greer on the skde-
lines of the G20 Trade Min-
tsters’ Meeting In Milwankee,

UAE signalsintent
to invest additional
$25billioninIndia

New Delhi: The UAE has sig-
nalled &5 Inkent to krvest an ad-
ditional $25hillionin Indiza inthe
near fukre as the two counitries
seck Lo deepen Investment Hes
and expand the use of bzl cur-
rencles In blateral trade, Com-
merce and Induostry Minkster
PiyushiGoyal sakd on Monday.
The UAE has already In-
vested ahont 535 billion in India
and 15 the country's seventh-

Wisconsin. The G20 Trade larpestsourceof forelgn direct
Minksteral willbe heldonSep-  Imeestment. Goyal sasd the pro-
tember 30 and October 1. The  posed Investment could take
mectng comes a5 Mew Delhl  the UAE'S todal inmvestments In
and Washington work to re-  India to 250 billion in the near
solveouistanding Esuesand - term, with aneventual target of
nalise the Interim component 300 bilon. FE
of the proposed BTA
The February 7 jolnt stale-
ment had lzkd oot the frame-  cate arubes-based, open, Inchos-
work for nepotations, Inclod-  Ive, transparent. equitahle and
Ing work towards an Interim  non-discriminatory multilat-
trade agreement a5 part ofthe  eral trading system, with the
broader bilateral deal. World Trade Organisation
oyad will aleo hold bilateral (WY at s core. It also stresses
meetings with trade ministers  the need o adequate
from other G20 members. policy space for developing
Atthe G20, Iz will adwo-  countries. FE

Press Trust of India larly as new technologles re-
New Detht, September 28 shape the world of work, a CIl
statement sald
LNION MINISTER Mansokh alsn
Mandaviya on Monday kigh-  the role of the four Labour
Iighted the transformattve po-  Codes In creating a modern,
tentzlof Al andemeorging tech-  pro-growth framework while
nologles and stressed the need. stmphifying compliance for in- |
forcontinuous reskiliinganda  dustry and strengthening pro-
future-ready Indusirial rela-  teciions forworkers.
Hons system that balanoes pro- The mintster emphasised
ductivity with workers' skills, the Importance of expanding
safiety and participation. soclal security coverage and
The Unton Labour & Em-  bullding an inchistve laboar
Minister was speak- that reaches workers
Ingz at National Conferenceon  acnoss the formal and unorgan-
Induostrial Belations and La-  ised sectors.
bowr, organtsed by CIL Mandaviya called upon the
Hecalled for meaningfulzs-  governanent, Industry, workens |
clal dialogue between em-  andotherstakehobders owork
ployers and workers, particu-  together FTI
* MARKETS |
v | & ®
Goldv | USDollar- |
sensex NIETY 747980 | 9599
7277172 | 2278025 g |
112402| 36025 | @ | &
1.52% -1.56% 7223053 | $12086

RIOTE: CaOR D, SAWFR RETES A5 PER INDUR BLILLEDS AND IPWTLLERS, AESOCUITION DT
00D PER: B0, SHWER PER G, CRLUDE (L (IMEEAMN SASIET ) AS OF SEPTEMBER 15, MG

IEnergy diversification shielded India
from global supply shocks, says Puri

ENS Economic Bureau
Kolkata, September 28

INDIASPLUEH over several vears
o diversify energy supplics, ex-
pand refining capacity and
sirengthen Infrastrciure and
storage helped shield domestic
consumers from shortages de-
spilke mapor dismupaions o global
emergy Dows, Undon Petroloom
and Manoral Gas Minister Har-
dieepSingh Pur sald on Momday.

Speaking at the cortaln-

ralser for India Energy Weck
(TEW) 2027 In Kindkata, Purd sabkd
recent global disruptions had
underscored the need o build
restlienoe into the enengy system
well before & crists erupts. De-
splle pressure on inlemational
eneney fliows, the disruptionsdid
ok translate Into shortages for
Indian houscholds, hesatd.
“Thiebessom 15 simple: cnenmy
resilienoets not bulltwhena ori-
sis arrihves; 1t ks boili before the
cristsamrives, Purlsatd, pointing

o mieEsures incheding diverss-
fied supplies, stronger Infra-
stmucture and expansion of
piped natural gas.

Theminister sabd India was
Increzsingly moving from
being merely a large energy
consumer to playing a larger
role in shaping the global
energy conversation. “We are
demonstrating that growth,
energy securty and decarbon-
Isailon can advanos together.”
he =zid. FE
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NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No.: JOA/EE (PHE-1)/08/2026-27
Oriline Bids are invited wp-to 600 PM of 21.90.2026 for "Previding,
Laying amd Jointing of Trunk Main Lines along with Manhodes (part 2)
for Sewerage Work in Ward &5, &6, &7, Bhankmota and Surroanding
nearby areas including road restoration im &ll respect, under EE
(PHE-I}, JDA, Jaipur” Estimated cost of Rs. 286,03 Lakh, The lasi
date fior Applying Bed and making online payment an JUA potal is up-
to &:00 PM ool 21102036, Details may be seen in the Bidding
Decumend atour office or the Stale Public Frocurement Portal website
wiww sppp. rajasthan gov.in, www eproc rajasihan govin and
wnw. jda.rajasthan.govin.
UBN Na. ; JOAZE2TWLOBODE2S
To participate in the bid, biddeshas to be -
1. Registered on JOA websiie wew jda_rajasthan gov.in far
particapating in the Bad, the Bidder has to apply for the Bid and pay the
Bidding Dacwment Fee, HI15L Processing Fee and Bid Security Deposil
orline orily.
2. Registered on e-Procurement Portal of Government of Rajasthan
www, Eproc. rajasthan,gov.in fos anfine e-Bid submission

mru—mnﬁ:mmm-mimmmmmﬂgm

Mame of the works: Spoc Mo TET COMST Il-o-02/2026 27 - Ercction ol
Lotd: Frnd ciicuit sirimging on existing 1326V DOSC line (30 Km) from
Budidampady Tellandu 55 with connecied Bays i Khammeram Destrict and Lob-l:
Z3EN Teatures at SD0E 20V 55 Asupaka in Bhadradri Kothagudem DISCrsc.
Speer NoTET-COONST-IH-e-03/MIP6- 77 « Ercciion of Lotd: Ind ciroult stringing
o Eictivgg 132EN DeCF5C line Troam 13233 KV 55 Ayvaganipally to 13233 KV
55 Noelliiosdun [ZEEM) with commected bays in Mahabubabad District ared
List-ll= 2red Cincusit sEringing on cxisting 132335 55 Kamalapur to 132336V
55 NV Puram line [5.2KM] with omnected bays in Milugu District.
SpiL NOTET-CONST-Il-&-D4BIP6- 27 Erdction of Lat-1: i) 2nd Circuit stringing
{152 Km) on exlsting 132KV ladiors - Kofaginl DO/SC Eee with connieschod
mmmmmmnmnmmﬂjm&smmm
Eamarcddy district on Tunley basis. Spec No TET-CONST-1-¢-052006- 27
Erocthon of Lst-10 i) 133 W DCYSC line (S50 ) froen LILO: iscation of 137 KV 55
Sircilla Yellareddypet - Domakonds o 13233 KV 55 Yellseddypet §) 2ea
IOkt seringing (9.9 Km|) froon LILOD locateon of 133 KV Sincila-yelareddypet
Domskonda to 230132 KV 55 Sindila @) Erection of 132 KW DC/SC
Wi [1Knn) froin Lo Nio:93 of Existiegg 132 KV Yellareddypet - Domaboesds
B i Lo Mioe 72 of esisting 152 KV Kamareddy-Chippalapally DC%C Bne
and el Zmad Oirowit siringieg [136 Em) ftrom Lo Moc72 of
existing 132 KV Kamareddy Chippalapalll DL/SC line bo 13233 KW
5 Chippalepally with 3 Mos conmsched 133KV Bays, in Scills Discrict ard
Lotll: 2 Mos 133 KW boys at 137 KW 55 Kamanpur on bemkey basis in
Peddapall Distrkct on Turnkesy Basik. Mobe: Furtbeer details com bbb sesn

mnmﬂ 23396000,

| Extn: 3242,3396, 3407, 3351, 3335 FAN Mo, 04073336171,
54,
PP R N BT T T Chief Engimesr Constructios il

.u..u'f"i‘-‘.';.ﬁ'.f‘“”""’ sfteed sl g1 Execulive Engineer (PHE-1)
(e __;' Pty TESES l.ll'.ml‘.!Ex JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT ALITHGHIT‘I"

. Jawahar Lal Hehoa Marg, Jaip

Wa.: JOAEE[PHE-] TR D-

NOTICE INVITING BID

HIB No.: JDA'EE (PHE-1)/07/2026-27

Opline Bids are invited up-to 6:00 PM af 21.10.2026 for *Providing,
Laying and Jointing of Trunk Main Lines along with Manhobes (part
1) for Sewerage Work in Ward 85, 86, &7, Bhankrota and Surrounding
nearby areas including road restoration im &l respect, under EE
(PHE-I), JOA, Jaipur, Estimated cost of Rs. 465992 Lacs. The last
date for Apalying Bid and making online payment an J0A portal 18 up-
o &00 PM of 21102036, Details may be seen in the Bidding
Document at our office or the State Public Procurement Portal
website www. sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, wwe.eproc. rajazthan.govin
ard www, jda, rajasthan. gov. in,
UBM Mo, - JOAZEITWLOBDOZ24
To parlicipalein ibe bid, bidder has 16 be -
1. Registered on JOA website www,jda.rajasthan. gov.in for
participating in the Bid, the Bdder has 1o 2opdy for the Bad and pay the
Bidding Dacument Fee, RISL Processing Fae and Bid Security Depasit
online caly.
2, Registered on e-Procurement Partal of Gosemiment al Rajasthan

WHEW, eproe rajasthan.gov.in for anéne e-Bid submission.

[ated : 33.00. 5026

GOVT. OF ODISHA
:' DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES ,. i
= (Jiffice of the Additional Chiel Engineer

F00 18T

AT AT Vansadhara Nagabali Basin, Paralakhemundi
{eamtil T2 = Sicplodia valebi Clm) 1. Type of Warks:-
g- Fracurtmenl Malice Mo, ACKVNE-DaTEZ-2T
_rn-pc.:r--h ~ [Road & 1ocd prosoctn st
ERrEHT o [acies | i e

'I-I" Uipax:

- | TN laiie i B 30002 lakin

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

2 Total Mo. of Works: - Dee (1) Mo

3. Estimated Coxi=- J05.88 Lakh

4. Periad of CompletSon:- Fight (£} Calendar Mongs
5. Class of Combractor:- "X & "R Clasx

POTTERU IRRIGATION PROJECT, BALIMELA
e-mail 1d: coepotteral 2346 gmail.com

e-Procurement Motice Mo.- CCE-PIP-BML-11/2026-27
Improvement warks.

4 Rl et wmes Ko

= A IEVRIE BRI A YRR -NI-T
ALTYHINTID- DADY-T0, A TRV -1 LT
AATETYHIWR D060 IT

(MBcer

[ Procoremend

Tiid Tdentification Mo Bid Amount
iits. In Lakh)

E

B ] W

LR - A000 1 D8 1 - I O

Al smal et Fspmcor
Vamzsdhars Supssal Exnn

OIFR-3200L 30050 1 26-2 T0 IS

5 |Ponad of complawn B . “Toam ¥
& nabraimion of b orilwe| - | P 1100 AR of 1105008 i 5,00 P of 25 10 308, Engineer, Polters THIWHIRG- 37 1o 1L 10026300 500 B M.
T | ke ol {hpeaimg of Techaical ik [T 1050 @ 1100 AM. m e DA e ASSBoeal (R BapieoT, Ierigation Project,
- Nanatun bars fuen Sralacomend Halimels, Malkangini
T et el e Duie of opesing of the Tender § Bid: - 12 HENIG o 11.00 A M

Furiber delsils can be seen fom the Govl Websile wwow tendersedisha.govin

Chicl Constructiss Enginecr
Foltern Irrigation Project,

Eolkata
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Priyafights
back; India
assured of six
boxing medals

Chandigark, September 28

PROYA GHAMNGHAS knows the
feeling of tralling after the first
rournd as the 20-year-obd Ha-
ryana boxer has had her share
of bouts that bepan that way.

In the women's &0kg
quarter-final against Tapkis-
tan's Mijgona Samadova, 1t
happened sgaln, and a medal
depended on how she re-
sponded. [t came in the formof
an unanimows 50 win and a
semi-final berth,

Samadova Bs a southpaw,
and In the opening minute she
showed a strong right lead
punch and a nght hook. Priya
was left catching up with her
speod. Priva's lab falled to land
carly, so she changed her ap-
proach, throwing it in comid-
nationwitha rght stralghtand
pushing Samadova towards the
ropes. The round stll went 2-3
1o the Tajik.

The second round turned.
Priya’s pressure had Samadova
trying to come In close and
hold, and she lost 3 podnt forit.
The Indian took the roamd. In
the third, Samadova kooked
tired, and Priva kept working
with combinaticns and speed.

Santlagn Mieva, India’s
women's foretgn hesd coach,
told The Indtan Express from
Japan “We knew that the Tapk
boxer would be a bit tricky
being & southpawand havinga
rond lead punch aswellas a
lead hook. She neutrallsed
Priya’s jab initially but then
Priya galned some momentum
in the later hall of the frst
round with the combinations™

Ghanghas, the Common-
wealth Games champlon, next
mieets Ching's Chengyu Yang
In the semi-finals. She has
beaten Yang before, In the
quarter-finals of the Aslan
{“hampionships on herway o
the title earlier this year Yang
arrives with a fresh repotation
afterbeating Nesthy Petecloof
the Philippines, the Tokyo
Oy mpics slibver medallist and
Parts (dympics bronze medal-
ltst, 50k Mleva belleves the In-
dian has the edge. "The Chi-
nese¢ showed a lot of
Improvement as compared (o
the way she boxed In Aslan
Champlonships,” he satd.

"Priya has a very good lefi
hook aswell jumping befit hook
and the variations can come
handy Inapplying pressureon
the Chinese. Her strength has
been her belief In close bowts."

Earlier, Tokyo (Mymplcs
bronze medallist Loviing Bor-
rohaln beat South Korea's
Spong Suyeon 5-0 1n the 75kg
quarter-finals, and In the
evening  sesslon Kapil
Pokhriyabeat Korea’s Eim Gi-
chae by the same margin In
the men's Slkg.

Imdia are puaranteed of sho

bonting medaks.

Sport

ASIAN GAMES

It was amazing, and I've never had an experience like this before.

Definitely going into my bucket of amazing experiences.

ESHA SINGH, 0N SURVIVENG MLULTIPLE SHOOT-0FFS 1N THE FINAL

Chaos, delays, five shoot-offs:
Esha’s wild road to silver med

Esha Singh turned
achaotic Asian
Games 25m pistol
final into a test of
resilience, using
unexpected

stoppages to regain
her composure.

Mihir Vasavda
Nagova, September 28

ESHASINGH had a curious rea-
son o be gratefinl for the chacs
that nearly wore her dosm_ As
thewomen's 25m pistol final at
the Aslan Games descended
into & series of shoot-offs, offi-
clals’ errors halted the contest
and left Ching's Xizo. flaniasn
walting nearty 15 minutes; Esha
pot what she desperately
neoded- Hme.

Her shooting hand was
tghtening. The pressure was
building. And the long Inter-
ruptions, frustrating as they
were, mave hera chanoe o nelao:,
reel and sty in a condest that
seemed determined o stretch
on. T was kind of grateful forthe
crrors and mistakes the judges
were making because [ ol somie
rest.” Esha sald later. “Maybe
you can call it (vod's graoce, ph-
B e soemie me of and st o
think shout it~

For a while, it seemed Lo
work. The 2-year-old from
Hydersbad clawed herway back
from the brink of ellmination,
survived three shoot-offs against
North Korea's Kim Hyon Suk
and forced Xiao Into a second
tie-breaker forpold. But afterthe
pwo shooters fintshed beved at 38
hits in the fineal and
tied agaln at 4-4 In the first

had an experience like this be-
fore. Definitely poing Into my
bucket ol CHpeTienoes,
and I'm grateful for every mo-
ment. Though It was nerve-rac-
king, it wasamaxing, shesald.
Breaking point

The final had began very dif-
ferently. Esha hit all five tarpels
in her opening series and fol-
bowed 1t up with four more W
take an early bead. But the
rhythm soon deserted her. A
three-hit serles allowed Xiao to
move ahead, and the Indian
found herselfl repestedly fght-
g to sty In contenkion.

Atonepolnt, she siipped out-
slide the medal postions_ With
another disappointing fnish
threatening o follow her
stmuggles in the 10m atr pistol,
Esha needed a response. She de-
Bvered a perfiact five-hit series 1o
stay alive. The Aght for the
medaks then becamee a contest
olendurance. Fsha and Kim fin-
ishved bewved at 34 hits, forcdnga
shoot-off. The Arst two te-

Esha Singh survived five shoot-offs in the final of the women's 25m pistol event towin the silver medal Fn
Rahi’s costly miss

derails 25m pistol
team medal hopes

The 25m pistol,
however,isa
discipline in which
Esha has

=

‘breakers flked insoparate them,
with both recording throe hits
apdoce_ After another
terruption, Esha finally pre-
valled 3-2 i the third, securing
at least sitver and setting up &
showdowm with Xiao.

The Chinese shooter had
been walting for nearly 15 min-
wies a5 Lthe battle for the other
mexdal positions dageed on. But
when Fzha returmed tothe flring
Hni, the Indtan showed little
slgn of betng overwhelmeed by
the delay. She had, howewver,
begun to feel the straln. “Be-
canse ol thepressure, | think this
e, 1n my mind, [ don't know
if It was a thought or if i was

The stoppages, she ex-
platned, hed given her anoppor-
tenity o do prectsely that. "It
kool lke a sliuation where the
aome is breakdng for an athlete,
bt tn oy case, 1t really helped
mi” Eshea had another hordle to
clear. Xiao, who had led for
mch of the final, was now the
only obstack: between her and
pobd. Thie two shooters Andshed
the regulation final level at 38
hit=, forcing a shoot-off.

Theey were Hod again at 4-4
in the Arst tle-breaker, keaving

the titke to be decided In one
Mnal five-shot serles. Xiao hil
three largets to Esha’s two to

clakm pokd.
Silverlining

Thee sllver was 8 mezsure of
redempéion for Eshaafteradis-
appointing outing In the
weornen’s W alr plstol earlierin
the Gamies. She finished 15th
with ascore of 572, while India
marrowhy missed & beam brorse,
finishing foarth om the count of
InmeT tes.

The 25m péstol, however, 53
discipline in which Esha has
consistently dellvered. The
world Mo 1 has won two World
Cuop tiles and a bronze at the
World Championships over the
past 18 months. At the Munich
World Cupin My, she prodinoed
arooord-breaking performance
inthefinal, registering 43 hitsto
sel senlor and junior world rec-
ords. The stlver also Increased
India’sshooting tally, with Esha
adding another podium fnish
Inonecfthecoantry's
disciplines_ She had alsowon in-
dividual sitver medals in both
the 10m &nd 25m pisiol events
&t the previous Aslan Games In
Hamgzhoo, along with a team
gold and sfiver.

India, meanwhile, fintshed
fifth In the women's 25m pistol
team event. The leam had been
one podnt behind China, bot
Rahi Samobat’s opening-series
mizs1n the rapid-fire round cost
themvaluable points.

For Esha, thoogh, the day
ended with a medal — hersec-
ond suocessive Individual
silver In the 26m pistol at the
Aslan Games, and a reminder
off why the evenl remains her

strongest.

Express News Service
New Detht, Septemiber 28

TMNINATS POOR Tk a2 the Astam
Games continued on Momday;
this Hme, the shooting contin-
gent faced the brunt of a missed
team event In the Women's
25m pistol event In Magoya on
Monday. After a disappoiniing
plstol campatgn that has seen
only one medal - 8 mibeed team
gold In the §0m alr pistol event
- the morning looked primed
for an uptum In forlunes.

Instead, what followed was
& heavily contested moment
that was a prelude to drama in
a final that delivered Its owm
twists and tums. In her first
series of the rapid event, Indian
shootor Rahi Sarmobait (in pic-
ture), & former Aslan Games
gold medallist in the women's
25m pistol, missed her shot.
Judpges at the range conchaded
she hit the frame of her target
and had gained no polnis.

Fahl appealed the miling as
it seemed highly unlikely she
worldd mmites the mark altopether
al this stage of her carcer, and
inan event of this calibre. Bt
the miing stayed unchanged,
and she finished her rapid
serles with a score of BE.

That one missed shaol eltm-
Inated India from winning a
meedal in the women's 25m pls-
tol team event. Desplte stor-

ming back with a serles of 99
and 96, Rahl'soverall scorewas
oy 568, with 16 Inner tens. [t
meant she and her leammate
Manu Bhaker would returm
home without & medal from
these Aslan (zamies.

Esha Singh, on the other
hand, qualified for the finals
and was almost eliminated in
fourth position before clawing
hack. She then mounted =
charge for the pold medal bat
narrowhy lost in the shootouat to
win asiiver medal.

India’s pistol shooters have
endured thetrshare of sethacks
al major events. At the Tokyo
2020 Olympics, Bhaker suf-
fered & pun makfonction that,
despite efforis to fx Ik con-
itrbuted boadisappolntingexit
from her first Olympdc Games.
AL the Aslan Games In
Hangzhou, Bhaker was af-
fected by empty shells from the
left of her range entering her
line of sight. burting her per-
formanoe.

THE INIMAN EXPRESS

CHESS OLYMPIAD
Fine margins, poor
form prove costly in
title defence for India

[y Gaskee:sh end captain Srinath Nanayanan. s wesss /Foe

Amit Kamath &
Mayank Chaudhary
Mumbal/New Delhi,
September 28

“WERE PROUD of the silver,
bt are not celehrating ke last
Ume.”

Wdit Gujrathi explains the
[ndian contingent s mixed fiocl-
Iz after the Chess Ohymplad
where the two teams could not
defend thetr gold medals from
Budspest 2024 The contingent
returned from Samarkand with
aghut ofmedalks and acoolades:
sllver in the open section,
bronze In the women's event,
the Mona Gaprindashyill Cup
given for the best side overall,
Indbvidual medals for six oat of
the 10 players, Including amodd
Tor Savitha Shri.

Butwhal the Indians really
craved were the ones that Uzbe-
kistan (open section) and China
{women's section) pocketod.

Both the Indian teams lost
omce over 11 rounds, the men to
ithie heosts and the women o old
nemesls Poland. The women
diid well to hold ttle rvals ke
China, Kaxakhstan, and Geor-
gla to draws. The men, on the
other hand, will be sore abowt
being held o a tied score by
Azerbanan and Hungary.

“Thee lz=t (dymiplad was so
special that we created anun-
realistic benchmark. Resulis
like those from Budapest —
where you don't lose a single
mmakch and claim the tide with
a round Lo spare — will pro-
bably not be achieved In many
Olympiads. It's never hap-
pened before. That's why this
sliverwas not ablg causeof cel-
ebration. But we are prouwd of
Lhe sibrer because Hwas nol an
ieasy Olymplad,” reasons Vidit.

The three members of the
coaching staff and one player
that The Indian Express spoke
Lo indicated the fecling In the
Indian camp that winning both
sections was well within thelr
reach. “There were misses from
us. That's undeniable. But we
want to be slghtly careful
micro-analysing these mis-
takes becanse that's ust how
gamies alt an Olymplad go.” says
Valbhav Surl, who was part of
the coaching=at-upolthe open
section team. “In X024, it was
super clean. Every person was
in really pood shape. We were
taking every chance we were
getiing. Thistime, Itwasa btk
dicey. There were situations
where evidence showed that
not everyons was In thelr best
shape. Pragy weas missing some
wins. Arjun missed a few too.
HMihal lost against the Uzbels.
Gukesh also missed once {(In
ithe Anal round).”

Playing on the top board,
thie Indian open team’s in-form
player coming Into the Olym-
pizd, R Praggnanandhas
racked up three winswhile bos-
Iz v, i board 2, Ao Fri-
gaist had two wins in 10 rounds
and a defeat. On the third
board, Mihal Sarin had four
wins and twodefeats. The sur-
prise element for Indla was on
board 4. with world
DGukesh, wiho unitil his final
ronenid diefeat, had sevenwinsin
10 roumds without lostng. Vidi
played just three games, win-
ning one and drawing two.

Team captaln Srinath Ma-
rayanan explained that the
Leam's siralegy wWas I Squecrs
opponents In the last two
boards. “With most teams havy-
Ing a pretty strong 1 and 2,
boards 3 and 4 were penerally
where we wanied o pul max-
mum pressure. Inoa kod of cases,
It fiedt nboe to have Mihal amnd Guo-
kesh exerting that pressure.”
says Srinath.

Similarstory

I the women's secthon Lo,
the team relted on wins from
their third and fourth boards
via Vantika Agrawal {fve wins,
onekoss Inelght games) and the

unheralded Savitha
Shri, who turned owt to be 3
sledgehammer of & playerwin-
ning elght games and drawing
twi. O thee bop boards, Konier
Humpy proved o be & reliable
th fourwinsand
no defeats In 10 games. But B
Valshall's form was a concem,
with her winning just her first
round clash before en
Lhree draws and tawo defeats.
She did not play In the [inal
three roumds.

Ditvya Deshmukh fourwins
and a koss In 10 rownds) de-
puted for heronboard 2 In five
of the 11 rounds. Swayams
Mishra, the captain for the
Women s team, polnts out the
fine margins that decided the
colour of the modals. “We had
agood chanoeof beating China
{in the pemoitimeate round) and
things would have been very
different. Kezakhstan was bos-
Imyz im theat rouned but won with
amiracke. Thatchanged every-
thing, intermsof the paifng in
the final round aswell,” hesays,
adding that the players were
“dralned out physically, psy-
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Kuldeep, the enforcer, brings value with wickets and thrifty economy rate

Sandip G
Thiruvamariapuram,
September 28

THE 5UN was punishing and
Kubdeep Yadav st wanted to
grab the ball and bowl. From
hts shEfting oatposts, where he

and the rest just waiched West
Indies openers shred Indias
bowlers and plans apart, he
woulkd shadow bowl, stretch his
sinews and warm-up, hoping
fiora summons from the centme.
He had towalt for his torn il
the 16th over, and when he
found the ball, he ensured that
the ball foated and danced to
his chords; e praranteed, ashe
often does, that the nnder-
siated wisliorswouldn't bulld a

platiorm for anunprecedenbed
shaock.

Beyond it, he underlined
thathe s toovaluable a compo-

nient 1o be compromised in the
World Cup balance-chum.

was acathamic
release for him; the walt that
was pnawing at him: his eager-
ness bo bowl, pick wickets, and
diefine games: his alacriry oen-
sure his Hokets woSouth Africa.
Hee 15 arguably the Anest con-
temporary spinner In the
warld, yet In a creel tromy, he
has o prove himsellevery ime
bz torns wp for his country:
[t'sa reflection of the Hmes.
The stocks of a high-class
spinner plummicts B his batting
prowess 1s modest. A batting
collapse, his head rolls off the
chopping blocks o aocommoe-
date that spinner who chimes
inwith the bat the next game;
o &dd an cxira seamer of bats-
man, b 15.again the sacrificlal
poat. He 1s his country's ninth
highest wicket-taker, but two
horrible games against Mew
FLiealandwerne all 1§ took for him
tobe thrust o perdphery.
But in Greenfield he reas-

serted theworth of a high-class
‘wrist spinner. He 15 a rare one,
not fust becanse he bowls lefi-
arm wrist spin, but because he
s wivardry of the wrtsts and
the control of the finger
spinners. The control he brings
is different from a finger
spinner, but one he aoguires
throaeh his pure deception. He
doesn't keep the batsmen quict
by landing the ball on same
rone repeatedly, as Is the
podden virtue In this format:; he

be swept, he swoeps disdain-
fully, both serfally and alonge
thee ground. Conveying an im-
pression that he would offer
him the length or line tosweep,

Kuldeap Yadav took four wickets against W1 in the first DI eco

he tossed one up Invitinghy.
Campbell fatled to dectpher the
ruse; he swept fatslly. He was
too commitied Into the stroke
that, he could not adjust o the
sudden drop, the extra bounce

from his over-spun ball. A hor-
rible miscue was the ondy out-
OO,

A partnership that seemed
to march on endlessly ended
witha ploce ofentrapment that

was more about his subtlety
tham the spectacular. When he
first burst through, Kuldeep
was all about magic balls and
mystcue. Thestrical tum, dee-
#ing bounce, snaky drifi, jaw-
diropping drop, hie was made for
recls. But as his career un-
folded, more gifts anfolded.
The heart for Aght, the grit for
retooling, and the wits to
evolve. He 15 more self-con-
tained, and hence more dan-
gerous. Spinners, historically,
rpen with age, and 30-35
perted 1s often when they hit
thetrpeak, discover the balance
between offensive and defens-
tve bowling, when they restst
the experimentsl urges of
youth but are mot yet ravaged
Ty aching shoulders.

The team management
wouldn’t budge on Bumrah,
desplte his non-otility with the
bat; they shouldn't on Koldeep
elther. Like the fast-bowling

tobem, hie can define the game
with a spell. If he pulled the
game away from the visiiomns
with his thrift tn the first burst
with a spell of 6-0-26-1. when
Wiest Indies werestrollingat six
mune an over, In the second. e
wient for the jogular. His fimures
read 3H-10-3. The single reason
West Indies did not cross 300
after scoring 1M in 20 overs.

Suckerpunch

He sucker-ponched West
Indies with centurion Justin
Greaves wicket, after he had
epected Shal Hope. He lured
himimtoa wild skog by pushing
his length, bowling his wron-
£'un slightty fller The pace of
the ball decelved himy; the ball
didn’t bounce as much as he
had mdged and crashed onto
the pad. Though the umpére re-
fused his Imploring, the deci-
shon was rverumed on review,
A noticeable pattern In recent

tmes i his inchination o keep
thie ball within the stumps, thus
enhancing the decepthrenessof
his googhy.
Awicket off the next ball —
Eeacy Canty canght at slip off 2
fullish googly — showved West
[ndies into a familiar implo-
slon. A ffth scalp eleded him,
but his mumbers shone as
brighthy z= the skin-peeling zun
overthie arena. Knldeepis not a
bowler who could be apprect-
ated through numbers. But
some numbers, 1n the context
of the game, are revealing.
More than half of his deltverics
were dots (34). He conceded
only four runs an over, two
boundarics and a stx; the next
thrifticst was Ravindra.Jadoja’s

5. He wore many gutses, the

o't lose its shine In the search
fior batting wuitlity.
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